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PREFACE, 



AMIDST the ftruggles of contending 
parties, and the fury of hoftile paffions' 
to which great public events , give birth, 
there is no talk more difficult than to ob-? 
ferve with calmnefr, and appreciate with 
impartiality, the a&ors in thofe memo- 
rable fcenes. . Were it poflibla to lay 
down any common principle to which we 
might bring back thofe hfeated opponents, 
to fix fome fure bafis on which we might 
build ar ftru&ure of reafoning, to agrde 
orj fome general asiom from which \vre 
might draw indifputable conclufions, the' 
difficulties would be confiderably foften-j 
ed ; and hope might be entertained, thjrt, 
vol. i. b 
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VI , PREFACE. 

by patient inveftigation anfc good faith, 
we might arrive at length, if not to per- 
fe<ft limilarity of • fentimqrrt, at leaft to 
that tolerant ftate of mind which permits 
us to view, without rancour, opinions that 
do not accord with our own. 

WKether we have yet reached that 
happy period, I (hall not pretend to de- 
termine ; nor can we decide if the prefent 
phafis of the French revolution 1*e that 
m which thofe who call thernfelves the 
friends of Lewis the Sixteenth a<Sfc wifely 
in evoking the (hade of this unfortunate 
prince. The .motives, which have led 
them to make this appeal to the public, 
are consigned in the preface to the intend- 
ed French edition of thefe letters. We 
cite the words of the editors themfelves. 

u Many refpe&able writers have at- 
" tempted to reconcile the memory of 
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FREFACB, VII 

" this good king with there&e&sx of his 
u contemporaries, which he never . de* 
u ferved to have loft. Their works have 
u been read with avidity, and the pages 
*' have been bathed with the tears of re- 
u gret. But it never yet entered into the 
" mind of any perfon to paint the unfor* 
" tunate monarch by his moft, fecret 
" thoughts, by extra6ls from his manu- 
* ( fcripts, by his analyfes, by his public 
*' and private correfpondencg, This, 
u however, is the fureft way of appreci*- 
u ating him, to behold Jhim, not in his 
*' court, amidft his courtiers, with that 
*f kind of hprrowed foul which the hajrit 
* of commanding gave him, but in the 
f ' prefence of his ratimate friends, of na- 
'" ture, and of his own confidence. It is 
" by this mode qf trial that we difcover 
u the man without reproach, and. that we 
'* fometimes feel difguft at the great 
« man. The end which it was intwuted 
ba 
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cc to promote by the publication of thefe 
" letters, was to fcatter a few flowers 
" over the tomb of a prince, the friend of 
" mankind, whofe apotheofis will furely 
" be one day made by future gene-i 
" rations/' 

The fureft way of appreciating cha- 
ra6lers, as the Editors have obferved, is 
by viewing them ftript of that borrowed 
kind of foul which the circumftances iii 
which they are placed lead men to affume. 
How often, when we t read antient hif- 
tory, do we feel a reftlefs defire to know 
fomething of the domeftic fituation, the 
undifguifed feelings, of celebrated per- 
fonages. We fee thera like diftant ftars, 
lightJng up the darknefs which covers re- 
mote times, and wifh for a mental tele- 
fcope ' capable of piercing the . gloom of 
ages, through which their. beams pafs 
before they reach us. 
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- Whatever opinions may be formed of 
the motives of the French editors for 
the publication of this correfpondence, it 
feems doubtful if the end they had in 
view will be attained, . We live in an 
age, it has been obferved, when every 
thing is difcufled ; and the firft impreffions 
which we have received refpedling any 
objedl, are often effaced, when we have 
examined it more clofely. At' the open- 
ing of the French revolution Lewis the 
Sixteenth was confidered, by the friends 
4 of liberty, as an hoftile power. In the 
progrefs of this revolution, he made re- 
peated and folemn profeffions of his ad- 
herence to the principles it had eftablifh- 
ed, and the reforms which had taken 
place. He accepted the. title of Reftorer 
of French liberty, and boun<l himfelf by 
the moft facred obligations to maintain 
and execute the conftitutional laws. In 
reading this correfpondence, which, ac- 



cording to its intended Editor*, is to placer^ 
him in the prefenceof his intimate friends* 
Of nature, and his own confeience, we 
may be led to fufpeft either that we have 
hitherto ttiiftaken the meaning of thefc 
term*, or that confeience is a more accom* 
ittodatthg principle With the rulers of na~ 
• tions than with other men ; and whatever 
difpofition we may have to ftrew floweis 
over the tomb of the unfortunate* we may 
be allowed to doubt whether any gene- 
ration, even the remoteft, will raife Lewis 
the Sixteenth to the honors of an apo* 
theofis, 4 

ftof let this ©pinion be deemed ra(h or 
jfevere. If time may be meafured by the 
fucceflion of ideas, we haye lived cen- 
turies of the common flight of years fince 

* the reign of Lewis the Sixteenth : we may 
therefore be permitted to confider our-. 

* felves as a fopt of polarity ^ith refpeft 



to him, and be allowed to be capable of 
judging him with the calm impartiality 
which, in the ordinary courfc of hnrnan 
affaire, is the birthright of fueceetiing 
generations. Bat independently of this 
conikferatibn, whatever may be the per- 
fonaV&elings or opinions of a writer with 
refpectto political chara&ers or events, 
he furely, when he prefames to feife the 
pen of hiftory, cannot lofe fight of the 
dignity of his occupation, or forget (to 
ufe the words, of JohnfbnJ " that he is 
charged with a certain portion of truth/* 

When we firft unroll the mighty canvas 
of the revolution, the mod prominent 
figure is Lewis the Sixteenth. At its 
opening fc6ne, when we behold him in 
pofleffion of abfolute power, and fhrink- 
hig from parting with a final! portion 
where fo much wa# left, the generous 
mind* naturally places itfelf on the fide 
of the oppreffed multitude^ and confiders 
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that dvery weapon wrefted from de-» 
fpotifm was a trophy gained to juftice. 
But when, in the progrefs of the drama, 
we contemplate him, who was once the 
inafter of a powerful empire, bending a 
vi<5thn beneath the tempeft of popular 
fury; when we refleft on the glpomy 
clofe of the tragedy; when we; follow 
him from his throne to a prifon, and from' 
the prifon to the fcaffold ; when we wit- 
nefs his fufferings and his refignation, his 
meeknefs, and his wrongs; when we 
compare his charadler and his deftiny, 
and balance his faults and his punifhment, 
we fee him placed in a point of view 
in which every fympathy of our nature 
pleads in his behalf; and we lament that 
his country was not fpared the offence of 
his death* 

In examining the records which treat 
inore particularly of the hiftory of Lewis 
the Sixteenth, We muft guard againft the 



PREFACE, Xlil 

Jlavifh panegyrift, who views in him no 
error but that of relaxing the flighteft 
rein of authority, and the intemperate, 
' demagogue, who, confiderfrig the kingly 
office as a crime, deems the punifhment 
of the holder an indifpenfable expiation* 
With th<?fe extremes truth holds no aflbci- 
ation. From thofe political rhapfodies 
the impartial enquirer turns with difgufl : 
he fees paflion deforming every page, the 
calumniator ufurping the pen df the his- 
torian, and finds the pleadings of an ad- 
vocate, inftead of the decifions of a judge. 

But if it may hitherto have been diffi- 
cult tQ form a juft eftimate of the real 
character of Lewis the Sixteenth from the 
disfigured documents which have been 
laid before us, thfe intended editors of the 
jprefent correfpondence affert, that we 
have here the moft fure and moft indif- 
putable means of arriving at truth. The 
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evidence they prefent is the moft infallible 
and perfuafive : it is the confeffion of the 
monarch himfelf, the expreflion of his 
inmpft fentiments, the tranfeription of his 
moft fecret thoughts, the unfoldings of 
his mind with kindred affe&ions, the 
transfufion of his confeience into the bo- 
fom of friendfhip, in which referve would 
have been folly, and prevarication without 
a motive. 

It muft be admitted that this, kind of 
evidence is the leaft liable to challenge 
from any quarter, when /he only queftion 
to be decided is the real opinion of the 
party, without any reference to the pro- 
priety or impropriety of holding fuch 
opinion. This is a feparate queftion, of 
which every one will judge according to 
the opinions or prejudices he may have 
previoufly formed. The advocates of the 
king, in the confidence of vi6lory, exult 
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at tlie univerfal fuffirage they have ob- 
tained. « This colledion," fay they, « is 
a monument erected to the glory of 
Lewis the Sixteenth, and which mull ap- 
pear more worthy of eternal duration 
than thofe magnificent maufoleums rfcifed 
with fplendid extravagance, than thofe 
ftatues of marble and bronze, which time 
filently impairs, or which great cataftro- 
phes overturn and deftroy " Whatever 
be the duration of this monument, fome 
doubts, when we have examined it with 
attention, may remain, whether the con- 
fent of the prefent generation or pofterity 
will ratify this fond predidtion with re* 
fped to its glory. 

It was the intention of the king's 
friends to have publilhed thofe papers in 
two volumes. The firft contained fimply 
his letters, and were deftined ," a* nous 
montrer Louis XVI homme prive," to 
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prefent the private chara&er of the king^ 
The fecond volume contained all that 
cjould portray him t€ commehomme pub- 
lic/' as a public chara&er ; . and confifted 
of his difcourfes, memorials, obfervations, 
writings, the analyfis of a few of his 
works ; <c all which objefts, united, were 
to prefent us the laft king of France, as 
a prince really enlightened, made to 
govern men in the folitude of the cabinet, 
fitted to become the counfellor of a king, 
worthy of executing, capable of judging 
men, and tranfmitting his judgements to 
pofterity." This work was fuppofed by 
the editors to offer a " full juftification to 
men who were prejudiced, to awaken in 
generous minds grateful recolle<5lions, .to 
excite remorfe in the hearts of the king's 
perfecutors, to give ufeful inftru&ions to 
ftatefmen, and teach crowned* heads that 
it is not fufficient to poffefs the virtues 
of, Trajan and Antoninus'; that the cou- 
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rage of heroes, and the policy of great 
kings, are equally neceffary, joined to the 
wifdom of a Sully, and the firmnefs of a 
Richelieu/' 

The purpofes of the intended French 
editors have been religioufly obferved 
-with refpe6t to the king's letters, and alfo 
with refpeft to fuch of his other papers 
as have never yet appeared ; but it feem- 
ed to me unnecefiary to fwell thefe 
volujnes with the mafs of papers that 
have been already publifhed, and which 
are to be found in the journals of the 
'times, and in moft of the memoirs er art- 
nals of the French revolution. The chief , 
merit which thefe papers poflefs in the 
eyes of> the editors, is that they were 
written by Lewis the Sixteenth ; and, as 
fuch, contain the faithful expreffion of his 
fentiments. A very few of thofe papers, 
., which we*e but little known, I have pre- 
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ferved : but the infertion of the reft ap- 
peared to me unneceflary, for the reafona 
already mentioned. The titles of the 
papers which are omitted will be men* 
tioned in the table of contents. 

The materials for this monument to 
the glory of Lewis the Sixteenth have 
been for fome time prepared. The 
French editors ftate that they have it in 
their power to enlarge this collection, but 
that a choice was neceflary. We are 
therefore in pofleffion of thofe which are 
nioft favorable to the caufe which the 
friends of the late king are anxious to 
fupport, deeming the evidence fufficjent 
to gain every fuffrage in its favor. 

It is unneceflary* to mention the rea* 
fons which produced the delay of their 
publication, and ftill lefs the means by 
which thefe manufcript volumes fell into 
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my bsiiyis. The, only important point to 
be ascertained was that of their authen- 
ticity. The French editor, in the note 
which precedes his preface, ftates that the 
originals are depofi^ed in the hands of a 
perfonage *' who will think it a pleafure 
and a duty to communicate them to fuch 
as are curious or incredulous/' This 
•ftateraent is tnie. But, independent of 
this external proof, which is conclufive to 
thpfe who are acquainted with the hand- 
writing of the king, fuch meafures have 
been taken, as appeared to me fully fatis- 
fa&ory, to arrive at the greateft fupple- 
mentary proof, by confulting fuch per- 
fdns as were moft likely to be informed 
on the fubje6l. The proofs which I have 
obtained from men who now fill eminent 
offices under the republic,, and from 
others who esercifed the higheft func- 
tions under Lewis the Sixteenth, and who 
were canfequently inftru6led both as to 
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the fpirit and the letter, leave no doubt 
whatever, with refpe6l to the authenticity 
of thofe papers. While they prefent the 
king alternately as a private and public 
man, by his correfpondence with indi- 
viduals, and his difcourfes to the national 
reprefentation and to fe6lions of the 
people, it appears Angular that no fu- 
fpicions entered the minds of the French 
editors, that the public, who were called 
only to admire, would fometimes paufe to 
• comparand to reaibn. The editors, it is 
true, in their preface, hazard certain ank 
madverfions which wear the air of impar- 
tiality, and to which they would limit thofe 
of the readers, "We dare, at prefent," they 
obferve, ," publifh without fear in books, 
what is already in every heart ; and de-, 
clare, in the name of future generations, 
that Lewis the Sixteenth, on the throne 
of the Bourbons, had no other reproach 
to make himfelf in the difficult art of 
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governing, thta that involution which 
neutralifas every thing, that want of fdf- 
confidence which renders the monarch 
hull, and that weaknefs which deftroys." 

Thefe are, no doubt, blemifhes in the 
princely chara&er; and, if nothing fur- 
ther had been intended in this juftificatiori 
6f Lewis the Sixteenth than the difplay 
of his private virtues, refpeft for Jhfis mis- 
fortunes would have left his faults un- 
noticed- But to defend the m&riory of 
Lewis the Sixteenth appears lefs the aim 
bf his friends, than to calumniate the me* 
mory of thoft who have rendered than* 
felves illuftrious by refcuing their com** 
fry from the ignoble fervitude under 
which it was dpprefled; THa generous 
feffbrt is>ftigmatifed in tli£ prefatory ad^ 
drefs as a * feries of iifelefs crimes,' pro- 
ducing only ufelefs difafters.^ The re- 
volution, by changing all the etemefttt df 
vdx.. u c 
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focial order, is ftated to have t€ eaufedtfae 
molt enlightened nation of Europe to 
. make a retrograde ftep towards barba- 
rifm," and, which is ftill more difaftrous*. 
€€ to have rendered indocile to the yoke 
the people' whom the king's birth had 
condemned him to govern." 

The defence of Lewis the Sixteenth is 
therefore jio longer the point in conteft, 
or at leaft becomes only a point of fe- 
condary confideration. ttis friends have, 
fhifted the ground on which they might 
have remained fecure, and, by enlarging 
their means of defence, ha<e left them- 
felves and the obje<5t of their idolatry 
open to attack. It is no longer the king 
they mean to defend ; it is. the revolution 
they are eameft to criminate. Let them 
not be difpleafed, therefore, if, in the ob^ 
fervations which have fuggefted them- 
\ felves on reading thefe letters, they fome- 
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times difqover an attempt to defend that 
barbarifm towards which the mall en- 
lightened country of Europe had made a 
retrograde ftep. 

And what period in the annals df man- 
kind more calculated to awaken folemn, 
rapt attention, to feife every faculty of 
the foul, to call forth every feeling 
excited by the fublime and the terri- 
ble, than the epocha of that revolution 
;which, in its effe&s, will change the 
condition, and almoft the deftinies, of 
man I How long will poft eritypaule on 
the folemn page which marks its mighty 
records ! In reading hiftory, we pafs ra- 
pidly over the common flighty of years 
and ages^ like the traveller, who diligent- 
ly purfues his way through a country 
which prefents only ordinary objeds: 
but, when this aftonifhing sera unfolds 
itfelf to the intelleftual view, the reader 
c 2 
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Will M a foflfation finpilar to that of tte 
fajne traveller, when, fuddenly burfting; 
oft hi? fight* he beholds fcenes of over- 
whelming majefty, and finds himfelf fur- 
rounded by images of nature, the beauti- 
ful, the fuhftme, the terrific, the ftupen- 
dous, which fiU his mind with aftoniflt- 
taent, or fWeJJ his bofpm with enthufiaflSc 

Coofidejitjg the French revolution as 
fhe.moft important event of modertf 
hiftory, every tiling that tends io throve 
tfgf^i or that mpmentous epocha has 
fane portion of intereft ; and it is with 
thi? perfua&on that I prefume to offer tor 
tlW public the observations that accom- 
pany t;he ifubfequent letters. If I have 
v\qX $<?pqeale4 my admiration of the 
great 4n4 ' exalted principles in favor 
$f 'the human race which the revolution 
to«t cfcftwed to eftablife, I hope alio, 
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that, in commenting pn the chara&er and 
condudl of Lewis the (Sixteenth, I fhall 
not be accufed of iqfenfibility or injuftice> 
while I have fought nothing but trutfr. 
Some of the obfervatjoijs fubjoined, trivial 
perhaps in themfelyes, may derive value 
from their connexion with th^ mighty 
event of the revolution, in the fame man^ 
ner as an ofcfcure iiidividnial may be'rer 
menibered, who carves his name upon arj 
immortal monument which mocks thp 
definition of time* 
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,LETTRE I. 

%. 

A M. DE VERGENNES* 

17 Octobrc, 1774. 
J'AI lu, Monsieur, la depeche secrete et 
ttfcs importante de M. le chevalier de St f 
Priest. Je n'ignore pas les services du sieur 
Thugut; k mais je n'en connais pas les details* 
Je tiendrai les paroles que le feu roi lui avait 
donn es. Mais la maniere ne peut s'exe-* 
cuter lorsqu'il sera en France, comma M« 
de St Priest le propose. Quel inconve* 
hient j aurait-il a le laisser a Vienne ? Je 
tais bien qu'il y repugne; mais je croia 
fctre sfir qu'on n'a a Vienne aucune notice 
<Je lui. Quand il j sera arrive, peut-etre 
VOl,. I. p 
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tae le remployerait-on pas dans la politique; 
mais alors il pourra voyager, et venir s'eta- 
blir en France, ou il sera tranquille: et 
comme d'ailleurs je ne le crois pas Autri- 
chien, ni meme sujet de l'imperatrice, cela 
lui sera aise. 

Je ne crois pas que M. de Kaunitz le tour- 
mente sur ses negociations des declarations 
moins fortes j si on le savait, il pourrait 
les rejetter sur la faute des drogmans, qui 
n'ont pas bien entendu ce qu'il voulait dire. 
II n'y a nulle bonne raison a donner pour 
son retour par la men Quand il sera arrivd 
en France, si la reine demande une place 
pour lui, n'etant pas du secret, elle ne pourra 
pas donner des raisons a Timperatrice, sur- 
tout pour Tempecher de retourner a Vienne, 
plutot que de se fixer en France : et par la 
Ton verra que c'est le cabinet qui le pousse ; 
et s'il y eut jamais eu des soupfons contre 
lui, ils se reuouvelleront. Le prince de 
Kaunitz comparera les ordres qu'il a donnas 
a la maniere dont il les a executes. Je 
me souviens que M. D'Aiguillon, en me 
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rendant compte, me dit que le feu roi avait 
fait dire a ririternQnce (M. de Thugut) 
que, si Tintrigue etait d&ouverte, il ne lui 
donnerait pas de retraite en France, mais 
xmp pension pour vivre ou il pourrait. 
L# frame decouverte, le roi de Prusse 
ne manquerait pas de nous brouiller avec 
Vienne : et ce sera avec raison qu'il parlera 
des petites intrigues que la c6ur de France 
emploie, en mqntrant que nous n'avoh$ 
pas agi de bonne foi avee elle : et dans ce 
moment, ou la cour de Vienne v$ut s'ap- 
procher de nous, il est tres important de 
ne pas lui donner des ombrages. Si on 
veytt emplpyer jML Thugut, il lui sftr^ aise, 
dans la persuasion ou je suis qu'il nest 
pas jie sujet de l'imperatrice, de demander 
son renvoi par raison de sante, Alors il 
pourra venir jouir en France du fruit d§ 
ses travaux ; et peut §tre meme ser^-t-jl v&? 
'commande par la cour de Vienne. Voilst 
ce qui je pense sur Jui, et pour ne pas noij» 
compromettre, 

Lg? litres qui sont jpintes ici, prpuye^t 
S3 
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la corifiance qu'on a en lui, et qu'on he le 
soup9onne de rien. L'annee prochaine, 
ou les affaires de la Pologne seront finies, 
les vues de la maison d'Autriche remplies, 
ou il n'y aura nulle raisoii de revenir sur le 
passe, ou les cours copartageantes seront en 
guerre entre elles, — Vienne, voulant culti- 
ver notre amitie, ne cherchera pas a inquie- 
ter quelqu'un quelle pourrait soupfonner 
nous etre attache. Vous pouvez lui faire 
dire que le baron de Breteuil sera charge 
de lui donner protection indirecte, et les 
moyens de s' evader en cas de soupfon. 

La politique de M. de Kaunitz est une 
chose bien incomprehensible; Plus Je la 
vois, ;moins je la comprends. Par les inr 
structions de Thugut, il parait qu'il le croit 
absolument lie avec la Russie, et qu'il n'a 
pas contribue au traite de paix : du moins 
1'a-t-il approuve. De l'autre cote, il nous 
doit dire qu'il en craint fort les suited : et 
Tempereur s'etant explique avec Tabbe 
Georgel, il faut conclure de cela que sa po- 
litique est d'etre bien avec tout le raonds, 
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pout f trouver son hiteret particulier. 
Noils sommes lies avec lui par un bon 
ixaite : et s'il veut quelqu^ chose de nous, 
il faut attcndre qu'il s'explique, et que nous 
y voyions quelque chose d'avantageux ; car 
il n y a rien a craindre de rester tranquille, 
surtout se jnefiant des bons offices du roi 
de Prusse* 

' Pour M. le chevalier de St Priest, 3 
*st absolument necessaire qulil reste dans 
ce pays la: il y est trop utile, pour le laisset 
revenir. II faut que M. Gerard lui re- 
ponde amicalement sur cet article, comme 
il s'en explique avec lui, sans paraitre* vous 
avoir communique sa lettre ; mais qu'il lui 
ote toute idee de retour; qu'il lui dise 
qu'il a cru entrevoir, par ce qu'il vous a 
-entendu dire precedemment, que ses ser- 
vices me sont tres agreables, et que per- 
sonne ne peut mieux servir Tetar que lui 
dans de pareilles circonstances ; et qu'il 
aura une recompense digne de ses services, 
quand il aura rempli le tems necessaire. 
Pour vous; repetez lui que je suis, on ne 
B 3 / > 
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peutpis plus, content de ses services, e* 
qu'il ny a pas d'occasion plus belle de me 
servir; que e'est a lui a rassembler les de* 
bris dun batiment pr§t a toinber en ruirie j 
que e'est a lui de le ressusciter de ses cen- 
dres ; que vous sentez bien que sa charge 
est tres pefcante j mais qu'avec de Tesprit 
et du courage cbmme il en a, il y reussira 
beaucoup mieux que d'autres, et qu'il eft 
aura toute la gloire* Vdus 6ntrerez apre* 
cela dans des details sur'notre commerce j 
vous lui marquerez que e'est de sa vigilance 
que depend sa mine, ou la certitude de re* 
venir dans l'etat le plus'flprissant ou il ait 
jamais ete, comme Touverture de la Met 
N oirepeut nous le prouver. Enfin vous 
le louerez de sa prevoyance a opposer'le 
Catholicisme au rit Grec j et vous lui ajou- 
terez qu'il ne pouvait rien faife qui me 
fut plus agreable, et que je Texhorte a 
continuer. ' 



LEWIS XVI. 1 

LETTER L 

(Translation.) 
TO M. DE VERGENNES. . 

October 17th, 1774. 

I HAVE read, Sir, the secret and very 
Important dispatchers of M. le chevalier de 
St. Priest. I am not ignorant of the ser- 
vices of M. Thugut, though unacquainted 
with the details ; and will certainly adhere 
to the engagements' made by the late king. 
But this cannot be accomplished in the 
manner M. de St Priest suggests, if ML 
Thugut should come to France. What 
inconvenience can result from leaving him 
at Vienna ? I know his repugnance to re- 
main: but I have reason to believe that 
no informations respecting him have reach- 
ed that place. Perhaps, on his arrival, he 
may not be re-employed in political af- 
fairs ; in which case he may travel, and 
fome and establish himself in France, 

B 4 
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Where he will live in tranquillity : and this 
he may do the more easily, as I believe he 
is neither an Austrian, nor evien a subject 
of the empress. 

I do not think ihat M* de Kaunit? will 
persecute him on the subject of his nego* 
tiations cesptecting less important declara* 
tions : but, if this should be known, he caa 
throw the fault upon the interpreters, who 
did not well comprehend what he meant 
ko say. I perceive no good reason what- 
ever, for his returning by sea : and if the 
queen, tipon his arrival in France, asks i 
place for him, not being in the secret, she 
can allege no reason to the empress, why 
lie -should not return to Vienna rather thail 
fcettle in France : it will therefore soon be 
perceived that the cabinet his pushed him 
on ; i^nd if evier any suspicions arose against 
him, they will be renewed. The prince of 
Kaunitz will compare the orders he gave 
with the manner in which they were exe- 
cutedi I recollect that M. D'Aiguillon, in 
giving me an account of this, told me that 



the late king had made known to the inter- 
nuncio (M. de Thugut) that, if the intrigue 
were discovered, he would not give" him a 
retreat in France, but a pension with which 
he might live where lie could. If the plot 
were known, the king of Prussia would . 
not fail to embroil us with Vienna, and 
woifld have some reason to talk of the 
little intrigues which the court of France 
employs, by shewing that we have not 
acted towards Vienna with good faith : and 
at this moment, when that court wishes to 
connect itself more nearly with us, it be- 
comes important to give it no umbrage; 
If the Austrian cabinet should wish to em* 
ploy M. Thugut, it will be ea£y for him, 
(persuaded as I am that he was not born a 
subject of the empress,) to ask his dismis- 
sion on account of health : he could then 
come and enjoy in France the fruits of his 
labours, and may perhaps even be recom- 
mended by the court of Vienna. This is 
all I can suggest for him, without com- 
mitting ourseV&e. 
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The inclosed letters pr6ve the degree ot 
confidence placed in him, and that he is 
far from being suspected. Next year, 
when the affairs of Poland are finished, 
and the views of the house of Austria ac- 
complished, when there will no longer be 
any reason to recur to the past,, when the 
co-participating courts will be at war with 
each other, Vienna, desirous of cultivat- 
ing our friendship, will avoid molesting a 
person whom that court may suspect of 
bearing us some attachment. You may 
inform him that the baron de Breteuil has 
orders to afford him indirect protection, 
and the means of escape, if necessary. 

The politics of M. de Kaunitz are quite 
incomprehensible ; and the more I see of 
them, the less I understand. It appears 
from Thugut's instructions, that he be- 
lieves him to be absolutely connected with 
Russia, and that he did not contribute to 
the treaty of peace, which, however, he 
has at least approved* Oa the other hand, 
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lie seems to tdil us, that he is apprehen- 
sive of the consequences: and, the emperor 
having had an explanation with the abbe 
Georgel, we must conclude from hence 
that his policy is to be well with all the 
world, aS far as it serves his own particu- 
lar interests. We are connected with him 
by a good treaty : and if he wishes to ob- 
tain any thing of us, we must wait till he 
explains himself, and till we perceive some 
advantage in whalt he proposes; for we 
have nothing to fear in remaining quiet* 
above all while we mistrust the good of- 
fices of the king of Prussia. 

With respect to M. le chevalier de St 
Priest, it is absolutely necessary that he 
should remain in that country : he is too 
useful, to be suffered to return. Since he 
has expressed this wish to M. Gerard, he 
must reply in a friendly manner, and with- 
out appearing to have communicated the 
letter to you, but in such terms as to leavp 
him no idea of returning. Let M, Gerard 
observe to him, that, from what he has heard 
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you say, he is persuaded thtt his services . 
are highly agreeable to me *; that no man 
can be so useful to the state in such circum- 
stances, as himself; and that, when he has 
fulfilled his task, he will meet with a re- 
compense worthy of his labours. You will 
also not fail to repeat to him how much I 
am satisfied with his conduct, and that he 
. will never find a more happy occasion of 
serving me — that it is left for him to prop 
up an edifice falling into ruins, and save it 
from mouldering into dust ; that you know 
well how burdensome is the task he has 
to perform, but that, -with talents and 
cotirage like his, he will succeed far better 
than others, and all the glory will be his 
own. You will then enter into details 
upon our commerce, and shew him that 
its ruin, or the certainty of its rising to a 
more flourishing state than ever, depends 
upon his vigilance ; which the openinjg of 
the Black Sea may prove to us. Finally, 
you will applaud his care in opposing Ca- 
tholicism to the Greek ritual, assuring him 
that he could do' nothing more agreeable 
to me, and that I exhort him to persevere* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE 1st LETTEB. 

• 

THIS, and the following letter, which 
were in the possession of the secret com- 
mittee of the convention In 1792, have 
been already published ; but having found 
•them placed in the collection,' and as they 
contain some curious matter, I thought 
that their republication would give an ad* 
dional interest to the work. 

Perhaps there is less subject of surprise 
at what has been called the treason of ML 
Thugut, than may at first view be imagine . 
ed; nor can it be deemed extraordinary that 
a spy of monarchical France should be a 
chief counsellor in the late coalition against 
republican France, Ministers, like other 
men, kre influenced by the strongest mo- 
tives : and as aclf-intcrest has its due 
weight with those who figure at the 
head of governments, we need not wonder 
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that M. de Thugut should serve the Au* 
strian cabinet with as much sincerity, if 
not with as much success, as he had here- 
tofore served the French. That system of 
politics which has in this instance been 
called treason, and which an animated 
writer of our own country has stigmatised 
by the title of " exploded villany," was 
too much the mode at the time this letter 
was written, to merit so harsh a censure : 
and if indignation, in our regenerated days, 
be excited at the mention of these epithets, 
let it be remembered, that, at the epocha 
when M. de Thugut enacted the spy of 
the court of France against the country 
of which he is now the ex-minister, this 
kind of villany was far from being confined 
to subalterns, however true it may be that 
it is now exploded. Of the influence of 
Austrian counsels, and the existence of 
Austrian committees, regulating the affairs 
of the French government, from the pe-r 
rigd of the revolution in 1789, to the falj 
of the throne in 1792, wq have heard 
much, and probably more than was fbjuncl? 
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ed. The causes of the opposition of the 
court to the first of those events, and 
which finally brought on the last, lie too 
near the surface to need profound investi- 
gation. There is no evidence that the 
cabinet of Versailles during the last reign, 
except near its close, was swayed by that 
of Vienna; and there is great reason to 
believe that the former was always on its 
guard against the attempts of Austrian in- 
fluence. In the present letter, we see Lewis 
the Sixteenth giving instructions to his 
minister respecting the mode of directing 
the secret negotiations (called espionfiage 
by one party, and treason by the other) 
of M. Thugutj and much management 
takes place, in order to keep the queen 
in the dark respecting these mysterious 
transactions. 

That attempts were made to form an 
Austrian party in the court of France at 
that period, is a point on which there is 
no difference of opinion, and of which 
the caution of the young monarch, in the 
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counsel he gives his minister, affords In* 
'disputable evidence. Lewis the Sixteenth 
Jjad succeeded, however, if not in crushing* 
at least in neutralising, this faction, by the 
change of ministers at his "accession, and 
particularly in the choice of M. de Veiv 
gennes, who is represented as a person at- 
tached to the principles of the old French 
politics in their primitive purity, before 
they were adulterated by the Austrian sy-* 
stem of the abbe Bernis, and the duke of 
Choiseul. 

Whatever instances of weakness the king 
may have exhibited on other occasions* 
nothing could exceed his firmpess in the 
resistance which he made against the mul- 
tiplied attempt? to bend him to the Au* 
$trian yoke. The instructions, given by 
his father the Dauphin, had been carefully 
treasured up in his mirid j and the ministers 
who possessed his confidence, such as MM* 
de Vergenmjs and Maurepas, were care- 
ful that these early impressions should not 
be weakened. The queen had fceen t** 
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tored in a contrary fyftem, with equal f$- 
duloufnefs, by an afpiring mother; but her 
eloquence was idle, and her charms power- 
lefs, when employed againft this ftabborn 
citadel. So carefully was (he excluded 
from all acquaintance with the fecret 
tranfa&ions of the ftate, that Lewis the 
Sixteenth, (crapulous in his adherence to 
the precepts of his father, is reprefented 
as being (b much on his guard, that the 
queen was ignorant even of the place, 
where the memorials of* enmity againft 
thehoufe of Auftria, which he inherited 
from the Dauphin, were depofited, and 
the number of which was every day aug- 
mented, by the jealous attention of the 
minider to fofter this falutary averiion in 
the heart of the prince. 

It was at this period that the queen, 
who, " like a morning (lar, had juft ap- 
peared on our horizon," (to borrow the 
elegant phrafeology of the orator) " full 
of life, and fplendor, and joy," found 
every beam refra&ed, when (hot into the 

vol. i. c 
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political mift. The fpirit of chivalry was 
no more awake to her wrongs at that 
period, than in fubfequent times ; and this 
beautiful princefs faw herfelf not only ex- 
cluded from the confidence of the king 
in matters which appeared to intereft her 
moft nearly, but expofed to the pleafantries 
of minifters, who fmiled at her impotent 
efforts to replace them, and accufed her, 
perhaps without reafon, of a£b of pecula- 
tion in her adopted country, to enrich 
the exhaufted treafury of her imperial 
brother. 

Of the continued ftruggle between the 
queen and his minifters, Lewis is repre- 
fented as remaining the calm obferver. 
He feems to have made a juft analyfis 
of his own affe&ions. He loved the 
queen for thofe qualities which rendered 
her lovely; and his conjugal tendernefs 
has never been taxed with alienation or 
levity : but the fecrets of the ftate were 
never difclofed, unlefs in fome moment of 
unguarded confidence, which, it has been 
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faid, fhe' was fometimes earneft to pro- 
voke. To keep her altogether ignorant 
of the affairs of ftate was found impoffi- 
ble : the mode therefore which was 
adopted with the greateft fuccefs, was to 
miflead her with refpeft to the fecret 
operations of government. Accordingly, 
in the letter before us, the fieur Thugut, 
the fpy of France againft the Auftrian 
cabinet, is fuppofed by the queen to be an 
agent ih its favor ; and flie is reprefented by 
the king as fo little in the fecret (" n'etant 
pas du fecret/ > ) that meafures were con- 
certed between him and NL de Vergennes, 
on the prefumption, that, when this agent 
fhould arrive in France, the queen would 
be folicitous to reward his zeal by pro- 
curing him fome place or employment. 

But, whatever might have been the 
amount of diftruft or confidence between 
the king and queen, as exhibited in this 
letter, the fieur Thugut appears in no 
very flattering afpeft. It is evident that 
this ex-minifter of the Auftrian cabinet 
c z 
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had held the poft of French infpe&or of 
its fecrets during the reign of Lewis 
the Fifteenth ; which monarch feems fo 
little to have valued hisTervices, that, ia 
cafe his intrigues (that is, the intrigues of 
M. Thugut) were difcovered, he was to 
expe& no afylum in France. Lewis the 
Sixteenth, however, appears to hold M. 
Thugut's fervices in higher eftimation. 
He allows him, under the perfuafion that 
this ex-minifter was no Auftrian, to come 
into France, and enjoy the fruits of his 
labors; and even provides againft the 
gangers which may befall him from the 
fufpicions of the court of Vienna, by af- 
iiiring him that M. de Breteuil (hail give 
him indirect protection, and the means 
of making his efcape. 

That the baron de Thugut was ori- 
ginally a fpy of France, feems to admit 
of no 'doubt : but, as I have already ob- 
served, no conclufion can be drawn on 
this head againft the fidelity with which 
he has . fince acquitted himfelf in hi* 
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office of minifter at Vienna. If his fuccefs 
has not equalled his zeal in this laft em- 
ployment, it mud be remembered that he 
has only failed in an enterprife where 
none have fucceeded ; and that his humili- 
ation and defeat are fhared with the moft 
renowned warriors and able ftatefmen in 
Europe, without the pale of the French 
republic* He has been accufed of ob- 
ilinacy in his perfeverance to continue the 
war, when all hope of fuccefs of bringing 
it to its defired conclufion' had vanifhed : 
but hope is delufive ; and we may pardon 
M. de Thugut for the defedt of his poli- 
tical optics, when fo many others, nearer 
to the fcene of a&ion than himfelf, have 
had their fight totally ofcfcured. 



C3 
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LETTRE II. 



A M. DE VERGENNES. 

llAvra,177«- 

JE vous renvoye, Monfieur, la depeche 
dc M. de St. Prieft. Je nc crois pas que la 
maifon d'Autriche cntende fon int&£t cq 
ne voulant pas demander la liberty du 
commerce de la Mer Noire* Toutes les 
demarches que fon cabiuet fait depuis 
tjuclque terns font bien obfeures, et bien 
faufles. Je crois qu'il eft embarraffe de fes 
nouvelles ufurpations en Moldavie, et qu'il 
ne fait comment fe les faire adjuger: lacour 
de Ruffie les defapprouve ; et la Porte ije 
cojnientira jamais a les ceder k Tempereur. 
Je ne crois nullement a ce nouvel accord 
entre ces cours co-partageantes. Je les crois 
plut6t en observation vis-a-vis les unes des 
autres, et fe defiant d'elles mutuellement. 
L'avis de M. dc Lauzun me confirme 
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dans ma pen&e. Pour ce qui eft de l'in- 
vafion que les troupes de Tempereur ont 
faite dans Fetat de Venife; je n'y vois 
nulle raifon ; raais la loi du plus fort eft 
toujours la meilleure : elle denote bien 
Je cara&fcre ambitieux et defpote de Tem* 
pereur, dont il ne s'eft pas cach£ au baron 
de Breteuil. II faut croire qu'il a fu 
fafclner abfolument les yeux de fa mire ; " 
car toutes fes ufurpations n'etaient point de 
ion gout ; et elle Tavait bien declare au 
commencement. La depeche que refut 
M. Thugut, prouve bien que M* de 
Kaunitz defapprouve tout ce qui fe pafle, 
et a eu la main forc^e : c'eft f&rement 
du Lafcy. Nous n'avons rien a faire dans 
ce moment, que de tout voir, et nous tenir 
fur nos gardes fur ce qui nous viendra de 
Vienne. Honnetet£ et retenue doivent 
Stre notre marche : mais M. de St. Prieft 
peut toujours tflter le terrein a Conftanti- 
nople, fur la navigation libre de la Mer 
Noire. Je me trompe fort, fi les trois 
cours ne prendront pas querelle k la fois : 
et garde l'incendie ! 

C4 
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LETTER H. 

"• (Trem/lation.) 

TO MR. DE VERGENNES. 

April lith, 1775. 

I SEND you back, Sir, the difpatches of 
M. de St. Prieft, #nd do not think the houfe 
of Auftria cpnfults its own intereft by re- 
futing to demand freedom of commerce 
on the Black Sea. Every meafure taken 
by that. cabinet for fome time paft is ob~ 
fcure and, falfe. It is, I believe, rather 
cmbarraffed by its new ufurpatioiis in 
Moldavia, and does not well know how 
to obtain their confirmation. They are 
difapproved by the court of Ruffia* and 
the Porte will never confent to yield them 
to the emperor. I do not give the 
fmalleft credit to this new convention, 
between the co-participating courts. I 
confider them as placed in obfervation on 
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each other, and watching every move* 
ment with mutual diftruft ; and the intel- 
ligence I have received from M. de 
LauzuQ, confirms me in this opinion. 
There appears to me no reafonable mo- 
tive for the invafion of the ftate of Venice 
by the emperor's troops; but the law of the 
ftrongeft is always the be ft. This aggref- 
{ion marks the ambitious and defpotic cha- 
ra&er of the emperor, which he has taken 
no trouble to conceal from the baron de 
Br&euiL He feems to have fafcinated the 
eyes of his mother ; for fhe had no tafte 
for. thefe ufurpations; which fhe openly 
declared in the commencement. The 
difpatches received by M. Thugut fhew 
clearly that M. de Kaunitz difapproves of 
all that is pa fling, and has only afted by 
compulfion. The main-fpring, no doubt, 
is Lafcy ; and all we have to do at 
prefent is to obferve attentively, and be on 
our guard againft whatever comes to us 
from Vienna. Politenefs and referve fhould 
form the whole of our conduit. M. de 
St. Prieft may, however, found the dif- 



2S CORRESPONDENCE OF 

pofitions at Constantinople, relative to the 
Dree navigation of the Black Sea. If I 
am not much deceived, the three courts 
will quarrel at the fame time : and then 
let us beware of the conflagration* 



i 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE lid LETTER. 



AFTER the ufurpations in Moldavia 
and the continued projects of aggr&ndife- 
ment on the part of the Auftrian cabinet, 
it was not furprifing that that govern- 
ment folicited without hefitation from the 
Porte the liberty of trading in the Black 
Sea: but it is difficult to conceive why 
France fhould not have afked this privi- 
lege exclufively for herfelf ; which would 
not- only have been highly advantageous 
for the country, but would have been the 
means of conne&ing it more clofely with 
the Porte,, and would have enabled the 
cabinet of Verfailles to oppofe with all 
its influence the projects of Ruffia on 
Turkey in Europe. 

Though the king was yet little pradifed 
in the art of government, he knew enough 
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to perceive, that, under certain inftl- 
tutions, power was Vight ; fince, as he 
obferves in fomewhat of an ironical tone, 
the law of the ftrongeft is always the 
beft. Lewis felt the injuftice of thofe en- 
croachments againft which he inveighs, 
lamenting, as a man, what he could not 
remedy as a prince. It is very probable, 
however, that, had not the American 
war intervened, and, fbon after, that of 
the French revolution, the three powers 
which divided Poland would not have re- 
mained long in harmony together. The 
French resolution has altogether deranged 
|he old diplomacy of the Northern cabi- 
nets. The fate of the Turkifh empire is 
(till fufpended ; and he muft be no dim- 
lighted politician who fhall determine 
with any degree of certainty the epocha of 
its di Ablution. But, if it exifts only from 
the jealoufy of the European powers, the 
friends of the progrefs of civilifation and 
the extenfion of knowledge will perhaps 
wiih they may one day come to a better 
tinderftanding. 
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In this letter, baron Thugut appear*, 
again on the fcene, where he fhews him- 
felf no friend to the aggrandifement of 
the houfe of Auftria, Every man fulfills 
his deftiny. The baron appears to have 
been the friend of France, and, willingly 
or unwillingly, has adted well the part 
which Providence affigned him. We are 
told that he is once more approaching the 
cabinet "of Vienna :— perhaps the meafure 
of defeat and humiliation of the Auilrian 
court is not yet complete. 
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LETTRE IIL 



.A M. DE ST. GERMAIN. 

{fan* date) 

Monsieur, i 

v LE mode uniforme de manoeuvre pour 
toute rinfanterie Fran9aife, que vous 
m'adrefiez, eft abfolument neceflaire. 
Vouz le propofez; et je lui donne a- 
vec plaifir mon approbation. II trouvera 
fans doute des contradi£Uurs : mais il 
doit plaire aux vrais nulitaires. Vous de- 
mandez, dans un autre memoire, qu'il 
foit inftitue, pour les foldats et pour les 
bas officiers, un.ordre de Mars, dontles 
fignes refpe&es feraient conferes fur le 
champ de bataille aux braves juges dignes 
de cet honneur. J'adopte cette idee avec 
joie : le Franjais, naturellement paffionne 
pour la gloire, fent des recompenfes ho* 
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norables. L'ordre de Mars deviendrait 
pour lui un puiflant aiguillon pour bien 
faire. C'eft ainfi que les Bayard, les Cril- 
Ion, les Duguefclin, faifaient des foldats, 
et les coriduifaient a la viftoire. Donnez 
a vbtre projet de nouveaux developpe- 
mens : cherchez tous les moyens d'exciter 
remulation,_de recompenfer la bravoure, 
de faire parler Thonneur. Le foldat 
Franfais m&ite bien que le chef de l'etat 
s'occupe de lui. 
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LETTER III. * 

(Tranflatim.) 

TO M. DE ST. GERMAIN. 

(without date.) 

Sir, 
THE uniform mode of manoeuvring 
for all the French infantry, which you 
propofe to me, is abfolutely neceflary ; 
and I give with pleafure my approbation 
to your plan. It will, no doubt, meet 
with oppofition, but muft be agreeable ta 
real military men. You demand, in 
another memorial, that an order of Mars 
fhould be instituted for the fbldiers and 
fubaltefn officers, the refpedtable infignia 
of which fhould be conferred, upon the 
field of battle, on fuch as are judged 
worthy of that honor. I adopt this idea 
with delight : Frenchmen, whofe ruling 
paffion is glory, appreciate honorable re- 
wards ; and the order of Mars will be- 
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come a powerful ftimulant to generous 
adtions. It was thus that the Bayards, the 
Crillons, the Duguefclins, formed foldiers, 
and led them on to vi&ory. Explain your 
plan more fully ; feek every means of ex- 
citing emulation, of recompenfing valour, 
and of making the voice of honor be 
hear4* The French foldier well deferves 
that thofe who are • at the hea$ of the 
nation fhould take an intqreii jn his 
concerns. , 

\ - : i 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE ffld LETTEJL 



NO event created, at the time, frtdre 
forprife at /^erfailles than the nomination 
of the Count de St. Germain to the war- 

, department. The hiftory of this' general 
is fomewhat lingular* He was at firft a 
Jefuit ; which profeffion he left for that 
of the army, where he ferved with the 
rank of lieutenant. An affair of honor 

} led him to pafs into the fervice of the 
Eleftor Palatine, which he^ quitted for 
that of the Emperor Charles, where he 
obtained the rank of major-general. Up- 
on the death of this prince, he returned 
to France as field-marfhal, was made lieu- 
tenant-general in j 784, and, during the 
peace which followed that period, had 
the command of Flanders. In confe- 
rence of a clifpute With Marfhal Broglio 
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in 1760 he went to Denmark, where the 
king named him field-marftial, and gave 
him the command of all his troops. On 
the king's death, being obliged to refign 
his command, he returned to live near 
Worms, and fixed his definitive refidence 
in AMace. 

This nomination caufed the more won- 
der, as the name of M. de St. Germain 
had never been mentioned among the 
competitors for this department. In the 
memoirs written at that period, • the hif* 
tory is thus related : M. "de Maleflierbes 
was converting in his cabinet with M. 
Dubois, commander of the police* on the 
affairs of the -court, when he "obferved 
that there were many competitors for the 
War-department then vacant, paming 
Meffieurs du Chitelet, de Brtteuil, de 
Caftries, and de Vaux. " The whole; 
court isin agitation,'* fays Maleflierbes: 
** whom would you chufe, my friend, if 
you were king ?"-*:«« A perfdn 1 , Mon* 

D2 
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feigneur, who is not on the lift of candi- 
didates, becaufe virtue and merit conceal 
themfelves— the Count de St. Germain." 
" You are in the right," exclaimed the 
minifter ; " he is a man of great merit ; 
and his mind has been proved by mif- 
fortune and injuftice. But we are build- 
ing caftles in the air $ he has no pro- 
te&ors. O that I were the matter V* — 
Here the converfation ended: but, the 
fame evening, the fubje&of the nomina- 
tion of the new minifter was renewed 
with M. de Maurepas. " Whilft the 
king is employed in choofing," laid M. de 
Maleflterbes, " I will give you an idea, of 
a friend of mine, which is, to beftow the 
place on M. de St. Germain. I own I think 
him very capable of filling it : but he is 
abfent, and without prote6h>rs.' > — -"With- 
out protc&ors V\ replied N$. de, Maurepas: 
'«' let us befhis friends; hepojflefles talents^ 
and, indep^ndantly of his military abili- 
ties, has written me letters filled with ex- 
cept idc^s." M. de Maurepas went to 
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the king, and gave him an account of his 
converfation with M. de Malefherbes. — ' 
The' king decided at once in favor of M. 
de St. Germain, recommended the greateft 
fecrecy, wrote the letter, and ordered the 
two minifteYs to fend it to Alface by a 
confidential meffenger. A perfon of this 
kind was found— one who had been at- 
tached to the general through all his for- 
tunes. When he reached his habitation, he 
found the modern Cincinnatus planting a 
pear-tree. M. de St* Germain recognifed 
the ftranger — cc Is it you ? M he exclaimed. 
" What, in the name of heaven, brought 
you here ?'%-" A matter of importance/* 
he was anfwered : " but finifh your plant- 
ing ; and then we will go into the houfe." 
" -—Speak: I (hall find time enough to 
plant."— 4 * I come by his majefty's or- 
ders.*'— <c What ! has fome one again 
prejudiced the king againft one of his 
moft faithful fervants, and who has no 
other rfegret, than that of being no longer 
ufeful to him? have I pot yet filled. up my 
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cup of misfortunes ?" — " This, Monfieur 
lc Comte, will be eafy to bear : here is 
the difpatch ; read it." — M. de St. Ger- 
main kitted the letter with tranfport, and 
ftammered out a few words of acknow- 
ledgement. " What has led the king to 
think of me ?" The meffenger told him 
that he had received inftru&ions to re- 
queft him to fet out inftantly. — M But 
how ? I have neither drefs nor equipage, 
to appear at court. "— u In whatever 
manner you go, you will ,be welcome. 
Come along ! let us fet off." 



- o 



Of the order in queftion, and which 
forms the fubje& of the king's letter, we 
are altogether ignorant ; fince nothing oc- 
curs in the memoirs of the time, to throw 
light on this matter. The king appears 
to have been anenthufiaflr, at the mo- 
ment, lor the inftitution of this military 
nobility, as the reward of courage and 
virtue, and which was probably meant by 
this reforming rainifter as a counterpoife 
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to that ordinary nobility which founds its 
diftin&ion on no fuch adventitious qua- 
lities. As we hear nothing further of this 
institution than what is contained in the 
king's letter, it is not unlikely that the 
babituh of the court were fuccefsful in 
oppofing this romantic innovation. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE ffld LETTEJL 



NO event created, at the tiirie, ittftre 
forprife at Verfailles than the nomination 
of the Couttt <te St. Germain to the war- 
department. The hiftory of this' genera} 
is fomewhat lingular. He was at firft a 
Jefuit ; which profeffion he left for that 
of the army, where he ferved with the 
rank of lieutenant. An affair of honor 
led him to pafs into the fervice of the 
Ele&or Palatine, which he^ quitted for 
that of the Emperor Charles, where he 
obtained the rank of major-general. Up- 
on the death of this prince, he returned 
to France as field-marfhal, was made lieu* 
tenant-general in J 784, and, during the 
peace which followed that period, had 
the command of Flanders. In confe- 
rence of a (Hfpute with Marfhal Broglio 
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in 1760 he went to Denmark, where the 
king named him field-marfhal, and gave 
him the command of all his troops. On 
the king's death, being obliged to refign 
his command, he returned to live near 
Worms, and fixed his definitive refidence 
in AMace. 

This nomination caufed the more won- 
der, as the name of M* de St. Germain 
had never been mentioned among th6 
competitors for this department. In the 
memoirs written at that period,- the hif* 
tory is? thus related : M. "de Maleflierbes 
was converfing in his cabinet with M. 
Dubois, commander of the police* on the 
affairs of the court, when he'obferved 
that there were many competitors for the 
War-department then vacant, qaming 
Meffiews du Ch&telet, de Btieteui], de 
Caftries, and de Vaux. " The whole; 
court is in agitatioji,** fays Maleflierbes: 
"whom would you chufe, my friend, if 
you were king ?"-^" ! & perfdn 1 , Mon« 
d 2 
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feigneur, who is not on the lift of candi- 
didates, becaufe virtue and merit conceal 
themfelves-<-the Count de St. Germain." 
" You are in the right," exclaimed the 
minifter ; " he is a man of great merit ; 
and his mind has been proved by mif- 
fortune and injuftice. But we are build- 
ing caftles in the air ; he has no pro- 
tedtors. O that I were the matter !" — 
Here the converfation ended: but, the 
fame evening, the fubje&of the nomina- 
tion of the new minifter was renewed 
with M. de Maurepas. " Whilft the 
king is employed in choofing," laid M. de 
Maleflterbes, " I will give you an idea, of 
a friend of mine, which is, to beftow the 
place on M. de St. Germain. I own I think 
him very capable of filling it : but he is 
abfent, and without protestors."— u With- 
out protc&ofs Y\ replied N$. dc Maurepas: 
«' let us be his friends; hepojffefles talents^ 
and, independently of his military abili- 
ties, has, written me letters filled with ex- 
cellent ideas." M. de Maurepas went to 
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the king, and gave him an account of his 
converfation with M. de Malefherbes. — * 
The' king decided at once in favor of M. 
de St. Germain, recommended the greateft 
fecrecy, wrote the letter, and ordered the 
two minifters to fend it to Alface by a 
confidential mefienger. A perfbn of this 
kind was found— one who had been at- 
tached to the general through all his for- 
tunes. When he reached his habitation, he 
found the modern Cincinnatus planting a 
pear-tree. M. de St* Germain recognifed 
the ftranger— cc Is it you ? M he exclaimed. 
" What, in the name of heaven, brought 
you here ?"— " A matter of importance/* 
he was anfwered : * but finifli your plant- 
ing ; and then we will go into the houfe.' f 
" —Speak: I (hall find time enough to 
plant/'— 4 * I come by his majefty's or- 
ders.*'— u What ! has fome one again 
prejudiced the king againft one of his 
raoft faithful fervants, and who has nc> 
other rtegret, than that of being no longer 
ufeful to him? have I pot yet filled up my 
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cup of misfortunes ?"— •" This, Monfieur 
le Comte, will be eafy to bear : here is 
the difpatch ; read it." — M. de St. Ger- 
main kifled the letter with tranfport, and 
ftammered out a few words of acknow- 
ledgement. " What has led the king to 
think of me ?" The mefienger told him 
that he had received inftru&ions to re- 
queft him to fet out inftantly. — tc But 
how ? I have neither drefs nor equipage, 
to appear at court ."— " In whatever 
manner you go, you will ,be welcome. 
Come along ! let us fet off." 

Of the order in queftion, and which 
forms the fubje& of the king's letter, we 
are altogether ignorant ; fince nothing oc- 
curs in the memoirs of the time, to throw 
light on this matter. The king appears 
to have been an-enthufiaft, at the mo- 
ment, for the institution of this military 
nobility, as the reward of courage and 
virtue, and which was probably meant by 
this reforming rainifter as a counterpoife 



XEWlS XVI: 3» 

to that ordinary nobility which founds its 
diftin&ion on no fuch adventitious qua- 
lities. As we hear nothing further of this 
inftitution than what is contained in the 
king's letter, it is not unlikely that the 
babituis of the court were fuccefsful in 
oppofing this romantic innovation. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Hid LETTER. 



NO event created, at the time, frtdre 
fbrprife at Verfailles than the nomination 
of the Count de St. Germain to the war- 

, department. The hiftory of this' general 
is fomewhat lingular. He was at firft a 
Jefuit ; which profeffion he left for that 
of the army, where he ferved with the 
rank of lieutenant. An affair of honor 

1 led him to pafs into the fervice of the 
Ele&or Palatine, which he> quitted for 
that of the Emperor Charles, where he 
obtained the rank of major-general. Up- 
on the death of this prince, he returned 
to France as field-marfhal, was made lieu* 
tenant-general in J 784, and, during the 
peace which followed that period, had 
the command of Flanders. In confe- 
rence of a idifpute with Marihal Broglio 
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in 1760 he went to Denmark, where the 
king named him field-mar (hal, and gave 
him the command of all his troops. On 
the king's death, being obliged to refign 
his cotumand, he returned to live near 
Worms, arid fixed his definitive refidence 
in Alfoce. 

This nomination caufed the more won- 
der, as the name of M. de St. Germain 
had never been mentioned among the 
competitors for this department. In the 
memoirs written at that period,- the hif* 
tory is thus related : M. de Maleflierbes 
was conyerfing in his cabinet with M. 
Dubois, commander of the police* on the 
affoirs of the court, When he* obferved 
that there were many competitors for the 
War-department then vacant, paming 
Meflieurs du Chatelet, de Bi^teuil, de 
Caftries, and de Vaux. " The whole: 
court is in agitation/ 1 fays Maleflierbes: 
w whom would you chufe, my friend, if 
you were king ?"-^" ! k perfbn 1 , Mon* 
D 2 
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feigneur, who is not on the lift of candi- 
didates, becaufe virtue and merit conceal 
themfelves—the Count de St. Germain." 
" You are in the right," exclaimed the 
minifter ; " he is a man of great merit ; 
and his mind has been proved by mif- 
fortune and injuftice. But we are build- 
ing caftles in the air $ he has no pro- 
tedtors. O that I were the matter !" — 
Here the converfation ended: but, tha 
fame evening, the fubjc6t of the nomina- 
tion of the new minifter was renewed 
with M. de Maurepas. " Whilft the 
king is employed in choofing," faid M. de 
Malefherbes, " I will give you an idea, of 
a friend of mine, which is, to beftow the 
place on M. de St. Germain. I own I think ' 
him very capable of filling it : but he is 
abfent, and without prote&ors."— " With- 
out protcflofs !'*, replied A$. de, Maurepas;: 
«' let us be his friends; hepo(Tefles talents^ 
and, independently of his military abili- 
ties, has, written me letters filled with ex- 
ceHent ide&s." M. de Maurepas went to 
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the king, and gave him an account of his 
converfation with M. de Maleflierbes. — ' 
The' king decided at once in favor of M. 
de St. Germain, recommended the greateft 
fecrecy, wrote the letter, and ordered the 
two minifters to fend it to Alface by a 
confidential meffenger. A perfon of this 
kind was found*— one who had been at- 
tached to the general through all his for- 
tunes* When he reached his habitation, he 
found the modern Cincinnatus planting a 
pear-tree. M. de St* Germain recognifed 
the fbanger — " Is it you ? M he exclaimed. 
" What, in the name of heaven, brought 
you here ?"-— " A matter of importance, " 
he was anfwered : " but finifli your plant- 
ing ; and then we will go into the houfe." 
" —Speak: I (hall find time enough to 
plant."— •' I come by his majefty's or- 
ders.*'— " What ! has feme one again 
prejudiced the king againft one of his 
moft faithful fervants, and who has no 
other regret, than that of being no longer 
ufeful to him? have I pot yet filled up my 



3S CORRESPONDENCE OF 



y 



cup of misfortunes ?"— •" This, Monfieur 
le Comte, will be eafy to bear : here is 
the difpateh ; read it." — M. de St. Ger- 
main kifled the letter with tranfport, and 
ftammered out a few words of acknow- 
ledgement. " What has led the king to 
think of me ?" The meflenger told him 
that he had received inftru&ions to re* 
queft him to fet out inftantly. — ** But 
how ? I have neither drefs nor equipage, 
to appear at court ."— •" In whatever 
manner you go, you will .be welcome. 
Come along ! let us fet off." 



*o 



Of the order in queftion, and which 
forms the fubje& of the king's letter, we 
are altogether ignorant ; fince nothing oc- 
curs in the memoirs of the time, to throw 
light on this matter. The king appears 
to have been anenthufiaft, at the mo- 
ment, for the institution of this military 
nobility, as the reward of courage and 
virtue, and which was probably meant by 
this reforming rainifter as a counterpoife 
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to that ordinary nobility which founds its 
diftin&ion on no fuch adventitious qua- 
lities. As we hear nothing further of this 
institution than what is contained in the 
king's letter, it is not unlikely that the 
babituis of the court were fuccefsful in 
oppofing this romantic innovation. 
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i < ••'-- LETFRE IV. 

A M. DE MAXESHERRES. 

■ 1 ./ • ,„...' •.,./" J .;:?r. ; i . • 

.::/;. •'. VcrftiHes, 17 Avril, 177& . 

JE n'ai pu vous exprimer affez dans 
notre dernier entretien, mdn cher Msdes- 
herbes, tout le deplaifir que me caufait 
votre refolution bien prononcee de vous 
demettre de votre mifliftere. Maintenant 
que j'ai reflechi avec quelque maturite 
fur cet objet, je vais vous ouvrir mon 
coeur; et je tranfmets mes idees fur le 
papier, pour qu'eiles ne c*echappent point 
de ma memoire. 

Entoure comme je le fuis d'hommes 
qui ont interet a egarer mes principes, a 
empecher que l'opinion publique ne par- 
vienne jufqu'a moi, il eft de la plus haute 
importance pour la profpfrite de mon 
r&gne que mes yeux de tems en tems fe 
cepofent avec fatisfa£fcioa fur qilelques 
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feges de mon choix, que je puiflc 
appeler les amis de mon coeur, et qui 
m'avertifleht de mes erreurs, ayantqu'elles 
ayent itiflue far la deftinee de vingt quatre 
millions d'hoinmes.' 

Vous etes, avec le fage de Maurepas, 
et l'intri&pkle Turgot, l'honime de mon 
royaume qui avez le plus de titres a ma 
confiance ; et il ne faut pas faire entendre 
i nos ennemis communs qile vous etes 
fur le point de la perdre lorfque vous ne 
I'avez jamais plus meritee. 

Lorfque Maurepas m'eut preferite votrc 
nom comme uu de ceux qui etaient le 
plus fails pour donner du, poids a mes 
projets de bienfaifance, j'etudiai en filence 
votre vie pqblique et priv^e ; et je vis 
que je ferais peut-etre plus heureux de 
vous ofFrir une grande place, que vous de 
laretevoir. , 



Ma cour d6s aides, etait, avant votre 
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premiere prefidence, une compagnie affez 
mal organise, qui fe laiffait foudoyer par 
les financiers don t on lui avait donne la 
furveillance. Jamais un contr&leur g£n£- 
ral ne la trouyait en opposition, quand il 
lui prefentait des edits burfaux odieux: 
Vous etes venu, mon cher Malefherbes; 
vous avez purge ce corps des membra 
qu; le deshonoraient ; et, d'apres foil in- 
ftitution primitive, il eft devenue l'afyle 
de Tindigent et de rppprim6. 

La nature vous avait donne une amft 
citoyenne ; et vous l'avez tranfinife b vo* 
tre cour des aides : du moins j'en juge par 
les remontrances vigoureufes que vous lui 
avez dicfcees, et que j'ai placees, dans ma 
bibtiotheque choifie, entre les Catilinaires 
de Ciceron et Its Philippiques de De- 
mofthenes. Je ne (ins pas encore bien 
Hir qu'il foit utile de jetter des max- 
imes fi phUofophiques au travel* d'une 
conftitution monarchique, que tant de 
m&ontens ont interfct a &raijler: mais 
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vos remontr&nces refpiraient le bien pub- 
lic ; elles m'eclairaient fur des d&brdres 
que ma cour et mes miniftres conlpiraient 
& me cacher ; et je ne les ai confiderees 
que (bus ce point de vue.; Alors, malgre 
quelques priocipes qui n? pouvaient avoir 
man affentiment, j'ai applaudi interieure- 
ment k votre courage, et j'ai fenti que 
vous aviez des droits a ma reconnaiflance. 

Nos entrevues, ou Maurq>as etait en 
tiers pour nous juger tous deux, ajou- 
terent a mon eftime ; et je vous donnai le 
departement de ma maifon, vacant par la 
demiffion de la Vrilli&re. Vous balanites 
long- 1 ems a veqir refpirer, a ma cour # 
un air qui convenait peu a la toiichante 
fimplkite de vos moeurs ; mais Turgot 
vous fit entendre qu'il ne pouvait pas, fans 
vous, operer un bien durable : il vous de- 
pida; et je Tea eftimai d'avantage. 

Vous avez commence votre miniftere 
avec une vigueur qui ne contrariait pas 
mes prindpes. On fe plaignait des lettres 
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de cachet ddnt votre pr&leceffeur dif- 
pofait au gr^ de fes favoris ; et vous avez 
refufe d'en faire ufage. La Baftille re- 
gorgeait de prifonniers, qui, apres plu- 
fieurs annees de detention, igno/aient 
quelquefois leurj crimes; et vous avez 
rendu a la liberte tous les hommes a qui 
on ne reprochait que d'avoir deplu k ces 
meffieurs en faveur, et tous les coupables 
qui avaient ete trop punis. 

Vous avez entrepris des reformes jitiles 
dans ma maifon militaire : mais^bien des 
gens out con9u des alarmes ; je devais ap- 
prehender que le mecontentement ii'en- 
trainat des troubles pareils a ceux de la 
Ligue et de la 'Fronde ; et alors j'ai &e 
oblige de renvoyer a des terns plus heureux 
le moment fi cher a mon coeur, ou, ban- 
niflant une vaine pompe, je n'aurai plus 
d'autre maifon que les hommes de bien f 
tels que vous, qui m'entourent, et, pour 
garde, les coeurs des Fran^ais. 

Ccft dans cette circonftance orageufe, 
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mon chcr Malefherbes, que vous me de- 
mandez votre retraite ! Non, je ne vous 
l'accorderai pas : vous etes trop neceffaire 
a mon fervice: et, quand vous aurez lu 
cette lettre en entier, je cbnnais aflcz 
votrc ame fenfible, pour croire que vow 
ceflerez de me le demanded 

D'aillcurs, ce n'eft pas au moment que 
Vous etes oblig£ de ceder aux circon- 
fiances, qu'il convient que vous donntez 
votre demiflion. La cour vous croirait 
en difgrace ; et ce mot, quand il s'agit 
d'un fujet auffi recommandable que vous, 
ne doit jamais m'&happer. 

Je vous attends demain chez Maurepas, 
Comptez fur mon eftime, et fur mon 
pmitie. 

Louis, 
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LETTER IV. 
{Tra*/latiort.) " 
TO M. OE MALESHERBES. 

V«rfaflles, April 17, 177$ 

I HAD no power to exprefs to you, my 
dear Malefherbes, in our laft interview. 
?11 the chagrin I felt at your determin- 
ed refolution of resigning your, place in 
the miniftry. After having maturely re- 
flected on this fiibjeS, I fhall unfold my 
heart to you, and (hall coitimit my ideas , 
to paper, that they may not efcape from 
my mfemory. 

$urrounded„ as I am, by men who are 
interreftd in mifleading my principles, 
and preventing the voice of public opi* 
nion from reaching my ear, it is of the 
higheft importance to the profperity of 
my reign, that I fhould fbmetimes be able 
to reppfe my eyes with fatisfa6tion on a 
few fages of my own choice, whom \, 
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njay call the friends of my heart, and 
who will warn me of my errors, before 
they have influenced the deftiny of twen- 
ty-four millions of men* ' 

You, together with the wife de Maurepas 
and the intrepid Tugot, are the men in 
my dominions who have the higheft claim 
to my confidence j and you muft not lead 
our common enemies to imagine that you 
are on the point of lofing that confidence, 
at the very moment when you have mofl; 
deierved it. 

When Maurepas prefented your name 
to me as one of thofe who were beft fitted 
to give weight tp my plans of benefi- 
cence, I examined in filence your public 
and private life, and perceived that I 
fliould perhaps be happier in offering you 
a great place, than you in receiving it* 

Before your firft prefidency, my Co«r 
des Aides was a company ill organised, 
arid corrupted by th$ financiers, whoni 
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we had placed under its infpe&ion. ; ,A 
comptroller general never, found any op* 
portion when he preferred odious fifcal 
edifts. You appeared, my dear Males- 
herbes : you have driven from this corps 
the members which dishonored it ; and it 
is now become, agreeably to its primitive 
inftitution, the afyluin of the indigent and 
the oppreffed. 

Nature gave you the foul of a citizen ; 
and joi* have transfufed it into your Gour 
des Aides ; at leaft if I may judge by the 
vigorous remonftrances which you have 
diftatc^, and which I have placed, in my 
chofen library, between the Catilinarians 
of Cicero, and the Philippics of Demo- 
fthehes. I am not indeed fure whether it 
be ufeful to throw maxims (6 philofo- 
phical acrofs a monarchical conftitution, 
'which fo many have an intereft in ihak~ 
ing : but your remonftrances breathed the 
fpirit of public good ; they explained to 
me. the diforders which my coilrt and my 
jninifters had confpired to hide ;^ arid J 
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kave considered them only under this 
point of view. Notwithstanding, there- 
fore, they hold forth fome principles to 
which I could not affent, I inwardly ap- 
plauded yonr courage, and felt that you 
bad a ri^ht to my gratitude. 

Our interviews, at which Maurepas 
was prefent to judge us both, ferved to in- 
creafe my efteem ; and I gave you that 
department of my houfe, vacant by the 
difmiffion of la Vrilliere. Yon long ba- 
lanced whether you fhould come, arid 
breathe the air of my court, fp ill in fym- 
pathy with the interefting Simplicity of 
yourmanners. Turgot made you under- 
ftand, that, without your aid, he could 
operate no durable good : he determined 
you ; and I efteemed him the more. 

r You began your miniftry with a degree 
of vigor no way contradi&ory to my prin- 
ciples, by refufing to make uie of lettres 
de cachet, which were fo much complain- 
ed of, &nd of which your predeceffor di£ 
VOL. I. E 
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pofed at the will of his favorites. The 
Baftrile overflowed with prifoners, who, 
after y£ars of confinement, were fome- 
times ignorant of their crimes ; and you 
reftored to liberty all thofe who had only 
to reproach themfelves with having dif- 
pleafed thofe gentlemen in power, and 
fuch of the guilty as had been too fe- 
verely punifhed. 

You undertook ufeful reforms in my 
military eftablifhment : but many perfons 
conceived alarms. I had reafon to appre- 
hend i that the difcontent might produce 
troubles refembling thofe of. the League, 
and the Fronde; and I was obliged tQ re- 
ferve for a happier period the moment fb 
dear to my heart, when, banifhing vain 
pomp, I fhall have compofed my houfe- 
hold of men of worth, fiichas you, who 
furround me, and fhall have, for guards, 
the hearts of the French* 

It is in this trying conjun&ure, my dear 
Malefherbes, that you a(k leave to retire I 
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No, I will not grant your requeft : you 
arc too neceffary to my fervice ; and, 
when you have read the whole of this 
letter, I know enough of your fenfibility, 
to believe that you will ceafe your de- 
mand. Befides, it is not at the very 
moment when you are obliged to yield td 
circumftarices, that you ought to give in 
your refignation. The court will think 
you in difgrace ; and that word, 4 when it 
relates to a fubje6t fo refpej&able as yout- 
felf, ought never to pals my lips. 

I expeft you to-morrow at Maurepas\ 
Be affured pf my efteem and friendship. 

Lbwi&. 



£ 2 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE IVth LETTER. 

M. DE MALESHERBES is a cha- 
rafter on whom we may be lavifti of 
. praife, without the cenfure of extrava- 
gance. This celebrated perfonage had 
Occupied the place of fecretary of ftate 
about nine months from the, date of this 
letter, , having fiicceeded the duke de la 
Vrilliere, the July preceding; Under 
Lewis the Fifteenth, he held an office 
unknown in civilifed countries, which in 
France was called DireSieur de la librairie, 
and which may be tranflated, InfpeSlor of 
the prefs. This place he appears to have 
filled with confiderable fatisfaftion to all 
thofe whom it was his office to perfecute 
and impugn ; and the conftituted gaoler 
of the human mind was hailed as the 
friend of freedom aad philofophy, and 
the protestor of all enlightened men. 
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But it appears that M. de Malefherbea 
. not only prote&ed philofophy and litera- 
ture, but carried the heroifm of his office 
to a ftill further excefs, and placed the 
tribunal of letters on a level with that of 
juftice, pretending that its decifions r had 
the force of law. Under his adminiftra- 
tion, arofe that formidable power called 
public opinion, which was deftined -not 
only to brave, but finally to overpower 
and crufli, defpotic authority. M. de 
Malefherbes was a difciple, or rather a 
profeffor, of the dodhine of the perfe&i- 
bility of the human mind, which do6trine 
at that period had many illuftrious vo- 
taries. It was in purfuance of this theory, 
that numerous reforms took place in the 
French government on the acceflion of 
Lewis the Sixteenth. This prince was 
too juft, not to feel and acquiefce in the 
neceffity of thofe reforms, but unfortu- 
nately had neither fufficient ftrength to 
direft, nor conft^ncy to fupport them., 

M. de Malefherbes, therefore, corfies 
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"forward on the fcene, only to make us 
regret his lofs ; but it does not appear 
what were the immediate motives which 
led him to have formed fo decided 
a refolution as that mentioned in the 
opening of this letter. It was with con- 
fiderable repugnance, and after many in* 
terviews with the king, that he was pre- 
vailed on to accept the place of minifter; 
He ftipulated his conditions on his enter- 
ing into office — conditions, not fuch as 
the interefted ufually bargain for in fimi- 
lar circumftances — conditions* for himfelf 
—but ftipulations of benevolence and 
tiicrcy for others. Before he undertook 
the charge, he received the royal promife 
that no kttres-de cachet (hould be figned, 
but fuch as he prefented ;.that his place 
ihould be held during his own pleafure, 
and that his retreat fhould n.ot be ob- 
ftru&ed by any royal reclamation. 

M. de Malefherbes was prefident of the 
Gour des Aides at the time when Lewis 
the Fifteenth determined to. fupprefs the 
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parliaments. Whatever oppofition might 
have exifted in thefe judiciary corporations 
againft the royal authority, the remedy 
propofed by M. de Malefherbes in the 
convocation of the ftates-general, would 
have had little tendency to diminifh. He 
was right in obferving that courts of juf- 
tice were imperfe& organs of the public 
will ; but national reprefentation, fuch 
as that by the ftates-general, was ftill 
lefs likely to be the fupport of arbitrary 
power. How fatal to fuch power was 
this plan- of M. de Malefherbes* when 
carried into execution twenty years after- 
wards, the hiftory of the revolution has 
fhewn. In the prefent inftance, it is his 
integrity as adminiftrator, and his know- 
ledge as financier, which the king men- 
tions with fuch diftinguifhed eulogium* - 

** Nature," fays the king", " has given 
you the foul of a citizen/' The ex- 
preffioh does honor to the perfonage by 
whom it was penned, and ftill rpore to 
the virtuous minlfter to whom it was ad- 
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dretfed. Gr^at credit is due to the judge- 
ment of the king, as fuch, in the critique 
which he paffes on the philofophical 
maxims which pervaded^ the remon- 
ftrauccs in queftion. The knowledge of M . 
de Maleiherbes' democratic and aati-catho- 
lic pi in nles was npt diffembled by him : 
but he knew alfo how to diftinguifh be- 
tween the real lover of his country, and 
the fecret enemy of the altar, if not the 
lukewarm friend of the throne. 

No part of the adminiftration entrufted 
to M. de Malcfherbes appears to have 
occupied him more than the abufes re- 
lative to lettres de cachet. In a memorial 
prefentcd to the king, he ftates that, he 
found more than half the number of pri- 
foncrs in the Bafiille, ,and the dungeons 
of Vincpnncs, had been confined upwards 
of fifteen years, and that their lofs of rea- 
fon rendered them unfit for the enjoyment 
of libeity. The honor which a benevo- 
lent mind muft feel at fuch a difcovery 
can be eafily comprehended : but it was 
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lefs the fight of the vi6tims, thsui the 
power of making fuch, which excited 
thole emotions. *' I fhuddered," exclaims 
this benevolent minifter,," on my entering 
into office, when I found myfelf feated at \ 
my bureau, oppofite to a fingle fecretary* 
and abfolute mafter of pronouncing arbi- 
trarily, and without appeal, ient^nces of 
lb dreadful a nature," 

The whole of this letter, which was 
'Cdmmunicated to the editor by M. dc 
Maleflierbes, places the king in a moil: 
refpedtable and amiable point of view* 
He appears folicitous to enter into a con- 
federacy with enlightened and virtuous 
men, againft thofe who furrounded him* 
and whom he reprefents as interested ia 
mifleading his opinions, and preventing 
that of the public' from ever reaching his 
ear. He talks of the wifdom of Maure- 
pas, and the intrepidity of Turgot, as if 
this wifdom and intrepidity, like the men 
who are defignated as the poffeifors, were 
the obje&s of his earneft choice. It were 
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to argue a great deficiency in candor, not 
to believe that thefe profeffions, when 
they were made, proceeded from a mind 
that felt their full influence. Youth is the 
feafon of ingenuity : the king fpoke as he 
felt ; but youth alfo is the feafon of incon- 
ftancy ; and this was one of the king's con- 
ititutional defe&s. Thofe who charge him 
with hypocrify at this early age, know 
But little of the human heart $ nor ought 
the perfeverance of M. de MaleJherbes, 
even after the afFe&ionate conclufion pf 
this letter, to be-conftrued into any other 
motive than that of feeing the approach- 
ing triumph of the enemies to reform* 
and probably what the king did not him- 
felf at the time perceive, an approaching 
difpofition to yield to thofe Whom he re- 
prefents ta his minifler as his moft dan-* 



gerous enemies. 



We have made a few curfory obferva- 
tions on three of the minifters who at 
this period compofed the adminiftration, 
the chief direftor of which was the Count 
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de Maurepas, who has been ftyled the 
Mentor of the French monarch. 



Maurepas was called to the direftion 
of public affairs by Lewis the Sixteenth, 
from an exile of twenty- five years during 
the reign of his grandfather. Lewis the j 
Fifteenth inherited from .his predeceflbr 
none of the* few virtues he poffeffed, and 
all his vices. Though endowed with few 
faculties for governing, and delivered up 
to the grofleft fenfualities, he had con- 
trived, neverthelefs, by following the 
maxims left him by Lewis the Four- 
teenrth, to keep the nation in the fame 
{late of political and civil' Servitude in 
which he had found it. His' increafing 
age and debauchery leffened ftill more 
the few powers he poffeffed : the govern- 
ment of the ftate fell under the dire&ian of , 
minifters who very faithfully adhered tQ f - 
and evei> perfe&ed, the fyftematic de- 
fpotifm of the mafter. Of thefe minifter^' 
Maupeou and Terray were the moft 
intrepid in combating the philofophic 
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opinions which were then opening oi\ 
France, and punifhing, in various modes, 
their authors and abettors. Their laft 
yigorous a& bf defpotifm was the diflblu- 
tion of the parliaments, whofe privileges, 
however Jimited, ferved yet as a dyke 
againft the ere&ion of the monarchy into 
an abfolute and indeterminate tyranny. 
One of the firft ads of the Count de Mau- 
repas, was there call of the exiled par- 
liaments, and the di-fgrace of the late king's 
minifters. A total revolution was operated 
in the internal government by the difmif- 
fian of Maupeou, Terray, and their col- 
legues, whofe places were occupied by 
Turgot and Malefherbes ; and the defini- 
tive diferace of the Duke of Choifeul hum- 
bled the Auftrian party, which, under the 
prote6lion of the queen, was gaining in- 
fluence in the cabinet of Verfailles. 

Whether M. de Maurepas was himfelf 
imbued with liberal fentiments, no mini- 
fter could have adled with more efficacy 
towards the deftrudtion of that ^fyflematic 
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tyranny which had weighed, hitherto on 
France. A vifible and very potent motive 
for a&ion may indeed be found in his 
perfonal refentment againft the minifters f 
of Lewis the Fifteenth : and, though the 
recall of the parliaments might have been, 
necefTary to ftrengthen his own authority, 
while it leflTened that of the crown, yet 
the admiffion of fuch men as Malefherbe? 
and Turgot to the adminiftration of af- 
fairs, men of revolutionary energy and 
incorruptible faith, would lead us to fup- 
pofe that he had fome more honorable 
feeling than refentment to gratify ; and 
that, notwithftanding what has been call- 
ed the inconceivable lightnefs of his cha- 
racter, he was himfelf the friend of many 
of. thofe reforms which afterwards took 
place in the government. If thofe men 
were only the inftruments of his ambition, 
to keep himfelf in place, and the king 
under his tuition, it is lefs his levity than 
his rafhnefs, which appears inconceivable. 
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LETTRE V, 



A M. TURCOT. 



Ce IS Avril, 177& 

VOTRE adminiftration bienfaifante, 
mon cher Turgot, vous fait honneur : elle 
obtient l'approbation de tous les Frangais. 
Wos vues grandes et fages, le bien que 
vous operez, les fervices que vous me 
rendez, ne fauraient s'oublier : .lis font 
graces dans ma memoire, et encore plus 
dans mon coeur. * Que cette lettre fott 
pour vous tin .temoignage de la fatis- 
fadion de votre roi, et de votre ami. Con- 
tinuez de faire le bonheur des -Francjais; et 
vous ferez, celui d'un roi qui ne veut etre 
que le pere de fes fujets. J'ai lu votre me- 
moire : il eft rempli de vues fages et 
utiles ; mais je crains que ce ne foit la 
encore le reve d'un hoipme de bien/ 
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Nous le m^diterons enfemble; et peut- 
6tre que par ce moyen nous pourrons re- 
parer blen des maux, et amener d'utiles 
changemens. Adieu. 
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LETTER V* 
(Tran/Iatioft.) 

TO M. TURGOT. 

April 15, 1J7& 

YOUR benevolent adminLftration, my 
dear Turgot, does you honor, and obtains 
the approbation of every Frenchman. 
The greatnefs and wifdom of your views, 
the good you effeftuate, and the fervices 
you have rendered me, cannot be forgot- 
ten : they are engraved on my memory, 
and ftiir deeper on my heart. May this 
letter be a witnefs for vpu of the fatif- 
fa&ion you have conferred on your king 
and your friend. Continue to render the 
French happy : and you will thus beftow 
happinefs on a king whofe only defire is to 
be the father of his fubjedls. I have read 
your note : it is replete with wife and 
ufeful projects ; but I fear that this alfo 
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Is only the dream of a good man. We 
will meditate together upon thefe things $ 
and we may perhaps, by this mean, repair 
xftany evils, and produce ufeful changes* 
Adieu% 

. Lewis. 



VOl,. J. F 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Vth LETTER. 

THE name of M.Turgot has become 
fo familiar, and his a&s, when minifter, 
have had lb confiderable an influence on 
the fate of the French nation, that it is 
almoft needlefs to enter into any details 
refpe&ing' either his perfonal hiftory, or 
that of his adminiftration. It is from the 
time that this celebrated perfonage was 
called to the fun&ions of comptroller or 
minifter of finance, that we may date 
the epocha of the French revolution ; for, 
though this great event really took place 
after the lapfe of fifteen years, yet the 
principles of government which he in- 
troduced, the reforms which he made, 
and the ftill greater which he meditated, 
annex to his name the honor, or the re- 
proach, of Joeing the father of the French,, 
revolution. 
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Turgot was deftined by his family for 
holy orders : he received an ecclefiaftical 
education at the feminary of St. Sulpice, 
and was prior of the Sorbonne. One of 
his difcourfes at that period has been no- 
ticed for its eloquence : the fubje<3: was 
the utility which nations have reaped 
from the Chriftian religion. The morality 
of the pagans, he obferves in this dif- 
courfe, confided only in the art of form- 
ing citizens of a certain nation, or philo- 
fophers diftinguiflied by the pre-eminence. 
of their maxims, fuperior to that of their 
cotemporaries ; while Chriftian morality, 
on the contrary, had obligatory maxims 
and duties for its bafis, and creates in 
man a new creature ; that it was the pro- 
teftrefs of equality of rights ; laboured for 
the deftru&ibn of domeftic and feudal 
flavery, and contributed, by the mildnefs 
of its precepts, to foften that reftlefs and 
turbulent fpirit which chara&erifed the 
nations of the antient world. There is 
nothing new in thefe obfervations : but 
the opinion of fo eminent a man as Tur- 

F 2 
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got, in a point of fuch infinite importance, 
is at all times worth the repetition. Ha4 
the reforming philofdphers of our days 
thought or written as reafonably as their 
mafter, we fhould have lefs to lament 
certain effefts of the French revolution. 

M. Turgot foon afterwards endeavour-* 
ed to eftablifh a do&rine which has met 
with a more favorable reception, that of 
the continual progrefs of the human mind 
to a ftate of perfediioii, or what is called 

f the doctrine of perfe&ibility. In this 
work, which remains unpubliihed, he 
lpeaks of certairi events, as haftening this 
geeat amelioration. One of thofe events 
was the American revolution, which he 
lived to fee accomplifhed. Of the effe&s - 

. of this revolution he . conceived hopes, 
which, under s the adnriniftration of ths 
wife prefident who is now , called to 
govern that vaft country, feexi* likely tp- 
be realifed. 

This fyftem of perfc&ibility was nof 
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an idle hypothefis in the mind of M. 
Turgot. It was a principle on which he 
continually a6led; and the province of 
Limoges, of which he was the intendant 
for fifteen or twenty years, beheld the 
phenomenon of an adrniniftrator, whofe 
efforts were habitually dire&ed to coun- 
tered or Soften the fifcal calamities which 
his predeceffors or collegues had fo often 
thought if their duty to aid or aggravate. ' 
He was never known to publifl* an edi6l 
or declaration which tended to burden 
the people : though an executive officer 
only, he conftantly refufed his obedience ; 
and it was one of thofe refufals w^ich 
firft made *him noticed by the king. 
When the intendants were fent to their 
provinces, it was ufual to introduce them 
into the council to receive their in- 
ftru&ions. Thofe which M. Turgot re- 
ceived from the Abbe Terray, contained 
orders for new taxes, fh6 impofition of 
which he refifted with ' firmnefs, and 
prayed the king to accept his resignation, 
rather than make him an instrument of 
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crufhing his fubjedts, already too much 
oppreffed. The king faid not a word i 
but, foon after, Turgot was called to the 
miniftry of the marine, from whence he 
was fummoned to fill the poft of comptrol- 
ler of finance, in the place of the Abbe 
Terray. 

This important office was accepted by 
M- Turgot with much hefitation, and 
after the ftipulation of feveral conditions, 
of which the principal were fevere oepo- 
nomy, no bankruptcy, no new taxes, and 
no loans. The motives for thefe requifi- 
tions w^re explained in a memorial, and 
are too obvious to be noticed. When he 
entered into office, he founjd his depart- 
ment in the greateft diforder, as might 
well be imagined; the expenditure ex- 
ceeding the receipt, anticipations on the 
revenue, and considerable arrears. His, 
firft great operation was the eftablifhment 
of the liberty of the corn-trade through- 
out the interior of France, which gave 
general fatisfa&ion to the country, but 
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which met with violent partial oppofition 
from fuch as were interefted in the re- 
ftri&ion. Among the moft formidable of 
M. Turgors antagonifts on this occafion, 
was M. Necker, then a banker at Paris, 
whole hoftility is marked, by the memo- 
rialifts of the time, as lefs the effect of 
difference of opinion refpefting the objedt, 
than of envy at feeing his own plans of 
reformation foreftalled. He wept (it is 
the brother of M. Turgot that fp6aks), 
like Alexander at the conquefts of his 
father, conquefts which h$ wifhed him- 
felf to have made. Impelled by feelings 
of refentment, M. .Necker attacked plans 
-which tended to regenerate France, and 
the moft important of its concerns, that of 
trade and finance. His pamphlet appear- 
ed at the moment that the famous revolt, 
excited, by the enemies of the minifter, 
took place at Paris. 

The great bafis of M. Turgot's opera^ 
tions, called the fyftem of the oeconQ- 
nrifts, was the amelioration of laiufcd 
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. property, and the augmentation of its pro- 
duce ; on which he propofed to form the 
principal eftablifhment of the revenues of 
the ftate. This tax, under the name of 
the impot-foncierj or land-tax, forms at 
pfefent half the revenue of the French 
republic. In purfuance of this fyftem, he 
was under the neceffity of ufing meafures 
which thwarted the interefts of many and 
powerful individuals : but, as he mani- 
fefted ' a difintereftednefs in this reform 
which turned to the advantage of the 
public^ and to the immediate relief of the 
J6wer claffes, the enthufiafm of the nation 
feconded his proje&s, and procured him 
the title, which he has ever fince retain- 
ed, of the Virtuous Minijier; 

Thus fupported, M. Turgot undertook 
. the total regeneration of the ftate. Every 
reform, which he made or propofed, ere* 
ated him hofts of enemies : for, as every 
reform diminiftied the power or the privi- 
leges of individuals in favor of the peo- 
ple, thofe who fuffered were ofcourfe 
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loud ia their exclamations. To thofe 
clamours he had to oppofe the benedic- 
tions of the people, whom he relieved or 
enriched: the approbation of the king 
fupportedhim againfl: the calumnies and 
menaces of the court ; nor does it appear " 
that he was infenfible to the requitals 
of the Mpfe, who, in the perfon of the 
philofopher of Ferney, contributed 

" To fpread his name o'er lands, and feas, 

* c Whatever clime the fun's bright circle warms !*' 

Voltaire, who lb often had proftituted his 
pen to vain eulogium on the great, ad- 
dreffed himfelf, at the clofe of his life, to 
the good. The following are the verfes 
which he fent to M. Turgot : 

fi On m'accufe d'avoir chante 

" Maupeou, Terray — a ma patrie 

" OdieuK pour reternit6 : 

€t Alors jc pris la liberty 

41 D'abufer de la poeliej 

a J'employai le pinceau brillant 

« De l'art et de la flatterie. 

*' Mais aujourd'hui, lprfque je crie 
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" Prefque des bonU du monument ' . 

iC ( u je vais depofer ma vie, 

'* Que mon pays a fon Titus, 

" Son Sully, fon fccqnd Turenne, 

li Que les beaux arts et les vertu» 

° Annoncent ia gloire prochaine ; • 

tr Mes accens n'en impofcnt plus, 

" Et j'ai pris ma voix naturelle : 

" C'eft pour le coup que tout eft bieji ; 

" fit le polite, au vrai fidele, 

4/ N'ell plus qu'un fimple hiftorien," 

The approbatiort of M. de Voltaire 
was, however, no evidence of extraordi- 
nary meritiiti the minifter, fince the poet 
had been almoft always lavifh of. his 
praifes towards men in power. But M. 
Turgot, it .is fuid, had fome peculiar 
claims to his attention ; (ince, amidft the 
reforms meditated, was one in which this 
philofophic writer had laboured the great- 
er part of his life. M. Turgot, though 
once a profeflfed believer in the truths of 
Chriftianity, is reprefented as having be- 
come fceptical as he advanced in years. 
Thefe anti-religious difpofitions were re- 
garded by the clergy as not only danger- 
ous in a minifies but peculiarly fo in an 
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economical minifter of finance. This 
heretical pravity might have been tole- 
rated, had it been confined to fpeculative 
do&rines : but the alarm for the fafety of 
the church and ftate became general, 
^mong the clergy at leaft, when they 
heard of fuch opconomical proje&s as that . 
'of changing the place of royal confe- 
cratioa from Rheirns to Paris, of dis- 
lodging the holy phial brought from 
heaven by the pigeon, of altering a few 
phrafes of the coronation-oath, which 
appeared more favorable to the prieft- 
hood than the laity, and omitting the 
obligation of exterminating heretics. 

It does not appear, at firft fight, to 
common obfervers, nor even after longer 
refle6iion can it be well conje&ured, what 
alliance fubfifts between operations of 
finance, and innovations in matters of 
faith. The clergy, who, from education 
and habit, are in general men of deeper 
reflection and longer forelight than other 
men, and whofe fcent of hereiy is cpuier 
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quently more fagacious, faw the neceflary 
connexion that exifted between the pigeon 
of Rheims, the baptifm of Clovis, with 
other matters of like religious obfervance* 
and the due maintenance of the majefty 
of the church. They felt that the fi- 
nancial {peculation, which could extend 
itfelf to the diftant detail of an oeconomi- 
cal confecration, might perchance, in the 
intermcJi:::y fpace, fix its eyes on their 
benefices, abbeys, tythes, ecclefiaftical 
forcfts, and other immenfe domains i and 
that, till the reform of Rheims took place, 
which was to fave fo much future ex- 
penfe to the ftate, the minifter might 
amufe himfelf in computing what ad- 
vantages might be gained to the people at 
prefent, in making eeconomical experi- 
ments oh the property of the church. As 
the conftifuted guardians of the eccle- 
fiaftical weal, the clergy were founded in 
the remonftrances which they made at 
this period* and of which we may fpeak 
more fully hereafter. Some of this order 
there were, no doubt, who deemed of the 
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holy pigeon, and the baptifm of Clovis, 
as M. .Turgot, M. Malefterbes, and 
Lewis , the Sixteenth, at the time had 
deemed: but thofe were of that clafs 
of philofbphers who were called, at the 
time, the incredulous or 'infidel ' clergy* 
The reft thought more wifely, if not more 
confeientioufly, arid reafonedlike the fe- 
nator Craffus, mentioned by Livy, who 
reproached his call: with their indif- 
ference to the peckings of t;he holy chick- 
en, the obfervance of which belonged ex* 
clufively to the patrician order, and had 
raifed their commonwealth to the Jiigheft 
pitch of greatnefs. 

To eriter into any further detail of the 
v reforms of M. Turgot would be unnecef- 
fary, fince they have appeared before the 
public in various ways, and have been 
carried into their full effeft by the revo- 
lution* The king's letter is Co much the 
more interefting, as it paints his real fen- 
timents with refj>e& toM. Turgot and his 
operations. What the particular memo* 
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rial is, to which the king alludes, we 
know not : but it appears that it was 
fbme great projeft of future reform, 
which the minifter meditated. While the 
king remained in thefe fentiments, he 
merited, no doubt, the title of Titus* 
which the poet beftowed on him : but we 
have only to turn to the following letter, 
to fee what was the fate of our modern 
Sully. 
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* * LETTR2 VI; 

A M. DE MALESHERBES. 

VeHailles, 2 Mai, 1776. 

TURCOT, mon cher Malefherbes, 
ne convicnt plus a la. place qu'il occupc : 
il eft trof) entier, m6me dans le bien qu'il 
croit faire. Le defpotifme, a ce que je 
vois, n'eft bon a rien, dut-il forcer ua 
grand peuple a etre heureux. Le park- 
merit, la 'nobleflfe, Maurepas furtout, qui 
ni'aime veritablement, demandent fa re- 
traite? et je vieiis de la fgner. Je ne 
vois pas pourquoi cet a£te de rigueur, ne- 
ceffaire i la tranquillite publique, en- 
trainerait votre demiffion : vous avez les 
talens de Turgot, mais non l'afperit£ de 
fon cara&ere ; vous etes tolerant, fans 
etre faible ; et le bien que vous defefpe- 
rez de faire aujourd'hui, vouz avez la 
fageffe de le renvoyer au lendemain. 
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Reftez au miniftefe* mon cher Males- 
herbcs. Votre franchife m f eft n&eflaire 
encore ; Qt vous la devez k votre ami, fi 
vous ne la devez pas a votre roi. 

Louis. 
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TO M. Dfi MALESHERBES^ ;' 

Verfaillesi May 2, 1776*. 

TURGOT, my dear Malefherbes, is no 
longer fit for the place he occupies : he is 
too pertinacious, even in the good he 
wifhes to do. Defpotifm, in my opinion, 
is good for nothing, even, when it would 
force a great people to be happy. The 
parliament, the nobility, and, above all, 
Maurepas, who loves me fincerely, de* 
mand his retreat ; and I have juft figned 
it. I do not fee why this a& of rigor, 
neceflary for the public tranquillity, fliould 
occafion your refignation. You poffefs 
Turgot's talents, without his afperity of 
charader; you are tolerant, without being , 
weak; and the good which you defpair 

VOL* I. Q 
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v ©f accomplifhing today, you have the 
wifdom to defer till to-morrow. 

Remain in the miniftry, my dear 
Malefherbes. Your freedom of character 
is ftill neceffary to me $ and it is a debt 
you owe to your friend, if not to your 
king. . * 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Vlth LETTER. 



M. TtjRGOT h&d now reached the 
end of his minifterial career. He had 
fucceeded in gaining enemies wherever he 
propofed reforms; and, as his principal 
iupport, next to the re&itude of his views, 
had been the approbation of the king, he 
had only to fall when this laft flay bent 
under him f 

Two or three days before the king 
pronounced the fentence of difmi&ion 
againft him, M. Turgot obferved to the 
monarch that this event muft foon necef- 
farily take place. He had already given 
Lewis fome intimation on this fubjedk 
in preceding letters ; ^nd, confcious by 
what a feeble thread he hung, when it 
was on the king's favor and' perfeverance, 
92 
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he obferved to him with fomewhat of 
prophetic hafftinefs, that the fate of weak 
princes was that of Charles the Firfl: of 
England, or of Charles the Ninth of 
France. 

It is to M. de Malefherbes that the 
king imparts his intention : it is to the 
friend and collegue of the miniftcr he is 
about to difgrace, that he brings the ac* 
cufction, *' Tiargot, my dear Malefherbes t 
it,"— what ?— an ambitious, inattentive, 
or prodigal minifler ?-*-no I he is too 
obftinately persevering in the good he 
would dor— too inflexibly juftl What a 
' minifter ! — what an accufation !— " De- 
fpotifra," fays the king, ** is good for 
nothing, even when, employed to force 
the people to be happy/' This fentimeat* 
taken in the abftraft, is juft, and even 
fublime, when proceeding frpm the lips 
ef a monarch : but the,followihg feiitence 
of the king's letter fjurniflies the cpra* 
mentary of the apophthegm; and the ex* 
cufe of the njinifter, , " " 



- " Tbfc parliament,, the nobility, Man- 
repas efpecially, who loves? me, demand 
his difmiflion ; and I am going to fign it." 
Tbifi wad the divifida againft the m inifter : 
•*-» his -favor were his inflexibility ia- 
gpetf^theapplaufes off the wife and vir- 
tuous,, and the benediftioris^ of the people. 
But this i* a fobjedfc too iferious for de- 
clamation :. kt ua review, in an authen- 
tic document, tbia hoft of enemies held* 
up b)* the king againft bis imnifter ; let 
ua read the defence of this minrfter, not 
in apologies written by htm&lf or his 
friends* but in the folema and public- 
a&$ of the monarch, confirming the great 
tofcnns which Turgot had prbje&ed* , 



This a& ia the anfwer of the king to 
the rem^nftrances which' the parliament 
made againft the enregiftering the edi&s 
for t&e; fappreffion pf the jurandes y (the 
privileges of the companies of arts and 
trades,) of the corvee** and for the gene- 
r-aiiftiion of the taiMe 9 or perfonal tax. 
This anfwer was given about fix weeks 
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previous to the difmiffion of M. Ttir- 
got. 

" I have examined/' fays the king, 
u with great attention, the remonftrances 
of my parliament : they contain nothing 
which has not been forefeen, and ma- 
turely digefted, before I decided on fend- 
ing my edi&s and declarations. Bat my 
parliament ought to have feen that all 
thefe taws have for their obje& to fecure 
abundance in my good city of Paris, to 
releafc commerce from reftri6tions that 
were injurious to its profperity, jand to 
provide relief fofsfuch of my fubje&s as 
fubfift only by their manual labour, and 
who are the moft expofed to indigence. 
My intention is not to confound rank, 
nor to deprive the nobility of my king- 
dom of thofe diftindions which it has ac- 
quired by its fervices, which it has al- 
ways enjoyed under the kings my prc- 
deceflbrs, and which Lwill always main- 
tain. There is no queftion here of an 
humiliating impoft (faille, or perfbnal 
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t&x), but a fimple tax to which every one 
will think himfelf ' honored in contri- " 
buting, iince I my felf have fit the : example 
in proportion to my domains. I aflfr 
happy to believe that my parliament has 
been moved only by its zeal; for I can 
never fuppbfe that it has any intention 
to withdraw 'itfetf from the fubmifiion 
'Which it owes m6 ; . But, now that I have 
myfelf explained the motives which en- 
gage <■ me to perfift in my resolution, I 
expe& that it will no longer defer pro-' 
ceeding to the pure and fimple enregifter- 
ing of my edi&s and declarations. It may 
reft aflured, that; if I hereafter find that 
any of the articles contain inconveniences 
which I have not been able to forefee, 
my regard for my people will engage me 
to remedy them." 

The parliament continuing refra&ory, 
the king a few days after held a bed of 
juftice, in which he enregiftered M. Tur- 
gors edi&s. " There are none," faid 
the king, " who love the people, but my- 
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fcjf «$\^« Turgor/' The motpxtyfa 
this tjpae.:a&ed frojn «a v#pulfe of jjpn 
tliufiafn^: it was the refult of calm^re,*; 
fletfive deUheratioa* The parliament; ha£ 
reraoflftr ated ; the nobility, the courtier^ 
the whole c$ft of the pri^ilfged of.eyerp 
defcriptiQn, the titled, a^4 Ae.^ ricih^ h^ T 
p ; ut tbei$&lves iix iu&rre&ion agaiitfjtthfc 
xpinifter : the king had yreighed thevr o^ r 
jeftions, had confidered all the ten^encjie* 
and bearings of M* Turgors reforms, and 
yet flood ftern with the minifter againft 
the tempeft. • This triumph wa$, how* 
ever, but fliort. The rock againft which 
Turgot learned, was at length undername^ 
" Maurepas efpecially* who truly lov^s 
mc," fays the king, " demands his dik 
nyffion." If a review of the former part 
of the administration of this minifter fa- 
vors the fuppolition that he adted fincerely 
with ,refpe& to the reforms, though he 
was more moderate in his views than the 
minifters whom he introduced to the 
king, M* de Maurepas, on^fufrthere^ 
Smiuation, appear? to be nothing but the 
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ipere courtier, and of a nature more de~ 
f^pfcing and dangoiojB? than it ift eom~ 
mooly the misfortune of princes to fin& 
Two, years before this period, he had ex* 
polled Maupeou, and his pailiftment, the 
creatures of the crown, to the loweft dregs 
of feiv^lity, introducing a refra&ory par* 
liajcnpn*/ and a reforming rokaiflry, Xhfife 
inftrurqjents were neceffary for thtt coti-r 
(blidfttion of his own power, Hhvihg 
gained the ambitioned afcendiency over 
the monarch, he now ufes his influence to 
defeat thefe new competitors, for noyal 
power; and, alarmed at the progrefs which 
liberal and* philofophical principles hail 
'made on the mind of the king, h& checks 
at once the dangerous propensity, and,/ 
with the authority of a. Mentor, as he was 
tilled, demands the roin ifter's difmiffion* 

Demand Turgot's difmiffion ! The mi* 
nifter might indeed be difroiffed from the 
royal prefence : but could the recollection 
of his virtues, ,his a&s of beneficence, his 
gijl^rged and noble projects, hit great and 
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v of accompliftiing today, you have the 
wifdom to defer till to-morrow. 

Remain in the miniftry, my dear 
Malefherbes. Your freedom of charader 
is ftill neceffary to me ; and it is a debt 
you owe to your friend, if not to your 
king. 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Vlth LETTER. 



M. TtJRGOT h&d now reached the 
end of his minifterial career. He had 
fucceeded in gaining enemies wherever he 
propofed reforms; and, as his principal 
lupport, next to the reftitude of his views, 
had been the approbation of the king, he 
had only to fall when this laft flay bent 
under him f 

Two or three days before the king 
pronounced the fentence of difmiftion 
againft him, M. Turgot obferved to the 
monarch that this event muft foon necef- 
farily take place. He had already given 
Lewis fome intimations on this fubjedk 
in preceding letters ; ^nd, confcious by 
what a feeble thread he hung, when <jt 
was on the king's favor, and" perfovcrance, 
92 
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he obferved to him with fomewhat of 
prophetic haflhnefs, that the fate of weak 
princes was that of Charles the Firft of 
England, or of Charles the Ninth of 
France. 

It is to M. de Maleflierbes that the 
king imparts his intention : it is to the 
friend and collegue of tike minifter he is 
about to difgrace, th^t he brings the ac* 
cu&tion, '* Target, my dear Malej[herbes i 
is,"— what ?— an ambitious, inattentive, 
or prodigal minifter ?-~no ! he is too 
tfbftinateljr persevering in the good he 
Would do-r-too inflexibly juftl - What a 
'minifter! — what an accufation !— " De- 
fpotifra," fays the king, -' is good for 
nothing, even when ? employed to force 
the people to be happy*" l"his fentkaent, 
taken in the abftraft, is juft, and even 
fublime, when proceeding from the lips 
of a monarch : but the.followihg fentencc 
of the king's letter fiimiflies the com* 
mentary of the apophthegm, and the ex* 
cufe of the JHjinifter* v , * " 



" Thfc parliament,, the nihility, Mwt- 
repas efpecially, who loves me, demand 
his difmiffion ; and I am going to fign it/* 
TWa wad the divififla againft the miriifter : 
•*-4n his favor were his inflexibility ia- 
goo^ the applaufes of the wife and vir- 
toous, and the bericdi&iotjs* of the people. 
Btrt this i* a fobjeft too ferious for dc- 
elatnatibn :. tefc ua review, in an authen- 
tic document, this hoft of enemies held* 
up by the king againft his tmraftcr; let 
MB read the defence of this minrfter, not 
in apologies written by himfelf or his 
friends*, but in the folemn and public 
a&$ of the monarch, confirming the great 
fcforiRS which Turgot had prbje&ed. , 

This a& is the anfwer of the king to 
the renaonftrances which' the parliament 
made ajgaiuft the enregiftering the edi&s 
fat t&e; ftppreffion , <)f the jvrandes y (the 
privileges of the companies of arts and 
trader,) of the corve'es* and for the gene- 
raiifotion of the taille, or perfonal tax. 
1&& anfwer was given about fix weeks 
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previous to the difmiffion of M. Tiir- 
got. 

" I have examined/' fays the king, 
u with great attention, the remonftranccs 
of my parliament : they contain nothing 
which has not been forefeen, and ma* 
turely digefted, before I decided on fend- 
ing my edi&s and declarations. Bat my 
parliament ought to have feen that all 
thefe laws have for their objedt to fecure 
abundance in my good city of Paris, to 
releafe commerce from reftri&ions that 
were injurious to its profperity, #nd to 
provide relief fofsfuch of my fubjc&s as 
fubfift only by their manual labour, and 
who are the moft expofed to indigence. 
My intention is not to confound rank, 
nor to deprive the nobility of my king- 
dom of thofe diftin&ions which it has ac- 
■ quired by its fervices, ' which it has al- 
ways enjoyed under the kings my pre- 
deceflbrs, and which twill always main- 
tain. There is no qucftion here of an 
humiliating impoft [tatlle^ or perfonal 
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tax), birt a firiiple tax to which eVery one 
will think himfelf ' honored infcontri- ' 
butin£,iince I myfelf have ftt the example 
in proportion to my domains. I afifr 
happy to believe that my parliament has 
been 'moved only by its zeal; for I can 
never fuppofe that it has any intention, 
to withdraw itietf from the fubmiftioa 
which it owes m6'l But, now that I have 
myfelf explained the motives which en- 
gage ^ me to perfift in my refolution, I 
etfpe& that it will no longer defer pro- ' 
ceeding to the pure and fimple enregifter- 
ing of my edi&s and declarations. It may 
reft aflured, thati if I hereafter find that 
any of the articles contain inconveniences 
which I have not been able to forefee, 
my regard for my people will engage me 
to remedy them." 

The parliament continuing refra&ory, 
the king a few days after held a bed of 
juftice, in which he enregiftered M. Tur- 
gors edifts. " There are none/' faid 
the king, " who love the people, but my- 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Vllth LETTES, - 

IF any quality of Lewis the Sixteenth 
could equal his inconftancy and weaknefs, 
it was his fimplicity, in fuppofing that M. 
de* Malefherbes would remain in the mi* 
niftry after the difmiffion of M. Turgot. 
At the clofe of the laft letter, the king, 
apologifing for this aft of rigor againft M. 
Turgot, endeavours to retain M. de Males- 
herbes, -by reprefenting to him that he 
poffeffed the talents of his friend without 
his afperity, and could wait patiently till 
the morrow, for the good he could not 
effeft in the day* But ML de Malefherbes 
knew well the inftability of the ground 
on which he ftood ; nor could N he, as a 
man of honor, remain in office, when his 
friend was expelled ; and not oi>ly his 
friend, but the principles alfo on which he 
a&ed, and which formed the bafis of their * 
common afibciation. 
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M. de Malefherbcs did not hefitate : 
his refignation inftaiitly ' followed the dif- 
miffion of M. Turgot. It appears from 
this letter, that, in the interval, which 
was only five dyays, he had undergone 
much felicitation on the part of the king, 
fince his ftcadinefs or refufal is charao 
terifed by obftinacy. The king endea*' 
rours to win him over by complaifaa! 
all u (ions, and talks of Henry the Fourth, 
and Sully, Whatever refemblance might 
cxift between himfelf and Sully, Males** 
herbes muft have felt how great was the 
diftance, in fome points at leaft, between 
Lewis the Sixteenth and his illuftrious 
anceftor. He felt alfo, that, if he was, 
as the king allures him, too felfifh in his 
virtue,, he was not worthy of a better fate 
than his friend, whom the monareh had 
juft chara&erifed as being too " inflexible 
in his wifh of doing good." M. de 
Malefherbes, with all his zeal in the cAufe 
of the people, and his perfbnal attachment 
to the king, an attachment which the 
event proved to be fincere, would not dif- 
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honor himfelf in the eyes of his country 
and of pofterity, by continuing to hold his 
place. He difdained to be the inftrument 
of an intriguing, hypocritical minifter, and 
refuted to yield to the king's felicitations* 
M. de Maurepas had now gained fo great 
an afcendency over Lewis, that it became 
vain to hope that any other counfels would 
be followed than fuch as this minifter 
fuggefted, efpecially after the fatal in- 
fluence which he had exerted in the dif- 
million of his late collegue. 
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' LETTRE Vllt. \j 
A M. D£ MAUREPAS. 

ON veut le renvoi de M. de St. Ger- 
main. Vous vous plaignez vous-meme, 
mon cher Maurepas, des innovations et 
des reformes que fon zele pour mon fer- 
vice lui a fait faire. J'etais perfuade que 
ces r&brmes et ces innovations etaicnt 
utiles. Dans mon confcil d'etat j*ai fou- 
vent entendu avec inter€t la le&ure de fcs 
memoires: ils me paraiffaient dict<£s par 
la fageffe, Tamour de Tordre et de F&ro- 
nomie. St. Germain me plaifait : mais 
on fe ligue contre lui: fes ennemis bntjure 
fa perte : il a perdu votre confiance, mon 
cher Maurepas : il ne pourrait plus faire le 
bien : je fuis forc£ de l'eloigper : mais je 
vous avoue que fon njemoire a fait fur 
moi la plus vive impreffion. C'eft a regret 
que je lui donne un fuccefleur. Je de- 
li % ' 
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vrais peut-etre, en cettc circonftance, ti* 
fifter a mon confeil: mais je dois, quoique 
roi, fairc ceder mon opinion a cclle de la 
majorite ; et j'ai iigne. 

Louis, 
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LETTER VIII. 
{Tr*nJlatUm.) 

TO M. ©E MAUKEPA6. 

THE removal of M. de St. Germain is 
generally wifhed For ; and you yourfelf, 
my dear Maurepas, complain of the inno- 
vations and reforms which his zeal for 
my fervice led him to introduce, I was 
perfuaded that thefe reforms and innova- 
tions were ufeful, and, in my council cjf 
t Hate, have often liftened with intereft to 
his memorials, which appeared to me to 
be di&ated by wifdom, the love of order 
and oeconomy* St. Germain was agree- 
x ab}e to me : but there is a league formed 
againft him : his enemies have fworn his 
deftrudtion : he has loft your confidence, 
my dear Maurepas : he could therefore no 
longer do good, ai;d I am compelled to 
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remove him 4 but I acknowledge that his 
memorials have left a ftrong impreffion 
on my mind ; and I name his fucceffor 
with regret. Perhaps I qyght, on this 
occafion, to refill the decifions of my 
council : but I am obliged, although a 
king, to yield my own opinion to that of 
the majority ; and I have figned. 

Lewis* 
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OBSERVATIONS &N THE VHIth LETTER. 



HAD we not received fufficfent evi- 
dence of the irritability of the king's re- 
(blutions, and of the flight texture of his 
moral courage, this letter would furnifh 
another (hiking example. M. de St. Ger- 
main was not only perfonally agreeable to 
Lewis the Sixteenth, but he feems, while 
he is expelling him from his counfels, to 
take pleafurej in making his eulogium. 
The king was perfuaded that thefe re- 
forms were ufeful : the memorials of the 
minifter were dictated by wifdom, the 
love of order and oeconomy : they had 
made the moft lively impreffion on his 
mind : u but/* (ays the king with great 
fimplicity, " his enemies have fworp his 
ruin., You yourfelf, my dear Maurepas, 
have complained of the innovations and 
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reforms which his zeal for my fervice has 
Jed him to make/' 

That the enemies of wifdom, of the 
love of order and oeconomy, fhould have 
fworn the rum of a reforming minifter, 
was perfectly natural : that the wily Men- 
tor fhould wifh to check the afcendency 
which this, tpright minifter had gained 
over the mind of his royal pupil, is alfo 
very reafonable : thefe men adted in con- 
ibrmity to their inftinft. But who, ; in 
reviewing this hiftory of difmiffals, the 
fecret caufes of which are laid open m 
x this correfpondence, can avoid deploring 
the fate of the king, placed, like Medea, 
-between the good and the evil j appreci- 
ating, with all the feelings of honor and 
integrity which belong to virtuous meft, 
the one, and yet, though armed with 
power to purfue it, iubmitting and re- 
volving to confummate the other ? And 
who, railing his mind above the intrigues 
bf courts, and the littlenefs of individuals, 
but muft mourn over the fate of natibns 
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intrafted to fucfa parafites, and fuch 
princes ? The king is convinced, he tells 
his favorite, that the enemies of the, mi* 
ni&er are the enemies of his plans of 
doing good : and whom does he drive 
from his prefence ? the rapacious and 
prodigal banditti that form the majority 
-of has counfels ? No ; it is the man of 
integrity and worth, the minister of his 
choke, who enjoys and merits all his 
confideraiiori and efteexn ! I believe it is 
generally admitted that M« de St Ger- 
main's plans of reform did not deferve all 
the approbation which the monarch has 
beftowed on them, and that his retreat 
from miniftry was not marked with that 
noblenefs and independence of character 
which diftinguiihed his two other col- 
legues. The king, however, had the 
fulleft impreffipn of the utility of thefc 
plans, the greateft perfonal con6dence in 
his minifter's adminiftration : but^ as this 
minifter had loft the confidence of hia 
council and courtiers, he fentences him to 
the impoffibility of any longer doing good. 
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The administration of thofe three mi- 
nifters is the moft important epocha of 
the reign of Lewis the Sixteenth, till the 
revolution. Of that event thofe men 
were the prefiding caufes ; and if the 
good intentions of the king had been fe- 
conded by firmnefs of chara&er, the re-^ 
formation of abufcs, and the gradual in-, 
trodudion of civil and political liberty, 
would have fpared his country many of 
the calamities which it has fufFered from 
the revolution, and himfelf the dreadful 
cataftrophe by which at length he fell. 
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LETTRE IX. 
A M. DE FORBONPIS. 

Ce 16 Janvier, 1778. 

SOUS le gouvernement dcs rois qui 
m'ont pr6c6d6 y Monfieur, des circonftances 
malheureufes et imprevues ont forme la 
dptte publique. J'ai cherche tous les 
moyens de Tetcindrc: j'ai confulte les 
hommes qui joignerent la th^orie a la 
pratique/ J'ai confie les places adtni- 
tiiftratives en cette partie aux financiers 
les plus habiles : ils ne m'ont ofFert pour 
remade que des emprunts, des impots, ou 
la banqueroute, des projets defaftreux de 
banque, ou des ades frauduleux. Ruiner 
l'ltat ou preflurer le peuple, voi& tout 
leur fecret. Ce n'eft pas ainfi que Sully 
acquittait les dettes contradees par le Bon 
Henry apres une guerre longue et fan- 
glante, lorfque les forfaits de la Ligue, la 
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haine des catholiques, et la mefiance des 
proteftans, femblirent oter toute confi- 
ance. Sully ne fe borna point a des bi- 
zarres ffieculationS ; il meprifaitjes efprits 
fyftematiques. Ce n'eft que dans l'&o- 
nomie qu'il trouvait des resources. Ex- 
citer l'induftrie, prot^ger Fagriculture, en- 
courager le commerce, voi& toute fa 
politique, toutes fes resources, et tons fes 
moyens financiers. Je ne m'etonne plus 
fi qaon ayeul, le grand Henry, que moa 
cceur cherit €t revere, avait acquis, par 
, ks fervices de cet excellent miniftre, Je 
coeur des Fran$ais. Henry &ait adore : 
et cependant j'ofe vous affurer qu'il ne 
pouvait pas aimer le peuple d'un amour 
plus tendre que celui que je porte a tous 
xnes fujets. M. de Forbonois /era pour 
moi le Sully d'Henry, Depuis quarante 
ans vous parcourez une carriere d'in- 
ftrudion regeneratrice : depuis quarante 
ans vous avez occupe des places oft votrc 
noble defintereflement a fait epoque : vous 
avez prouve que vos connaiflknees etaient 
x^elles, que yos talens n'eroprunterent 
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ricn des faux fyftemes : ofez entreprendre 
ct ex&uter ; fdyez le bienfaiteur de la 
nation, le guide de nos financiers, le con* 
feil de votre roi: fauvez 1'etat ; venes ac- 
ceptor la place dont vous £tes digne. 
' ' Louis. 



no CORRESPONDENCE OF 



LETTER IX. 
(Tra*/?stim.) % 

TO M. DE FORBONOIS. 

January 16, lf7S. 
DURING the government of the 
kings my predeceffors, Sir, unhappy and 
unforefeen circumftances formed the 
public debt, which I have tried every 
means of liquidating, and on which I 
have confuited perfons who joined theory 
to pradtice. I have confided the places of 
this part of the adminiftration to the moft 
able financiers ; and they have prefented 
me with no other remedies, than loans, 
taxes, bankruptcy, difaftrous projects of 
banking, or fraudulent a&s. To ruin 
the ftate, or opprcfs the people, feems 
to be the whole of their fecret. It 
was not thus that Sully acquitted the 



LEWIS XVt 111 

debts contracted by the good Henry dur- 
ing a long and bloody war; when the 
crimes of the League, the hatred of the 
catholics, and the miftruft of the pro- 
teftants, teemed to have deftroyed all 
confidence. Sully did not confine him- 
felf to excentric fpeculations ; he delpiled 
the fpirit of fyftems, and found his re- 
sources in oeconomy alone. The whole 
of his policy, refources, and plans of 
finance, confifted in promoting induftry, 
protecting agriculture, and encouraging 
commerce. I am no longer furprifed that 
my anceftor, the great Henry, whom my 
heart cherifhes and reveres, obtained, from 
the fervices of this excellent minifter, 
the aflfe&ions of the French. Henry was 
adored: and yet 1 dare affirm that he did 
ijot love his people with a more tender 
attachment than that which I bear to- 
wards my fubje&s. M. de Forbonois 
fhall be to me what Sully was in the age 
of Henry. During forty years you have 
run a career of regenerating ihftru&ion : 
during forty years you have filled places 
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in which your noble drfintereftednefs 
forms a new epocha r you have given 
proofs that your knowledge was folk}, 
and that your talents borrowed nothing 
from falfe fyftems. Venture to undertake 
and execute: be the benefaftor of the 
nation, the guide of our financiers, the 
counfellor of your king ; and fave the 
ftate by haftening to accept fim&ions of 
which you are worthy, 

Lewis, 
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OBSERVATIONS &N TUB JXth LKtlfcH, . ' 

AFTER difnufling thofe minjfters yrhQ 
ha4 lie m rued the torrent of fl#fe 7 pro4i* 
g»lity, atjf} fopnd a remedy for thofe 
eircutaiUnces to which the king gives the 
mifoomer of upforsfqen afid unfortunate f 
it is not aftonifliing, th^ whatever WPf 
his good intentions and defirp/of ppcoi)Ofpy f 
he found himfelf perplexed and "unhappy. 
The king complains thjtt the remedies at 
prefept administered (M. Necker was 
then minifter) were loans, taxes, bank- 
ruptcy. One of M. Tijrgqt's con4Won$ 
on entering into office w^s, no loans, np 
more ta#es, ho bankruptcy. 

The fiicceflprS of MefT. Maleflierbes 
and " Turgot, finding the plans of thofe 
revolutionary miniflers impracticable i^ 
their own hands, very modeftly returned v 

. VQL.1. J 
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to the old routine ; and the reputation o£ 
trade-companies, corvies y the taille, and 
other taxes of the like exclufive nature, 
Was. duly rehabilitated. An exception 
mull, however, be made iji favor of*M . 
Necker, who inherited the virtuous dif- 
pofitions of his predeceflbrs, but who, 
finding, like the reft of his collegues, that 
it Was impoflible to go on without either 
loans or taxes, appears, in the choice of 
evils, to have taken the former, and to 
have converted the treafury of the ftate 
into a vaft banking-houfe. 

It is difficult to know- what , particular 
embarraffment the king was under when 
he addreffed this letter to M. de For- 
bonois : but he feems to have difcovered, 
that, if his lately difcarded minifters were 
too obftinate and perfevering^in their de-* 
, fire of doing good, the whole fecret of the 
prefent was td ruin the ftate, and opprefs 
the people. Whatever may have been 
the fecret of his collegues, hiftory will do 
M, Neckpr the juftice to acknowledge, 
that fuch was not his fecret, or intention. 
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The king appears to have fallen irjto ^ 
great error on tfris fubjeft, and to have 
raiftaken the % remedy for the difeafe, 
The evil was not in loans or taxes, but in 
the debt which occafioned th$m ; a cir-r 
cumftance, which was fo far from being 
xjnforefeen, however unfortunate, that it 
was an object always preffing on* the 
%ht. It w£S the cavife of this calamity 
that M. Turgot had been fo felicitous, 
to remove, by the introduftion of a fevere 
^economy in every department. Thi%. 
minifter had to contend agairtft dilapida-* 
tions and prodigality of every kind, to 
qurb the extravagance of the queen ancj 
the royal brothers, to wreft the treafury 
from thp hand$ of favorites, to become, in 
ifrort,. the Cerberus of the ftate. This, it; 
mufl: be admitted, was no galant way 
o( faviijg the finances of the country, but 
Vas at the fapae time the only mode that 
vyas left. 

The king nroft alfo have been miftakeo 
when he afierts that he had confided thp 
I ? 
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department of the finance to the moll 
dextrous adminiftrators, fince, according 
to his own confeffion, their plans tended 
to nothing but ruin and oppreffion. While 
he invoked M. de Forbonois to be his 
Sully, the king had not confidered the 
diftance between himfelf and Henry the 
Fourth. Every candid mind will, how- 
ever, do the king the juftice he claims 
in the parallel which he draws, and will 
perhaps admit that his difpofition to do 
good migtit not be inferior to that illufr 
tripus anceftor: % but fimple difpofition is 
a fterile quality; he wanted that a6Hve 
benevolence which fo much diftinguifhed 
Henry; that perfeverance and impertur- 
bability in the execution, which are fo et 
fential in the reformation of abufes. The 
few letters we have transcribed are fuffi- 
cient evidences, how Angularly he was 
difqualified for the poll in which he w:a& 
placed, and the talk 'he had undertaken* 
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• LETTRE X. 
A M. LB DUC D£ CHARON. 

16 Mai, 1778. 

VOUS paffez votre vie, mon coufin, a 
fonder des etabliflemens utiles : non feule- 
ment votre follicitude fe partage pour les 
-arts, m^is elle va au devant de ceux qdf 
les cultivent. C'eft prouver pair vos anions, 
mon coufin, que vous aveas herite de cet 
amour chevalerefque que le bon Sully, 
avait pour tous les Franpais* Commc 
vous, j'aime a encourager les malheureuj: 
c'eft a ce titre que je veux fonder deux 
places a Tecole de deffein, que je deftipe 
pour des jeunes perfonnes dont les difpo- 
litipns fpront prononcees. Vous ferez 
libre de me defigner celles qui meriteront 
le plu9 d'etre admifes au concourse t 

Je vous renouvelle avec grand plaifir, 
mon coufin, les fentimens d'eftime parti- 
culiere que j'ai pour vous. 

Louis. 
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LETTER JC 

(Trwjtationt) 

TO THE DtJKE OF CHARON. 

i 

May 16th, 1J78. 

YOU fpend your life, my coufin, in 
forming ufeful eftabli(hm<tnts; and your 
folicitude extends, not only to the arts 
themfelves, but to thofe who cultivate 
them, Your a&ions prove that you in- 
herit that romantic affe&ion which the 
L good Sully felt for all Frenchmen. Like 
you, I love to encourage the unfortunate, 
and, with this view, mean to found two 
places at the acadertiy of drawing, de* 
ftined for fuch ybung perfons as fliall dis- 
cover a decided talent for that art. I 
leave to your choice the nomination of 
thofe who merit beft to be admitted as 
candidates. 
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I reiterate with infinite pleafure, my 
coufin, the particular fentiments of efteero 
I bear you. ' > 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS QN THE Xth LETTER. 

T&IS letter forms the eulogium botfy 
pf the peffon by whom it was written, 
and the perfon to whom it was addreffed ; 
and, although it contains little elfe than a 
compliment to the duke of Charon, dis- 
covers a difpofition for genufoe bene- 
volence in the king, which does honor to 
his heart. The name of Sully fo fre- 
quently recurs in his private cbrrefpon^ 
dence, that it appears to have been the 
chara&er in the hiftory of his country 
which he had moft ftudied, and on which 
he dwelt with particular complacency, 
Amidft ^he ftruggle of fa&ions, and the 
entanglements of parties, the mind is 
foothed in repofing on incidents fuch as 
thefe ; and a wifh involuntarily arifes, that 
the writer of fuch a letter had been de- 
{lined by fortune to thofe occupations for 
which he fb juftly praifes his beneficent 
coufin. 



JJEWBXY?, }$ 



LETTRE XI. 



f ETTRE DE M. NECKER A LOUIS XV ^ 

on lui cnveyant le Trait* dc rAdminiftration 
des Finances. » 



— -— . 178i. 
S1RB5 

C*EST avic une refpe&ueufc timidity 
que je prends la liberty de faire hommage 
a V* M. do travail auquel je me fuis livre 
"pendant ma retraite. Je ne favais, e# 
Tentreprenant, fi je le rendrais jamais 
public } et quatid il a ^te fait, de grands 
piotif? opt determine mon incertitude/' 
Je fupplie Votre "Majefte de ne porter de 
jugement fur cet ouvrage, qu'aprfcs Tavoir 
lu tout entier : c'eft dans fa maniere 
fralme $t fup^rieure de juger les hommes 
et les chofes* que je mets ma confiance ; 
car je n'ai point laifle d'amis autour d'elle, 
guoiqu'il m'eut 6t6 bien facile d'en 
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faire. Loin de tout, et n'afpirant plus k 
rien, c'eft par un fentiment pur et digne 
des grandes qualitcs de Votre Majefte^ 
que je defire ardehiment fbn approbation ; 
et c'eft avec un coeur penetre de fon 
infinie borit^, que j'ofe au moins follicdter 
fon indulgence. Je mets aux pfeds de V. 
M. les fentimens prbfonds d'amour et de 
refpeft pour fa peribnne, qui me iuivront 
jufqu'au tombeau, et qui s'uniflent a tous 
ceux que je dois.comme etant, de fa 
Majefte le plus humble et Ie plus obeiflant 
ferviteur. 

Neckeiu 



Note. — Le roi accueillit ma! et la lettre de M* 
Necker* et fon memoire.- Voici la lettre qu'il adreffa 
a M. de Vergennes en cctte circonftance. 
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LETTER XL 




{Tranflation*) 


. 



U. NECKER TO LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH, 
fent with his Treatife on the Adminiftration of th* 
Finances. 

1782. 

SikE> 
WITH refpedtful timidity, I take the 
liberty of prefenting, as a homage to your 
Majefty, a work which I have written 
during my retreat. When I undertook 
this talk, I was doubtful if I fliouM ever 
render it public ; and, fince it has been 
finifhed, powerful motives have overcome 
my indeqjfion. I intreat your Majefty 
will pafs no judgement on this perfor- 
mance, till you have perufed the whole. 
In your calm and fuperior manner of 
judging men and things, I place my con^ 
fidence : for I have left no friends around 
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ybur royal perfon, although they might - 
with eafe have been obtained. Far from 
all, and having no further pretentions to 
any things I defire ardently your Majefty's . 
approbation, from a fentiment pure,, and 
worthy of your great qualities ; and, with 
a heart penetrated by your goodnefs, I 
prefume at leaft to folicit your indulgence. 
I lay at your Majefty's feet thofe fenti* 
ments of profound afFedtion and refped, 
which will follow me to the tomb, and 
which are blended with thofe I owe to 
your Majefty, as being the moft humble 
and moft obedient of your Majefty's 
fervants, 

Necker. 



Note.— -The king received coldly M. Necker's 
letter, afnd his work, and on this occafion addrefled 
the following letter to M. de Yergennes. 
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. LETTRE XII. 

. A M. D£ VERGENNES. , 

VOUS recevrez, ci-joint, Monfieiir, 
Fouvrage que j'ai feulement parcouru, et . 
ou j'ai mis, fa et la, quelques notes, mais 
fans fuite. En tout etat de caufe, il me 
femble que, s'il avait les meilleures in- 
tentions poffibles, il aurait adrefle Fouvrage 
manufcrit^a fon fucceffeur, au lieu de Fen- 
voyer au public. Mais il ,aura voulu 
nourrir fon parti; et, parcequ'il aura 
preyu mes intentions, il aura pris les der 
vants, en prevenant les ufages qui enper- 
inettcnt la publication. Vous verrez dans 
fa lettre, qu'il fait le c&lin. II fera inftruit 
de Feffet de celle de fa demiffion. 

Louis. 
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BETTER XU. 
(Jran/Utiott.) 

I 

TO M. PE VERGENNEg,., 

• *.. . 

YOU will receive inclofed* Sir, the 
work, which I have looked oyer rapidly f 
and have occafionally noted, but without 
order* In every point of view, it appear 5 
to me, that, if his intentions were of the 
pureft nature poflible, he would have ad- 
dreflqd his manufcript to his fucceflbrs, in- 
flead of making it public. But the truth 
is, he had a defire to fupport his party, 
and, forefeeing my intentions, took the 
ftart of me, and anticipated on the forms 
in ufe, which permit the publication-. 
You will perceive by his letter, that he 
fawns. He will foon fee the effedt pro-* 
duced by that in which he announced to 
jQe his diimiffion. 

jJLewis, 
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LETTftE XIII. 
A M. DE VERGENNES. 

23 Mai, 1783./ 

JE ne &is pas fi je commets une indis- 
cretion, Monfieur : mais ma confiance en 
vous m'engage a ne vous rien caches 
M. Dangivillier m'a envoye le billet, fans 
me dire fi e'etait de mon aveu ou hon. 
II eft vrai que la reine me demanda, fur 
le mauvais etat de la fante de M. Necker,, 
qu'il put venir paffer quelque terns auprfcs 
de Paris, pour voir des medecins. Je le* 
lui ai accorde, & condition qu'il ne vien- 
drait pas £ Paris, et qu'il verrait tres peu 
de monde. Je vous confierai qu'avant de^ 
me la dfmander, elle m'avait demaade 
s'il n'y avait pas d'operation de finances 
proChaine ; et elle m'a dit qu'elle ne 
m'aurait pas fait la demande, s'il devaib 
y en avoir. En tout elle me parut, comma 
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je le favais, tres peu attachee a la per-* 
fonne de M. Necker. Jc y vous avouerai 
que, fti'y &ant mal pris cet hiver, l*oc* 
cafion n'etait plus la m£me f et que je ne 
vois que peu de difference entre une pro- 
vince pey eloign^e et une campagne* 
Lyon etait peut-etre pris, a caufe dea 
agiateurs ; j'ai penfe ainfi qu'en montrant 
de rindifference a fon perfbnel, cela lui 
donnerait moins de celebrite, Ce n'eft 
pas pourtant que je veuille le perdre de 
vue, ni fes amis. J'envoyai chercher M. 
de Caftries, apres que la reine m'eut de- 
mande la penraiffion : je lui dis ce que 
j'avais dit a la reine; et j'ajoutai qu'il 
devait fe fouvenir, il y a deux ans, qu'aij 
depart de M. D'OrmefTon, je lui avais 
mande formellement que M. Necker, nifes 
amis, ne devaieht pas fonger qu'ii rentrat 
jamais en place $ que ii M. Necker fe tenait 
tranquille, et que fes pmis ne feraient 
pas parler de lui, je le laiflerais tranquille ; 
mais que li, par rapport a lui, il s'elcvait 
des bruits, et qu'il fe fit des chofes con- 
traires aux operations du gouvernement, 



LEWIS XVL 10* 

£e fefait ttiol qui me croirais attaque, et 
qu f alors je le renverriis & Genivc et qu'il v 
ne fevlendrait jamais plus en France. Je 
laifle k votre fagefle £ cpfnmufriquer ce 
que vous voudrez de cela au contrdleur 
general* Je comptais lui en parler moi- 
m6mc jeudi ; mais il ferait peut-8tre trop 
tard. j'ai compt4 fur fa difcrition fur les 
particulates qui y font contenues: il 
peut dire que le peffonnel de M. Necker 
lui eft indifferent, et que, comptant fur 
mes bontes et fur celles de la reine, il ne 
craint rien ; rnais furtout qu'il prennc 
garde & fes amis vrais ou faux. Tttit 
qu'il ne s'occupera que de la cbofe pub* 
lique, il doit Itrp tranquille. Je pe v*ux 
finir cette lettre fans vous rappeler que le 
(20) (10) Mai eft paflK. J'efp^re qu'il 
Ven paffera encore comcne cclui-ci, 

Signe, Louis. 



vol. 1. 
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LETTER XIII. 
(Tranjlathn.) 

.TO M. DE VERGENNES. 

May 23, 1783. 

: I KNOW not if! commit an indifcre- 
tion : but my confidence leads me to 
leave, nothing concealed from you. M. 
Dangivilliers fent me the note, without 
informing me whether or no it had receiv- 
ed my approbation. The queen, it is true, 
requefted that M. Necke.r might have 
permiffion, on account. of his bad ftateof 
health, to pafs fome time near Paris, in_ 
order to confult phyficians. I confented, 
on condition that he fhould not come to 
Paris, and fhould fee few people. I muft 
alfo obferve to you that the queen had 
previoufly enquired whether any opera- 
tions of finances were about to take place, 
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and told me, that, had that been the cafe, 
(he would* not have made the requeft : 
and, upon the whole, (he appeared to me, 
as I already knew* very little attached to 
M. Necker, I will acknowledge to you, 
that, not having adted with fufficient ad- 
dre(s this winter, the occafion was no 
longer the fame; and I fee little difference 
between a neighbouring province, and a 
country-feat. Lyons was perhaps chofen 
on account of the ftock-jobbers ; and I 
imagined, that, by (hewing indifference 
about him perfonally, I gave, him left 
chance of celebrity. I do not, however, 
intend to lofe fight of him, or his frieijds. 
I fent for M. de Gaftries after the queen 
had demanded the permiflion, and re- 
peated to him what I had told the queen, 
adding that he might remember that two 
years fince, at the departure of M. D'Or- 
meffon, I had formerly declared to him that 
neither M. Necker nor his friends need, 
ever entertain any thoughts of his being 
re-inftated in his place; that, if M. 
Necker remained quiet, and his friends 

K2 



\ ^ 
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abftained from making him the public 
topic, I fhould leave him in tranquillity ; 
but that, if any noife were made on his 
account, or any means taken to thwart 
the operations of government, I Should 
confider myfelf as being attacked, and 
fhould then order him to go to Geneva, 
and never return to France. I leave to 
your wifdom to communicate what you 
think propel: of this to the controller-ge^ 
neral. I purpofed fpeaking to him myfelf 
on Thurfday ; but it would perhaps be too 
late. I depend upon his difcretion re- 
ipefting tne details which are here con- 
tained j he may obferve that M. Necker 
is perfonally an object of indifference to 
him, and that, relying on my goodnefs 
and that of the queen, he fears nothing. 
But, above all, let him beware of his 
friends, true or falfe. So long as he oc- 
cupies himfelf only with public affairs, he 
may be tranquil. I cannot finifh this letter 
without bringing to your recollection that 
the (20) (10) of May is paffed : I hope 
it will again pafs like the laft. 

Lewis* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE Xlth, Xllth, AND Xinth 
v LETTERS. 



AS the three preceding letters have 
already been prefented to the public, with 
very extenfive commentaries, it becomes 
unneceffary to make further obfervations. • 
M. Necker's adminiftration fills fo con- 
lid erable a part of the hiftory of the reign 
of Lewis the Sixteenth, that it would re- ,' 
quire almoft as many volumes as that ce- 
lebrated ex-minifter has written, to ftate 
all that might be faid on the occafion. 
Thefe letters prove how formidable a 
power M. Necker had become, fince the 
whole force of the French cabinet was 
ineffectual to crufh him ; and the king, in 
this inftance, ftood firm againft the unani- 
mous folicitations of his counfellors, who 
were anxious for a ftriking difplay of 
royal defpotifm. 
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LETTRE XIV. 
A M. DE VERGENNES. 

1783. 

JE vous renvoie, Monfieur, avec les 
interceptions ordinaires, les depeches d'Ef- 
pagne que vpus m'avez envoyees. Nous 
noua attendions bien a la mauvaifc hu- 
meur du miniftre Efpagnol,, quand il 
verrait que nous avions mieux vu que 
lui les evenemens qui devaient arriver. 
Mais il eft bien f&cheux que cela toiirne 
au detriment de la chofe. M. D'Aranda eft 
bien indifcret de. nous faire fouffrir de fa 
mauvaife humeur contre fon pays. J'ap- 
prouve le projet de M. Montmorin, que 
vous ecriviez dire&ement a M. Florida. 
Vous ri'avez qu'a en drefler la lettre, que 
vous li*ez dans un comite, ou nous pren- 
drons les determinations qii'il faut fur les 
operations ulterieures. 
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J'ai vu la reine apres qu'elle vous a vu. 
Elle m'a paru fort affe&ee du fentiment 
d'inquietude bien jufte fur la guerre qui 
pourrait eclater, d'un moment k l'autre, 
entre deux rivaux fi pres Tun de l'autre. 
Elle m'a parle aufli de ce que vous n'aviez 
rien fait pour la prevenir, -J'ai tiche de 
lui prouver que vous aviez fait ce qui etait 
en vous, et que nous etions prets a faire 
toutes les d-marches amicales que la cour 
de Vienne pourrait nous fuggerer. Mais 
en merae terns je ne lui ai pas laifle 
ignorer le peu de fondement que je voyais 
aux acquifitions de la maifon d'Autriche* » 
et que nous nations nullement obliges a 
la fecourir pour les foutenir ; et de plus je 
l'ai bien affuree que le roi de Prufle ne 
pourrait pas nous detourner de Talliance, 
et qu'on pouvait defapprouver 1^ conduite 
d f uif allie, fans fe brouiller avec lui, Elle 
avait tres peu re9u de Tempereur et de 
l'imperatrice, ainfi que de M. de Mercy, 
Tout cela eft pour votre inftrudtion, afin. 
que vous puifliez parler le meme langage. 
Je penfe bien, comme vous, qu'il ne faut 
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pas faire des demarches qui donneraient 
tine faiH&ioik k Fufurpation de la cow de 
Viennc ; et je ne vois pas d'inconvenieiit 
& 66 que yous ave$ dit i M. Mercy* 

Lpuis. 
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JATTER XIV. 

(Tranfiatioa.) 
TO M. DE VERGENNES, 

1783. 

I RETURN, fir, with the ordinary 
interruptions, the difpatches from Spain 
which you fent me. We were well pre- 
pared for the ill humour of the Spanifh 
niinifter, when he perceived that we had 
forefecn better than himfelf the events 
which wtre likely to take place : but it is 
extremely unfortunate that this fhould 
prove detrimental to the affair ; and M. 
D'Aranda is highly indifcreet in making 
us fuffer on account of his ill humour 
^gainft his country. I approve the projeft 
of M* Montmorin, that you fhould write 
dire&ly to M. Florida ; and you may 
[ compofe a letter for that purpofe, which 
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you will read in a committee, where we 
will decide upon our future operations. <■ 

I faw the queen after fhe had feen you; 
and ftie appeared deeply affefted by a 
fentiment of uneafinefs, well-founded, on 
the probability of the war which may 
break out between two rivals placed fo 
near each other. She alfo fpoke to me of 
your having done nothing to prevent it. I 
endeavoured to prove to her that you had 
done all you could, and that we were 
ready to adopt every friendly meafure 
which the court of Vienna- could fuggeft. 
At the fame time I did not conceal from 
her, how little folid I confidered the ac- 
quifitions of the houfe of Auftria, and 
that we were in no way obliged to lend 
our aid to maintain them. I moreover 
allured her that the king of Pruffia had 
no power of turning us from the alliance ; 
and that it was poflible* to jjifapprove the 
condu6t of an ally, without having any 
breach in cohfequence. ' She has received 
very little from, the emperor; the emprefs, 
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or M. de Mercy. Thefe things I mention 
for .your information, and in order that, 
you may fpeak the fame language. I 
think, with you, that we muft take no 
meafurcs which would give, a fan&ion to 
the usurpations of thfe court of Vienna ; 
and I fee no impropriety in what you 
have faid to M. Mercy, 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XlVth LETTER. 

THIS letter, which has alfo been pub- 
lifhed, relates to the alliance between the 
cabinet of Verfailles and the houfe of 
Auftria in 1783, and to the proje&s of 
Jofeph ,the Second on Bavaria, after the 
treaty at that epocha. Much importance 
has been attached to this letter, as dis- 
playing many fa#s unknown at that 
period, difcovering the private fentiments 
of the king refpe&ing the condu6t of his 
ally, and prefenting a faithful pi&ure of 
the political relations between France and 
Vienna. But one of the moft prominent 
characters of this letter is the afcendency 
which the queen had now affumed in the 
cabinet. Ten years had elapfed in the 
ftruggle between this princefs and her 
hufband. * Her paffion for her houfe con- 
tinue^ unabated : and it is curious to ob- 
ferve thfe fecret intelligence between the . 
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monarch and his minifter, agreeing that 
in their communications with her they 
ihould hold the fame language. 

Thefe circumftances, which had once 
an important though (econdary influence 
on the affairs of France, are not unworthy 
of the notice of the hiftorian. 
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LETTRE XV. 
A M. DE MALESHERBES. 

i3 Dec. 1^86. 

J'AIME et j'eftime les hommes, mon 
cher Malefherbes, qui, par des ouvrages 
utiles, prouvent qu'ils font un fage emploi 
de leurs lumieres : mais je n)encouragerai 
jamais, par aucun bienfait particulier, lcs 
produdtions qui tendent a la demoralife- 
tion generale. Voltaire, Rouffeau, Diderot, 
et leurs pareils, qui un inftant ont obtenu 
mon admiration, que j'ai fu prifer depuis, 
ont perverti la jeuneffe qui lit a vec ivrefle, 
et la claffe la plu nombreufe des hommes 
qui lifent fans reflexion. Sans doute, 
mon dher Malelherbes, la liberte de la 
preffe agrandit la fphere des connaiflances 
humaines. Sans doute il eft a d&irer 
que les gens delettres puiflent manifefter 
leurs penfees fans licenciement d'une cen- 
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fure quclconque : mais les hommes font 
toujours fi au dela du point ou la fagcffe 
devraitles arreter, qu'il faut non feule- 
ment une police fevere pour les Uvres, 
mais encore une furveillance aftive. en vers 
ceux qui font charges de les examiner, t 
pour que les mauvais livres ayent le moins 
de publicite poffible. . Je le fais, . toute 
inquifition eft odieufe : mais il faut un 
frein a la licence ; car, fans ce moyen, la 
religion et les moeurs perdraient bient6t de 
leur pouvoir, et la puiflance royale de ce 
refpe& dont elle doit etre. toujours en- 
vironnee. Nos philofophes modernes 
n'ont exalte les bienfaits de la liberty, 
que pour' jetter avec plus d'adrefie dans 
les efprits des fe'mences de rebellion. Pre- 
nons v garde : nous aurons pcut-etre un 
jour a nous reprocher un peu trop d'in- 
dulgence pour les philofophes, et pour 
leurs opinions. Je drains qu'ils ne s^- 
duifent la jeuneffe, et qu'ils ne preparent 
bien des troubles a cette generation qui 
les protege. Les remontrances du clerge 
font en partie fondees : je ne puis qu'ap- 
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plaudit a fa prcvoyance, Vous avcp pro* 
mis en mon nom, dans Paffemblee du 
clergl, de pourfuivre lcs mauvais livres, 
les livres impies. Nous ttendrotis notre 
promefTe, parceque la philosophic trop 
audacieufc du fiecle a uqe arri&rc penf£e, 
qu'clle corrompt la jeuncffc, et tend k 
tout trpubler, et % tout divifer. 

Louis* 
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UTTER XV, .' , 

(T/an/IatiQn.) 

TO M. BE MAXESHERBES, 

December 13, 1/86. 

I LOVE and effeem thofe men,, my 
dear Malefherbes, who prove, by the ufeful 
productions of their pen, that they em* 
ploy their talents for worthy purpofes : 
but I will never encourage, by any parti* 
cular diftindfcion, fuch works as tend to a 
general corruption of morals. Voltaire, 
Roufleau, Diderot, and other writers of 
the fame caft, who obtained for a while 
my admiration, and whom I have fince 
learned to appreciate, have perverted the 
young, who read with enthufiafm, and 
that clafs of fociety, which is the moft 
numerous, who read without reflexion 
The libertyof the prefs, my dear Male?* 
VOL. j. L 
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herbes, no doubt enlarges the fphere of 
human knowledge : it is certainly to be 
wifhed that men of letters might have 
the privilege of publishing their thoughts 
without the obftaclc of any cenfure what- 
ever :, but men are fo apt to wander be- 
yond that point where wifdom enjoins 
them to flop, that not only a- fevere 
police for books is neceflary, but alfo a 
vigilant infpeftion over thofe who are 
commiffioned to examine them, in order 
that n'oxious books may obtain as little 
notoriety as poffible. I know that every 
kind of inquifition is odious : but it is 
neceffary to curb licentioufnefs ; fince, if 
this be not done, religion and morals 
would loon lofe their influence, and regal 
authority that refpeft with which it 
Ihould always be accompanied. Our 
modern philofophers have extolled the 
bleflings of liberty, only to infmuate more 
eafily into the minds of men the feeds of 
rebellion. Let us beware : we (hall per- 
haps one day have to reproach ourfelves 
• with too much indulgence towards phi- 
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Jpfophers and their opinions. I fear they 
niay feduce the young, and are preparing 
jnany troubles for the generation by whicfy 
they are prote&ed. The remonftrance? 
of the clergy are in part well-founded ; 
and I cannot but applaud their forefighu 
You have promifed the aflerpbly of the 
clergy, in my name, to profecute hurtful 
and impious books ; we will keep our 
word ; for the too daring philofophy of 
the age has a projeft in refervc, while it 
corrupts youth, and tends towards general 
£roub}e and diforder, 

Lewis, 



*» 
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i 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE XVth LETTER. 



t AMONG the perfons who have taken 
a diftinguifhed part in the revolution, 
few are entitled tounqualified efteem and 
veneration, like M. jde Malefherbes. M* 
Turgot's fervices towards the public ap- 
pear to have terminated with his miniftry. 
M. de Malefherbes, though long with- 
drawn from the bufinefs of the cabinet, 
occupies himfelf continually in giving his 
royal pupil inftru&ion and counfel. This 
letter to M. de Malefherbes appears to 
contain an anfwer to remonftrances made 
by the ex-minifter on fome fevere difplay 
of authority againft the philofophical 
writers of the day ; for which feverity the 
king juftifi^s himfelf by a confeffion of 
faith refpe&ing philofophers and their 
works. 

This letter is extremely interefting 
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under various points of view. It dis- 
covers a confiderable portion of candour in 
the king, with refpedt to the propagation 
of liberal and rational fentiments on the 
fubjedl both of civil and religious liberty ; 
and much may be allowed to thp juftice 
of his obfervations, when he defcants on 
the abufes which at the time were made 
of thofe ineftimable privileges. The king 
appears to have been once an admirer of 
the works of Voltaire, Roufleau, Diderot, 
and others : but who can difapprove the 
temperate refblution fie had formed of 
with-holding encouragement from pro- 
ductions which, he believed* tended to the 
general corruption of the people ? The 
apologifts for thole writers will tell us, 
that, in combating defpotifmand fuper-. 
ftition, the weapons they wielded were 
fuch as were beft fitted to produce effe&, 
and that ridicule, according to the Roman 
poet, was ftronger and more efficacious, 
than ferious or fevere argument. There 
are, no doubt,, certain prejudices fo in- 
herent, that it requires the exercife of 
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every varibus faculty of the human mind 
tc> eradicate them : but it muft be re- 
taembered that Milton, Locke, and Sid- 
ney, overthrew the defpotifm of the Stu- 
arts, without the aid of ribaldry or 
HcfentiotifnefS ; and that the illuftrioUs re* 
formers '6f the fifteenth century confirmed 
the morality of Europe, while they.beat 
down the arrogant pretenfions of facer^ 
dotal and papal usurpation. In the courfe 
Of the prefent revolution, the philofophers 
have miftaken^the true point : and, if the 
period ever arrive when defpotifm or 
fuperftition (which heaven avert !) fhould 
regain their wonted afcendenty, part of 
the blame might juftly be imputed to 
the philofophers, who have Contributed fo 
greatly, as the king obferves, towards the 
general demoraiifatidn* 

What friend to a jufl and tempered 
freedom, to a manly and rational iyftem 
of religion, but muft regard the mifap^ 
plied labors, the ignorant ardor, of fu'ch 
ill advijfed advocates, not merely with 
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difapprobation, but abhorrence ? What 
cenfures do not thefe pretenders to re- 
formation, in this and other countries, 
incur, when, by their intemperate {allies, 
they create apologies for thofe, who, 
fhrinking from the gulf of annihilation, 
fall back for an a/ylum into the arms of 
fuperftition and defpotifm! Againft thefe 
enemies we might have hoped to ftruggle 
with fuccefs, and even to fubdue them ; 
but let us never ceafe exclaiming with 
Jaffier, 

i ■■ €t Save me from ray friends 1" 

The homage, rendered by the king to 
the liberty of the prefs, does him honor,* 
though it appears to have been, in this 
place, only an affent to the principle re- 
corded in the ex-minifter's remonftrance. 
" Without doubt, my dear Maleftierbes," 
fays the monarch, " the liberty of the 
prefs enlarges the fphere of human know- 
ledge : it were undoubtedly to be wifhed 
that men of letters fhould manifeft their 
opinions without any permiffion >what- 
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ever." So far the king and his philoso- 
phic inftru&or are agreed ; but/ though 
we may admit, with the former, that men 
are liable to go beyond the point where 
they ought to flop, however difficult it 
may be to ftate what the true point- of 
repofe fhould be, .vfe are very fure that 
the remedy which he propofes is more 
dire than the difeafe* 

The force of this truth immediately 
prefents itfelf to his mind. " I know/*, 
adds he^ " that all inquifition is Cdious -: 
but the licentioufnefs of the times calls for 
reftraint*" No problem in government 
has been inore difficult to folve* than that 
of the juft meafure of the liberty of the 
prefs*' On thi^ topic* both argument and 
declamation have been exhaufted ;" and, 
though this liberty has been recognifed as 
one of the primordial and imprefcriptible 
' rights of citizens, few governments, call- 
ing themfelves free, appear yet to have 
fixed it on its proper bafis. In the defpotic 
ftates of Europe, fuch as France under the 
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monarchy, the principle was admitted as 
defirable ; but no reftraint was thought of, 
except that of the police, an inquifition 
which the perfon raoft interefted in the 
reftraint, regarded as odious. • There are 
Hates, however, yrhere due refpedt i? paid 
to this'ineftimable privilege; and, while 
the right of decifion by juries is maintain- 
ed, notwithftanding the temporary inter- 
ference of authority, the rights of citizens 
will remain inviolate* 

Although the king inveighs againft the 
infidelity and licentioufnefs . of modern 
philofophers, we fee him at the fame time 
paffing an eulogium on. tfce forefight of 
his clergy. This praetorian guard of de£ 
potifm had long fince juftly taken the 
alarm. * 'This provident and vigilant band 
had long feen Hannibal at the gates. The 
kiog reminds M. de MaleOierbes of the 
engagement? -be had taken in his name 
with this facred order, to profecute im- 
moral and impious publications. The 
minifter, it appears, had been negligent 
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in this part of his duty : the king reminds 
him" of his promife. But, before we con- 
demn M. de Malefherbes, it would be but 
ieafbnable to take a flight furvey of fbme 
portions of the impiety which he was 
catted on to reprefs, or punifh. For thofe* 
We muft }ook into thfc indi&ment drawn 
uj> againft philofophy ,and philofophers* 
contained in the a£ls of remonftrance x of 
the clergy* 

Eleven years previous to the writing of 
this letter, the king appointed commif- 
fioners to hear thofe complaints. " In- 
fidelity, ~fays the deputation, at the head 
of which was the archbifliop of Touloufe, 
44 invades every age, every rank, every 
condition. A monftrous atheifm has be- 
come the prevailing opinion." An elo- 
quent tirade againft infidelity and atheifm 
follows this denunciation ; and many of 
the obfervations, made by - thefe Jearned ' 
prelates refpe&ing the fatal confequences 
of this laxity of religious belief, were, no 
doubt* well founded. But, though this 



LEWIS XVI. 153 

impiety was pregnant with various mif* 
chiefs, there was another aberration from 
the unity of the faith, which called for no 
lefs ftrong repreflion from the arm of the 
civil power. This foe to eftabliflied re- 
ligion ind focial drder was Proteftantifdn 
* This fed," adds the deputation, " over* 
whelmed for a long time paft under the 
anathema of two powers, has dared again 
to raife its head. Intimidated heretofore 
by the feverity of the laws,, checked by the 
unceding' vigilance which watched all its 
proje&s, it fought the folitude of the de- 
ferts, and found its prote&ion ill the 

fliades of night but it now raifes the 

ftandard of lchifm ; its preachers publilh 
their fanatical maxims; they celebrate * 
the holy Communion, and the facrament 
of marriage/* 

" We do not, fire, feck to enquire into 
the fbufce of the liberty which the Pro* 
teftants enjoy. Let your majefty deign to 
inform yourfelf, why, in contempt of au- 
thority, thefe fe&aries make temples of . 
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their houfes, why in fome provinces they 
have dared to build, without fearing the, 
interpofition of government ?'* 

4C Let it be made known to you, fire, 
why unions, reprobated by all laws ca- 
nonical arid 'civil, are contra&ed with im- 
punity at thfeir preachings, under the 
name of marriage ; and how it happens 
that, contrary to the will of the prince, 
tender infants are every day torn from the 
minifters of our holy religion, to be placed 
under the care of thefe matters of error, 
who make them quietly fuck in its poifon 
with their milk'? . • . . who thus emboldens 
thefe . do£ors of falfehood, facrilegious 
imitators of our miniftry, to ufurp tha 
name and rights of pajiors of the holy 

church ? We conjure you, fire, de-' 

lay not a moment to deprive error of the 
hope of poffeffing temples and altars 
amongft us: finifh the work which Lewis 
the Great (Lewis the Fourteenth) had 
undertaken, and which Lewis the Well- 
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beloved (Lewis the Fifteenth') continued. 
The glory <Jf giving Calvinifm its laft 
and mortal blow is*referved for you . • • ." - 

The complaint made by the clergy^ 
of the daring boldnefs of Proteftants 
in taking children from under the 
tutelage of Catholic priefts, was,, no 
doubt, well founded. The Proteftants, 
emboldened by the liberality of the times, 
were fbmetimes ' guilty of this outrage 
againft the laws. Under the old regime, 
the offspring of Proteftants, for ever ille- 
gitimate — fince that holy union, called 
marriage in other countries, was, for thofe 
fe&aries, difallowed and unknown in 
France — this miferable offspring, con- 
demned to infamy by its birth, had no re- 
fuge for falvation but in the bofom of the 
church. From this afylum the Proteftants 
were fometimes guilty of ftealing children; 
they were indeed their own; and who, 
that had any refpeft for the iacrednefs of 
religious opinion, or feelings for parental 
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folicitude, however erroneous, but muft 
readily have pardoned the violation I 

Five years after th^s epocfra, in ijSq, 
, tj*e zeal of the clergy led ;hem to repeat 
their grievances, " It is rhp duty of ouy 
jnitiiftry, fire, to fiif at firft the attention, 
of your majefty on thp cruel and deep 
pounds inflifted on the whole body of re? 
Vealed truths, by a dodtrine hoftile ta 
every worlhip, and deftruftive of all au- 
thority. Alas! this is not the only ca- 
lamity which has befallen the Gallican 
church, Herefy grows every day more 
haughty and enterprifing, under the (hade 
of lengthened impunity, and is unwearied 
in rending the bofom of this tender and 
diftrefled mother. During the gloriou? 
days of the rei^n of your auguft grand* 
father, a provident adminiftration had, by 
paeans purely repreffive, checked and even 
enlightened our ftrayed brethren. Nutn- 
bcrlefs converfions had already excited 
the foothing hope that all the fheep qf 
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/Ifracl would form but one flock, under 
the guidance of one fingle fhepherd; 
when the falutary fprings of a police 
combined with fo much wifdom became 
infenfibly relaxed*" 

" However flight the attention paid to 
the complaints laid fucceffively at the 
foot of the throne fincp the year 1745, by 
the aflemblies of the clergy, the daring 
firides of the fe£taries prefcnt fenfible 
augmentations and a moft dreadful pro* 

greffion Formerly, fire, the fe&aries 

were rigoroufly excluded, according to the 
ordonnances, from places, civil employ- 
ments, &c Now the infractions are 

multiplied.— -Heretofore the fe&aries held 
no religious aflemblies, or fecretly con- 
yoked them in folitary and defert places. ... 
At prefent* the holding of aflemblies is 
notorious, and regular. Preachings, efta- 
blifhed at the gates of our largeft towns, 
infult the laws by tumultuous tinging, and 
noify ceremonies. The kingdom is inun- 
dated by falfe teachers, who do not hefi- 
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tate, and without myftery, to adminiftcr 
the communion to the fick, and fpread 
publications under the form of exhorta- 
tions and inftru&ions, refpefting the great 

events of the nation They have 

the audacity, in fome provinces, even to 
deliver a6ts of baptifm and marriage, 
drefled up with an air of authenticity, in 
virtue of fuperior orders given at the be- 
ginning of the year 1774** (under the 
miniftry of Turg6t and Malefherbes), 
u which orders are not yet revoked, not- 
withftanding* the indiguation which the 

late, king evinced on this fubjeft 

Formerly thefq fe&aries did not permit 

themfelves to dogmatife in public 

Now, every day is marked, as it were, 
by new irreverences againft our ceremo- 
nies and myfteries. . . ♦ . Here the venera- 
ble lymbol of our redemption has been 
broken down ; • . . , there horrible blaf- 
phemies againft the adorable eucharift 
have been uttered. Further on, old Ca- 
tholics have torn themfelves away from 
the retraining yoke of our morality, and 
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thrown themfelves fcandaloufly into the 
arms of a free and independent fe£h . • : • 
X.et us dwell in fhort on the enterprifes of 
the Proteftants, carried on with new and 
unexampled audacity ; let us examine the 
iiumberlefs writings cottipofed in their 
favor, and diftributed with fingular . pro- 
jfafion ; let us lend an ear to the general 
cry which refounds from every part of 
France ; it feems as if the church were 
threatened to (hare empire with a haughty 
riyal, and that the country will have the 
pain of feeing altar againft altar eredted in 
its bofom " - 

After fome further detail of the calami- 
ties of the Catholic church from the au- 
dacioufnefs of Proteftantifm, and echoing 
the hackneyed obfervation of the im- 
mortal bifeop of Meaux (BoffueO, that 
4C modern incredulity was a deteftable 
fhoot from the fatal ftock planted in the 
(ixteerith century by the leaders of the 
reformation/* and which they might have 
found, on a clofer examination, to have 
been rather an offset from the pyfteriou* 

vol. i. m \ ' . 
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and monftrous trunk of papal abfurdity, 
thofe do&ors go on to obferve, that " the 
diverfity of' public worfliip is almoft al- 
ways a dreadful fource of civil diffenfion. 
Let us fuppofe," fay they, " that the me- 
morable event confummatfed in the laft 
century, (the revocation of the edidt of 
Nantes) by a monarch fo profound in the 
art of reigning, has really produced the 
pretended evils alleged by its detra&ors, by 
introducing into foreign countries immenfe, 
treafures, flourifliing colonies, and th$ 
precious knowledge of our arts and manu- 
factures ; — how fliall we repair fuch lofles 
after the lapfe of an hundred years ? 
would it not be exafperating the wound 
kiftead of clofing it, to attempt, by a fe- 
cond operation, to rob us of the great 
advantages which have confbled us for 
the lofs of the former ? fuch we call the 
unity of religious worfliip, and the (lability 
of civil order. What new titles to the . 
benevolence of kings will this affemblage 
of independent men have acquired, who 
boafted firmly, in their fcditious writings, 
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of having difcovered that the fourceof 
royal authority was purely human, whilft 
the Catholic do&rine places the cradle 
of this fame authority in heaven, and 
reprefents it as covered with the rays of 
the Divinity itfelf !" 

Were thefe a6te of the affemblies of 
the clergy lefs authenticated, it would 
leem incredible, that, at the clofe of the 
eighteenth century, and in a civilifed 
ccfuntry like France, there could be found 
a body of men who would have ventured 
their reputation, as authors of futh a' 
medley of moral and political blafphemies. 
It ought, however, to be* noticed, in 
honor of their forbearance, that, while 
they loudly called for the repreifion of 
herefy, they abjured all appeal to the 
halter and the fword, fince, as they de- 
clared, the ecclefiaftical ftate was, of all 
profeffions, the moft effentially remote 
from a&s of rigor. One mode of con- 
verfion, however, they earneftly recom- 
mended, which was that of " encreafing 

M2 
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the bounties towards new converts,, btrt 
that no new penfions fhotfld be created, ex- 
cept on the fight of an abjuration in good 
form, oribme other equivalent title, with 
an obligation to prefent every year a 
certificate of Catholipifm, figned, without 
expenfe, by the viqar of the p&rifh to 
which the convert fhould belong/* To 
this mode nothing was obje&ionable* ex- 
cepting the premium which fanaticifna 
paid for hypocrify* 

Whether the king at this period had 
not difcontinued his admiration of Vol- 
taire, Rouffeau, Diderot, and writers of 
the like fort, or whether he had more 
wifdom than the colle&ed body of his 
c t er gy> we find, in the margin of this 
remonftrance, notes which betray a lurk- 
ing difpofition in favor of this hereiy 
which the priefthood was fo anxious to 
extirpate. In one place the king obferves, 
V It feems Angular to fee complaints 
againft the Proteftants, becaufe they ma- 
nifeft their joy when Providence gives me 
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a fcn, or when I gain a victory over the 
Englifh; To what lengths are men 
carried by their prejudices !" . and in 
another, that " bifhops, " well worthy of 
confidence, have allured me that furrep~ 
titious converfions are contrary to the 
Jpirit of religion, and that, in order to be 
praifeworthy, they ought to be the refult 
of a free and enlightened confcience." 

The genuine Catholicifm of the king at 
this period (Catholicifm, in the reftrained 
ienfe of the word) might almoft be doubt- 
ed. Among the accufations brought 
againft the Proteftants in the laft remon- 
strance, was that of a direr herefy than 
mere Galvinifm, $i Without invoking in 
this place," fay they, " public notoriety, 
or taking advantage of « the confeffions 
which have efcaped the indifcretion of 
the moft celebrated Calvinifts, have we 
fiot feen the fchool of Geneva prefent, 
three years fince, the fcandalous fpe&acle 
pf a public and uncontroverted thefis, in 
Which it has not {?lufhed to eall in 



166 CORRESPONDENCE OF 

queftion the divinity of Jefus Chrift, the 
immutable limit which has always fepa- 
rated fimple deifm from trueChriftianity V 9 
Without calling in queftion this laft aC- 
fertion of the clergy in the do&rinal po- 
fition which they laid down, and which 
difcovers more ignorance of Chriftianity 
than might be allowed to fo learned a 
body, the king contents himfelf with 
fimply obferving that the " Proteftants on 
their fide might equally find fault with 
the thefes of the abW d,e Prades." Now 
thefe thefes of the abbe de Prades were 
difquifitions in favor of pure materialifm 
(which, in France, where little is under- 
fitood of religious controverfy, means 
atheifm), Held at the Sorbonne ; of 
which do&rine one of the fupporters, 
at the time, was the archbifliop of 
Touloufe, the chief of the deputation of 
the clergy in their remonftrance againft 
the Proteftants. " As long as thefe re- 
proaches (hall continue," adds the king, 
>' there can be no hope of feeing any 
reconciliation effe&ed. The two religions 
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ought to edify one another by good 
a&ions, and not exafperate by offenfive 
accufations, whether true or , falfe." 
Though it might reafbnably be called 
in queftion whether the king was as 
zealous a catholic as was requifite for an 
eldeft fon of the church, there can be no 
doubt that he was at this time more 
Chriftian and more truly philofophic thai) 
his clergy, 

Six years after this laft rempnftrance, 
we find the king abjuring his heterodox 
opinions, at leaft refpe6ting philofophy. 
" Our modern philofophers," fays he, 
" have exalted the bleffings of their 
liberty, with the intention only of fowr 
ing with more dexterity in the mind 
the feeds of rebellion. Let us take care : 
we (hall have at fome future day to 
reproach ourfelves with too' much in r 
dulgence for philofophers, and their opi- 
nions. I fear left they fhould feduce 
our youth, and prepare many troubles to 
^his generation which protects them f The 
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remonftrances of the clergy are in part 
founded. . . . XThe too daring philosophy 
bf the times has a purpofe in referve." 

The event which the prophetic foul of 
the king deprecated, was faft approach- 
ing. It might indeed be faid to be al- 
ready \:onfum mated: and, no doubt, wliei), 
fix years afterwards, in the gloomy prifon 
of the Temple, he dilated his defence tp 
Malefherbes, fome of thejfe obfervations, 
refpedting the too plenary indulgence 
granted to phijofophers, glided accrofs his 
remembrance. It is common with the un- 
happy to attribute events to' caufes which 
have no neceffary connexion with the 
objedt. It was not philofophy enlightening 
the people, which brought on thofe fatal 
cataftrophes of which the philofophers 
themfelves were the vi£tim$; but that 
deplorable ignorance which defpotifm 
loves to fofter as the fureft mfean of 
enforcing obedience, and which, when 
loofened from reftraint, becomes a direr 
defpot in its turn. * ■ 



/ 
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.But, if the accufation of corrupting the 
people by impious and licentious publica- 
tions be one of the faults from Which 
certain writers can with difficulty ex- 
culpate themfelves, what apologies have 
we not to offer, what applaufes rather 
have we not to beftow on thofe, wh9 by 
their labors tended to correft this odious 
and. intolerant fpirit, which we fee 
exhibited in the remonftrances of the 
clergy ! 
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LETTRE XVI. 
A M. DE MALESHERBES. 

Paris, ce 28 O&obre, 1786* 

. L'AUTORITE' a toujours bcfoin, mon 
cher Malefherbes, d'etre environnee dc 
relped. Le zele indifcret de quelques 
magiftrats, les ecrits virulens de quelques 
gens de lettres relativement aux lettres de 
cachet, eft un fcandale. Les parlemens, 
qui depuis environ trente ans fe font 
imagines que Tautorite royale a befoin de 
leur fan&ion pour punir legalement, ont 
pris part dans la querelle, et Font rendu© 
plus grave. Je ne crois pas devoir ceder, 
quoique vos fages avis me foint prefens, 
et que vous vous foyez declare contre les 
lettres de cachet, Je n'aurais point fait 
ufage le premier de Toeuvre du perc 
Jofeph ; mais j'ai penfe que, dans le fiecle 
ou nous fommes, il ne faut point detruir* 
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la feule force repreffive dont j'ai necef- 
fairement befoin dans certaines circon- 
flances. Je fais qu'il y a d'etranges abus 
dans la maniere de faire ufage des lettres 
de cachet : mais quelle eft la chofe dont 
on n*abufe pas ? 1/ouvrage de M. de 
Mirabeau fur les prifo^s d'etat, que j'ai lu 
avec attention, renferme des vues pro- 
fondes; Je regrette vivement que Tau- 
teur, par fon inconduite, m'emp&che de 
croire a fes principes philanti-opiques. 
II n'en faut pas moins, mon cher Males- 
herbes, profiter de tout ce que vous trou- 
verez d'utile dans fon puvrage, puis bien 
fe convaincre des abus, et remedier 
promptement au mal. Pr£fentez-moi 
done vos vues ^regeneratrices dans cette 
pa,rtie ; et je me ferai \m devoir de les 
rnediter. 

Louis, 
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LETTER XVI, 

(Tranflation.\ 

TO M, DE MALESHERBBS, 

Paris, O&ober 28, l7S6 f 

AUTHORITY, my dear Mal.efherbes, 
(lands always in need of being furrounded 
with refpeft; and the indifcreet zeal of 
fome njagiftrates, together with the viru* 
lent writings of fome men of letters re- 
fpe&ing lettres de cachet* is fcandalous. 
The parliaments, who duriiig the lafl 
thirty years have imagined that the royal 
authority flood in need of their fan&ioi} 
to inflid legal punifhment, have taken 
part in the quarrel, and rendered it more 
ferious. I do not think I ought to yield, 
although your wife counfels are prefent to 
my mind, and you have declared yourfelf 
againft lettres de cachet. I (hould never 
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have been the firft to make ufe of this 
invention of father Jofeph ; but I think, 
that, in the age in which we live, it 
would be wrong to . annihilate the only 
repreffive force at my difpofal, and for 
which I have neceffarily occafion in 
certain circumftances f Strange abufes, 
I know, exift in the manner of employ- 
ing lettres de cachet: but what is not . 
fubjedt to abufe ? The work of M. Mira- 
beau on ftate-prifons contains deep views; 
and I regret that the mis-coiidu6i of the 
author prevents me from placing con- 
fidence in his philanthropic principles. 
You muft neverthelefs, my dear Males- 
herbes, avail yourfelf of whatever you 
find ufeful in this performance, in order 
to afcertain the abufes, and apply a 
prompt remedy to the evil. Furniflfc me 
therefore with your regenerating ideas on 
the fubjedi, on which I fhall confider it as 
my duty to meditate, 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XVIth LETTER. 



IN the laft letter, we find the king 
warm in his inve&ives againft the phi- 
lofophers. That letter appears to have 
been the preliminary of the prefent, 
where he juftiiies his condu6t to M. de 
Maleflierbes in punifhing them. It has 
already been obferved, that, whenM.de 
Maleflierbes entered into adminiftration, 
pne of the conditions which he rigidly 
exacted was the abolition of Iettres de 
cachet. The impreflion made on the king's 
mind by the eloquent pi&ure which the 
minifter drew in his memorial on that 
fubjeft, and the (till more perfuafive argu- 
ments which he exhibited in the vidtim* 
of royal or minifterial vengeance, had 
been fomewhat effaced during the lapfe 
of ten or twelve years ; and, as philo- 
fophy had fince that period become louder 
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in its pretentions, the king prepares to 
put thofe inftruments of terror into ex- 
ecution, and warns *M. de Malefherbes of 
his intentions. 

But it was not a few infulated men 
of letters, with whom the king had now 
to contend. The do6trine, proclaimed by 
M. de Malefherbes refpe&ing lettres de 
cachet> had penetrated the courts of 
juftice; and the parliament was now in 
infurre<ftion againft this arbitrary mode 
of procedure. The king begins his letter 
by informing the ex-minifter, that au- 
thority has always need of being fur- 
rounded with refpeft. If, by " refped," 
the king means the fentiment which arifes 
from love and attachment, he was in the 
right ; but if, as the context too clearly 
evinces, refpe6l was unconditional fub- 
miflion, he could not have proffered a 
doctrine, at that period, more fubverfive 
of authority itfelf. s 

It is probable that this deteflable ufage 
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of defpotifm had been fuggefted to the 
king by fome around him; who fancied 
that the fureft principle of governing was 
that of > force. In the laft letter, we 
find clergy aftive in fetting before him 
, the example of his predecefTors in the 
moft terrible and impolitic exercife of 
their power. The contradidtions and in- ' 
confiftencies, into which the . king falls 
while he is writing this letter to M. de 
Makfherbes, prove that he was fpeaking 
againft his better feelings. He virtually 
acknowledges the illegality of the a&, in 
which he confeffes there were ftrange 
abufes. He admires the obfervations of 
Mirabeau againft lettres de cachet: they 
contain profound views, but he regrets 
the immoral condud of the ftatefman-^- 
as if there was any neceffary connexion 
between the writer, and the important 
fubjedt on which he treats. 

But, if the king was ibmetimes irrefo- 
lute in his perfeverance to do good, it ifi 
but juftice to admit that he always hefi- 
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tates when about to commit evil. He is 
ftruck with the enormity of the a£t which 
he thinks of perpetrating ? he feels the 
horror of depriving, men of their perfonal 
liberty without the formalities of juftice ; 
his mind recoils againft thofe deeds of de- 
fpotifm, which are familiar only to tyrants. 
He confults M. de M alefherbes as his ftate- 
confeflbr, and implores his regenerating 
views on this moft interefting of civil 
concerns, on which he promifes to medi- 
tate. Happy, in fome degree, the country, 
where men of independance and probity 
are permitted to ftep in between power 
and its viftim, and inftrufl: the former 
that the perfonal fafety of citizens is the 
jiioft ineftimable and ,moft facred of 
rights: but far. happier the ftate where 
the law is the equal prote&or of all, and 
where filch interference becomes <unne» 
ceflary, fince there no fuch power can 
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LKTTRE XVII. 
AM* BERfHISR, INTENDANT DE PARIS. 

Paris, 26 Oaobit, 1788. 

VQUS avez prefente a mon confeil 
d f etat i^n projet di&e par la plus pure 
philantropie. Jaime bcaucoup v«$ 
mojrens poyr extirper la mendicite de 
mes 4t*ts« Utilifer les pauvres* mai$ no 
point ajouter a leurs infortunes, elever 
des lieux de retraite ou 1'humaniU di&ck 
de$ loix, oft la i^geffc veille, o\i Fampur 
du travail fqjt recompenfl, ou la j?ut*efle 
adivq foit toujour occup^e, et la vieil* 
leff* fpqflTante foulagee— voil* le motifs 
le but, de votre projet. La corvee eft 
ab?Ue; mais les routes exigent uo ea- 
tretien continuel et diipendieux. Vo& 
hofpices de mendians valides ne pour- 
raient-ils pas fournir les ouvriers travail- 
1$urs <jui feraient charges d'entretenir les 
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routes, d'en conftryire dc nouvellcs ? Je 
vois, dans ces licux de retraite, des 
armecs de pionniers fe former j parcourir 
les campagnes : ftationnes fur les grandes 
routes, ils renfreditfront k Fintemperie des 
faifons^ aiix accidens, et entretiendront 
une libre circulation dans toute la France* 
II me parait cependant que vous vous 
6tes trap pen occupe des moyen* les 
mdine onereux pour le peuple* de fournitf 
a Fentretien de vos etabliflemens en faveu* 
de la mendieite; Le peuple n'eft d^ji 
que trop accable d'impdts : faut-il le ftff -* 
charger encore, et rendre ntil Id bieh* 
fait de Fabdlition de la cofvce ? Ch^chons 
le mode le moins difpendicux, le pins 
tfgr£abk au peuple, et qui puiffe r6tiip\i? 
Tobjet q^ie votrt vous propofei — &ulagtpif 
les contribuables, utilifer les pauvtes, et 
pourvoir fc Fentretien des routed. Vo< 
connaiflanccs, Monfieur, vous fourniront 
i«K* tfoute de nouveau* moyensj foye* 
perftadg que je ltftf appuyerai daiis* morx 
confoil. 

Lotntsv 

N2 
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LETTER XVII. 
(Tranflation.) 

TO M. BERTHIER, INTENDANTOF PARIS. 

Paris, Oaober 28, 1788. 

YOU have prefentcd to my council of 
ftate a plan di&ated by the pureft philan- 
thropy • and I approve highly the means 
youfuggeft of extirpating mendicity from 
my ftates. " To render the poor ufeful 
without itlcreafiftg their misfortunes, to 
eftablifli places of retreat with humane 
regulations, and under wife diredtion, 
where the love of labor (hall be en* 
couraged, where adive youth fhall be 
occupied, and infirm old age comforted, 
fych are the motives, and fiich the aim, 
of your project. The corvee is aboliflied. : 
but the high-ways require continual and : 
expenfive repairs: might not your hof-. 
pitals of mendicants furnifh workmen to, 
mend, and conftrud; roads? I fee whole 
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armies of pioneers formed in thpfe a(y~ 
lums, fcouring the country, and ftationed 
on the high-ways, where they will provide 
agninft accidents, and the ravages of the 
ieafons, and maintain a free circulation 
throughout all France. You feem to me, 
however, not to have paid fufficient at- 
tention to the means the lea-ft burdetv- 
fome to the people, of furnifhing what is 
neceffary for the fupport of your eftablifh- 
ments in favor of mendicity. The people 
are already too much opprefled by taxes : 
muft their burdens be fo increafed as to 
render unavailing the benefit of the aboli- 
tion of the corvee ? Let us make choice 
Of the mode the leaft expenfive, the moft 
agreeable to the people, and by which the 
ends you propofe pan be accomplished, of 
diiburdening thole who pay -taxes, render- 
ing the poor ufeful, . and keeping the 
roads in good repair. Your abilities* 
fir, will no doubt furnifh you with new 
means; and be affured I fhall fecond 
them in my council. 

Lewk. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE JCVIIth LETHER. 

WHILE the king applauds M, Ber- 
thier for his projcds of rooting out men- 
dicity from the flat?, he obferves to him' 
with gre^t juftice, that this benefit ought 
not te be conferred at the expenfe of the 
public. Under the old rjgimt, it was 
only f>y making beggars contribute to the 
common flock by their labors, (hat this 
fcourge could be removed from fbciety : 
but, whether the mode of making them 
work on the highroads was the beft 
mean of cffe6Hng this good intention, i$ 
very doubtful, Beggars are feldom in^ 
duftrious i and the earnings of their labor 
coujd fcarpely have rewarded the time of 
their overfeers. The revolution has pro-* 
vlded fn another mode for this once 
numerous portion of the people, the con** 
ditipi} of th? poorer claflcs being fo ame- 
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liorated as to render mendicity fcarceljr 
any longer the objeft of legiflative at- 
tention. This letter feryes, however; to 
prove how great an intereft the king felt 
in the fate of the loweft orders of his 
fubje&s, and that his mind was con- 
tinually occupied in purposes of doing 
good. 

M. Berjthier's philanthropy, though 
praifed by the king, was far differently 
underftpod by thofe who were the obje#s 
of his folicitude. He was one among the 
few perfong who were facrificed to the 
fury of the populace in the yery firft day? 
pf the revolution. The crime imputed to 
bim was that of monopoliflng corj> de- 
fined for the capital, which ad has 
fiever bee$ difproved : but his death was 
attended by circumftances of barbarity 
which would difgrace the le^ ft civjlife4 
Action, 
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LETTRE XVIII. . 
A M. DE LAVOISIER. 

15 Mars, ljrsg. 

VOTRE derni£re experience, Moiifieur, 
fixe encore toute mon admiration ; <:ette 
decouverte prouve que vous avez agrandi 
la fphere des connaifiances utiles. Vos 
experiences fur le gaz inflammable prou- 
vent combien vous vous occupez de cette 
fcience admirable, qui tous les jours fait de 
nouveaux progres. 

> 

La reine, et quelques perfbnnes que je 
defire f endfe temoins de votire decouverte, 
fe reunirotit dans mon cabinet demain, £ 
fept heures du fpir. Vous me ferez plaifif 
de m!apporter le traite des gaz inflam- 
mables. 

Vous connaiflez, Monfieur, toute mon 
cftime pour vous. 

Louis. 
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LETTER XVIII, 



(Tran/Iation.) 



TO M ? DE LAVOISIER. 

Marcfc 15, 1789- 

YOUR lafl; experiment, fir, ftill ex- 
cites my admiration; this difcovery proves 
that you have enlarged the fphere of 
human knowledge. Your experiments 
on inflammable gaz fliew how much 
you are occupied by that admirable 
icience, which every day makes new 
progrefs. 

The queen, and fome perfons to whom 
I wifli your experiment to be fhewn, will 
meet in my cabinet to-morrow at feven 
in the evening; and you will give mc 
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pleafure by bringing me the treatife on 
inflammable gaz. 

You Icnow, fir, how much you poflefs 
my efteem, 

Le^is. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XVIIIth LETT?!L 



THE experiments, which this cele- 
brated philofopher i6 here invited to 
repeat before the king and his family, 
form the bafis of the French fyftem of 
chemiftry* But, although they met with 
the royal approbatipn, and fince with the , 
adherence of almoft the whole of the 
chemical worlds this fyftem yet wants the 
iandion of that illuftrious experimentalift 
who firft laid the foundation on which 
this aerial fuperAru6tyre is reared. 

But, leaving the fate of thefe gazes to 
the impartial inveftigation of the fcien* 
tific world, who can help deploring that 
of M. Lavoifier, and heaving a groan of 
execration againft his hideous murderers ? 
He is invited in this letter by the king, to 
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repeat his experiments before the queen, 
and perfons of the court; four years after-* 
wards, he requefted from his executioners 
the refpite of a fortnight, to wait the 
refiilt of a feries of important experiments 
he had begun. But his aflaflins did not 
underftand his appeal : their only fcience 
of government was xonfifcation ; the^r 
only experiment, the fc^ffolcj. 
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LETTBE XIX. 



BILLET ADRESSE f AU C0MTE D*ARTOIS, 



13 Juillet, 1789, 
11 heures dti matin. 

J'AVAIS c6&6 9 mon cher fr&re, a vers* 
fbflicitations, aux feprefcntations de 
quelques fujcts fideles. Mais j'ai fait, 
d'u tiles reflexions. Refifter ence moment, 
ce ferait s'expofer a perdre la monarchie : 
c'eft nous pertde tdus- . J'ai retrace, les 
ordres que j'avais donnes ; mes' troupes, 
quitteront Paris: j'employcrai des moyens 
plus doux. Ne me parlez plus d'un coup, 
d'autorite, d'un grand a&e de pouvoir f je- 
crois plus prudent, de temporifer, de ceder 
a 1'orage, et detout attendre.du terns, du 
r^veil des gens de bien, et de Tamour des 
Eran9ais pour leur roi. . 

Louis. 
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letter; xix. 



(TrmnJUtim.) 



NOTE ADDRESSED TO THE COUNT ©'aRTOIS. 



Jtfy ift ling. 

decern in t&e morning', 

I HAD yielded, my dear bratfter, ta 
your felicitations, and the repreferotatkm* 
of a few faithful fubjefts : but I have fmcfc 
made iome prudent reflexions. Tb refift. 
at prefer* t would be to rifle the lofs of the* 
monarchy, and the ruiu of us all. I have 
therefore countermanded the orders I had 
given : my troops will retreat from Paris ^ 
and I (hall employ milder me&fhres* 
Talk to me no more- of an a£bof authority* 
of a great ftroke of power : I believe it is 
moil prudent to temporife, to yield to 
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the Dorm, and expert every thing from 
time, from the awakened courage of the 
good, and the love of Frenchmen for their 
king. - 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XlXth LETTER. 



THE revolution, which had been fb 
long in preparation, was now about to 
take place. This letter to the count 
D'Artois was written on the eve of that 
great day which forms a moft important 
epocha in modern hiftory. For the better 
underftanding of this letter, it may be 
neceflary to take a very flight retrofpedt 
of the part which the king's brother, had 
adted in the momentous events which 
had occurred during the two preceding 
months* 

When it was difcovered that the nota- 
bles, who had been convoked by M. de 
Calonne, were unwilling or inefficient to 
remedy the diforders of the ftate, M. 
Neckcr was recalled to the miniftry ; and 
the convocation of the ftates-gencral was 
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prdered. The aflerxlbly of the repre- 
sentatives of the people excited, as w^s 
reafbnable, great alarm among the pri- 
vileged orders : but, as this convocation 
was indilpenfable, prqje&s were formed 
by the parliaments, the nobility, arid the 
clergy, to render their interference of 
9s little weight as poffible. The mode 
luggefted was that of following the re* 
gulatiQiv of the laft convocation of the 
ftates in 1614, when the deputies of the 
tiers itat were equal or little fup?rior id 
number to each of the other two orders. 
The notables were ajfo of this opinion, 
except that divifion of which the duke q£ 
Jlochefoucault w^s member, and of which 
the king's eldeft brother was prefident, 
who appears to have entertained, in this 
inftance, a due regard for tl}e rights of the 
people. The hoftile projedls of the count 
D' Artors were not diffembled at that 
period ; but the will of the minifter, and 
the orders of the king, bore down all op? 
pofition ; and it was determined that thp 
pumber of th? deputies of the peo 
vol. 1. , 9 
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fhould equal th&t of the two other orders* 
The more important queftion of the 
mode of voting, whether by orders or by 
individuals* remained yet undecided. 

The reception which the deputies of 

the tiers it at, on the opening of the dates- 

general* met with from the nobles, the 

clergy, and the court, prefented no very 

flattering hopes of good to be effe&ed by 

this reunion. The inftrudtions, given to 

the deputies of the people by their con* 

ftituehts,' were filled with reclamations 

which excited the alternate ragfc and 

conterftpt of the two other orders. Their 

e*pulfion was already mentioned as an 

•affair determined ; but, to givfr this a<5l 

: more folemnity, the count D'Artois, at 

-the head of the princes, (among whom, 

however, muft be excepted his brother, 

and the dukes of Penthievre and Or- 

leansi) prefented to the king a manifefto 

•levelled againft the popular deputation. 

•A fecond manifefto followed rapidly the 

-former, threatening a general infurrecHon 



of the nobility, the chief of which 
threatened infurfe&ioii it was not difficult 
to guefs ; nor was it more difficult to 
conjecture that the firfl: occafion wqu14 
t>e eagerly feifed to ere& their memo* 
rials into banner^ of revolt, as foon as a 
fufficient number of champions had rait 
lied around them. 

The noble? and qlergy perfevered in 
their refufal to join the tiers itat ; each 
order verified its powers in feparate ch»np^ 
bers ; nor was any reipe& paid to th* 
frequent invitations given by the deputa- 
tion of the people to thofe of the clergy 
and nobles. Wearied with the conftancy ' 
pf thofe refufals, the members of the tter$ 
etat eonftituted themfelves the aJflTembly 
of the commons, declaring themfelves th* 
reprefentativep of the nation, having tb$ 
right of deliberating alone, and of accQm* 
pliihing (if the other orders pprfifted in 
their refufel) the regeneration pf France. 
This aflt of vigor encouraged the minority 
gjf the twp other prdej?, who w«r$ anxiouis 

2 
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for the reunion, to declare themfelves ; a 
meafure which the majority undertook 
to prevent, by foUciting the king to hold 
a royal fittifrg, in which he fhould didate 
his - fupreme will ; which fitting was 
deftined, by the party who provoked 4 it, 
to be the prelude of the fpeedy diflblution 
of the ftates. 

The deputies, who were enjoined to 
fufpend their meetings on the pretence of 
preparing their hall for the ceremony, 
affembled in the Tennis-court at Ver- 
sailles, where patted that memorable oath, 
pronounced firft by Bailly, of never fe- 
p9rating themfelves till they had efFe&ed 
the reform. The inconvenience of the 
building leading them to repair to the 
church of St. Lewis at Verfailles, they 
were there joined by the minority of the 
two other orders; on which event, the 
aflembly of the commons took the name 
of the national aflembly. The 23d of 
June, the day of the royal fitting, at 
length arrived ; and the reception which 
the deputation of the people met with, 
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indicated every hoftile intention agaiaft 
'them. The king informed them, in a 
tone of nd great perfuafion, that he could 
effe&, without their aid, what remained 
to be cffe&ed ; and the reft of the cere- 
monial difcovered that the popular repre- 
sentation had N nothing to rely on, but the 
greatnefs of their objed:, and the juftice 
. of their caufe. 

The deputies remaining affembled aftei 
the royal fitting had broken up, the 
mafter of ceremonies of the court ordered , 
them, in the name of the king* to with- 
draw from the chamber. " The nation 
* affembled" replied Bailly, " has no order 
to receive" A new injyndion to feparate 
fbon followed the former ; and an anfwer 
more perfonally indignant^ on the part of 
Mirabeau, Confirmed the refufal of Bailly. 

A tumult of the people took place at 
Verfailles -on the report of thefe tranf- 
adfcions ; which tumult was appeafed by 
M: Necker. The national aflembly was 
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Hbr fitted etfery day by frefh fbrtfefc frfeta 
fchfe other tordcts : but the court was not 
fcife occupied than thfe people. Thfc in- 
habitants of Paris and Verfailies fatr 
troops collecting in their neighbourhood* 
lurroundin'g them on evfery fide : and, & 
foon aS the forfcfe^ wtere completed for 
the part they had to perform, the cotint 
D'Artois, by infulting M. Necker, whom 
he influenced the kihg to order once 
tnore into exile, began the hoftilities he 
lhad been fo eagfer to provoke;. 

The Pariliaris, menaced by thefe war- 
like preparations, arid Feeing every quarter 
of the capital filling with foreign troops 
ready to execute the orders -they had 
received, flew to arms. It was at this 
critical moment that the king, affrighted 
, by the idea of the inftant ruih he was 
. bringing on his country, ordered the re- 
treat of the troops from Paris. This 
letter to the cotint D'Artois inftrufts us 
who were the principal aiftors in this 
perilous enterprife ; and the expreffion 



ufcd by the king leads us to fufpeft that 
he was perfe6Hy aware of the danger, 
fince it was no lefs the attack on which 
he now meditated, than the evil arifing 
from refiftance. The people indeed had 
no warlike band? to • aid then* : but he 
felt that they had what outweighed all 
the proyd combinations of military force. 
Againft a nation armed with er>thufiafm, 
with indignation, with hdpd, what could 
avail the ftroke of authority, Or the tre- 
mendous aft of power which the c&uat 
D'Artois was fo ftreaupus to recommend } 
The king had reafpned wifely, and' 
tiounted the coft. Once, therefore, amidflt 
all his alls of inconftancy and irrcfo-" 
lution, he had ftymble4 happily upon 
perfeveranqe ; and if he forbore to at- • 
tempt the exercife of power berayife 
attack or refiftance would have loik him- 
felf and the monarchy, fome credit is due 
to his courage in having refifted the feli- 
citation and impetuofity of thofe, who, by 
a ftroke of defpotic authority, would have 
involved both in remedilefs deftru&ion. 
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LETTREXX. 

A li. L'ARCHEVisqruE D'ARLES. 

Ce 26 Aofit, iftg. 
jE fuis content dc la demarche noble* 
grande, et g&i<frcufe des deux premiers 
ordreS de 1'etat. lis ont fait de grands 
Sacrifices pour la reconciliation generale* 
pour leur patrie, pour leur roi. Je porte 
dans mon coeur tout ce qui a ete fait dans 
cette fiance oil tbus Its privileges ont ete 
facrifies. Le Sacrifice eft beau } mais je 
ne puis que Tadmirer : je ae crmfentirai 
jamais a depouilkr mon clerge, ma no- 
bleffe — a priver Tun des droits acquis a 
Feglife XJallicane jpar une antique pof- 
feffion, par le voeu des fideles, par les 
dons des rois mes ayeux : a fouffrir que 
Tautre foit depouille. de tout ce quj faifait 
fa gloire, du prix de fes fervices, de 
fes titres, de ces r&ompenfes dues aux 
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Vertus civiques et guerrieres de la nobleffe 
Fraofaife.' De belles a£tions leur avaient 
merite des privileges ; le roi de France 
doit les leur conferver. Je ne donnerai 
point ma fan<5iion a des decrets qui les 
depouilleraient. C'eft alors que le peuple 
Franfiis pourrait un jour m'accufer 
d'injuftice ou de faibleffe. M. l'arche- 
veque, vous vous foumettez aux decrets 
de la Providence ; je crois m'y foumettre 

, en ne me livrant point a cet enthoufiafme 
qui s'eft empare de tous les ordres, mais 
qui ne fait que gliffer fur mon ame. Je 
ferai tout ce qui dependra de moi, pour 
conferver mon derge, ma nobleffe. Si la 
volont^ du peuple fe pronon9ait, j'aurais 

% fait mon devoir. Si la force m'obligeait 
de fan&ionner, alors je cederais; mais 
alors il n'y aurait plus en France ni 
monarchic ni monarque ; et ces deux 
chofes ne peuvent fubiifter qu'aux lieuX 
ou le clerge forme un ordre augufte ct 
refpedte ; ou la noblefle jouit de quelle 
confideration, et peut fe placer entre le 
peuple et le roi. Les momens font dif* 
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ficilcs, jc le fais M« Tarchcv^quc ; ct c'efi 
ici que nous avons befoui des lumicrcS du 
del. Daignez les follicitcr ; nous ferons 
sxauces* 

Louis,, 
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LETTER XX. 

3 

(Trati/Iathn.) 
TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF ARLES. 



Auguft 30, ,17*9- 

I AM fatisfied with the great, noble, 
and generous proceeding of the two firft 
orders of the ftate; they have made an 
immenfe facrifice towards a general «- 
-conciliation, and for their country, an4 
their king. I feel engraven on my 
heart the tranfadiions of that fitting in 
which all privileges were renounced. 
But this facrifice, however fplendid, I 
can only admire ; for I never will 9pa* 
fent to defpoil my clergy ?nd nobility. 
I will not deprive the former of the 
rights which the Gallican church has 
acquired by antient pofieffion, by the 
voice of the faithful, and by the mu* 
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nificcnce of my royal ahceftors ;.nor will 
1 fuffer the latter to be ftripped of all that 
conftituted their glory* of the rewards of 
their ferviccs, of thofe titles, \hofe re- 
compcnfes, due to the civil and military 
virtues of the French nobility. They 
have merited by great a&ions thofe pri- 
vileges, which it is the duty of the king 
of France to defend ; and I will never 
give 'my fan<ftion to decrees which tend 
to their annihilation ; fince, were I capa- 
ble of doing fo, the French nation might 
well accufe me* one* day, of injuftice or 
weaknefs. You, my lord afchbifhop, 
fobmit yourfelf to the decrees of Prove- 
nience, while I believe that I manifeft alfo 
my fubmiffion, by not abandoning myfelf 
to the torrent of enthufiafm which hurries 
~o» all the different orders of the {late, but 
-which only glides lightly over the furface 
of my foul. I will do all in. my power 
-to preferve my clergy and my nobility; 
and, fhould the will of the people decide 
againft it, I fhall have fulfilled my duty. 
If fuperior force obliges me to grant my 
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fan&ion, I muft yield ; but there will 
then remain in France neither monarchy 
nor monarch, things which can only 
exift where the clergy form a venerable 
and auguft order, and where the nobility 
enjoy a certain preponderance, and can 
place themfelves between the king and 
the people. I know, my' lord, that the 
moment is critical : we ftand in need of 
the illumination of heaven ; deign to 
invoke that illumination ; and we (hall be 
heard frojn above. , 

Lkwis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXtb LETTER. 



THE events of the fourteenth of July, 
and the following days, had filled the 
court with confirmation, and precipitated 
the flight of fuch of the princes and chiefs, 
as had been moil zealous for the exer«- 
cife of what th? king, in the laft letter, 
calls u ftrokes of authority," and " great 
adts of power." But, although M. Necker 
had been called from exile, and a general 
armament throughout the kingdom had 
• followed the firft infurre&ional movement* 
no fecurity was felt that the revolution 
which had begun would be carried into 
effect. The expreflions, law and liberty % 
were on every lip: but the government 
had yielded none of its prerogatives ; and 
thofe of the privileged orders yet remained 
untouched. Apprehenfions were ever} 
entertained that the enthufiafm which had 
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been #xcited might wear away> and that 
thofe who were interefted in the con* 
tinuance of abufes, might join with the 
court, now recovering from its aftontfh* 
nient, to confirm them. 

Thefe' apprehenfions, fb fat as tlrey 
refpedted the court, were well founded* 
Unaccuftomed to look beyond the limits 
of its own narrow circle, how could it 
form any idea of what was meant by 
liberty, or the will of the people? or 
conjecture that thofe terms had any other 
meaning than fuch as was fynonymous 
with revolt, or rebellion ? A considerable 
part of the nobility and clergy appear, 
however, to have had larger acquaintance 
with mankind. They felt that the period 
of momentous changes was now arrived $ 
and perhaps we may be allowed to fuggeft 
that fome perfobal motives might alio 
operate on their minds, fince they knew* 
that, if the government fliould refume its 
wonted authority, they would themfelve* 
be the firft victims of its wrath. But k 
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would be derogating from the honoc of a 
confiderable number of individuals in 
thofe two orders, not to admit that they 
were led {q this furrende* of their privi- 
leges by fentiments of patriot ifm and 
juftice. On the fourth of Auguft, three 
weeks after the day from which dates the 
epocha of the revolution, the great facri- 
fice was confummated, by an unanimous 
vote for the fuppreffion of ^11 feudal 
rights. At this memorable fitting, the 
clergy and nobility acquiefced in the pay- 
ment of all taxes whatever : the ieignorial 
courts were abolifhed, and gratuitous 
juftice enjoined to be diftributed through- 
out the whole kingdom ; and a general 
renunciation and fuppreflion of the game- 
laws was decreed. Amongft other rer 
jiunciations, abolitions, and furrenders, 
were thofe offrancs-rfefs, main morte, cens, 
feudal revenues of every kind,, fuch as 
warrens, pigeon-houfes, the droit d'an-r 
pates (firft. fruits) to the court of Rome, 
firft fruits from vicars to bifhops, . vicars' 
4ues, privileges of trades called jurnnde^ 
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and mdtrlfc, and the feles of places. No 
ecclefiaftic was to enjoy more than one 
benefice; Citizens of every clafs were 
eligible to all places civil and military j 
and the nobility offered an homage to the 
nation of their titles of firft barons, and 
likewife of a part of their penfions. The ' 
laft of thofe refolutions was that of be- 
ftowing on the king the title of Reftorer 
of French Liberty, and the ordering 7V 
Deum to be fung in the prefence of the 
court. 

One abolition yet remained to be made, 
and which did not pais with the fame 
unanimity as the former. This was the 
abolition of tithes. Againft this fup- 
preflion, which was deemed by fome 
, facrilegious, the clergy made confiderable 
oppofition. The votes of the aflembly 
were at firft fo divided on this important 
topic, that no abfolute decifion could be 
pronounced ; but, as the example of re- 
nunciations and fuppreffions had been (b 
fplendid on the part of the nobility, the 
VOLt I. p 
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patriotifm of the clergy gained the afcen- 
dcncy over their private intcreft ; and this 
tax on national induftry fhared the fate 
of other abufcs. The archbifliops of Paris 
and Rouen did the honors of the firft 
furrender; 

It was after finging Te Deum at the 
chapel of Verfailles, and after expreflions 
of joy and fati?fa6fcion in an anfwer to the 
addrefs of the prefidcnt of the national 
affembly, that the king writes this ietter 
to the archbifhop of Aries. In this letter, 
as in his fpeech, the king is fatisfied with 
the noble, generous, and fublime proceed- 
ings of the two firft orders of the ftate, 
whom he reprelents as having made great 
facrifices towards a general reconciliation, 
and to their country, and their king. 
Thefe facrifices for obje&s fo important, 
and which he wears in his heart, meet 
however only with his admiration. The 
nobles may furrender their cens, their 
capitaneries, their francs jiefs, main-morte; 
gnd other feudal appendages : the clergy 
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their dues, their firjt fruits, their fimoniacal 
benefices, and their tithes : the king is too 
much penetrated with tbofe ads of gene* 
rofity and felf-denial, to permit fuch ab- 
dications of honor, profit, and power, to 
take place : he refolves to fupport the 
clergy in the antient pofleflion of their 
rights, acquired by the vows of the faith- 
ful, and the gifts of his forefathers ; nor 
can he fufFej- the latter to be plundered of 
every thing which conftituted its glory, 
and which are the rewards due to the 
civic and warlike virtues of the French 
nobility. 

* I will never/* fays the king, €C give 
my fan&ion to decrees by whi^h they will 
be plundered. It is then that the Frenfctf 
people may tax me with injuftice : or 
weaknefs. You, my lord archbifliop, fub- 
mit yourfelf to the decrees of Providence : 
I think I do the fame by not yielding 
to that enthufiafm which has feifed the 
different orders, but which glides only 
acroft my mind. I will do every thing 

P2 
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that depends on me to prefer ve my clergy 
and nobility." There is an appearance 
of magnanimity and firmnefs in this de- 
claration of the king, which ill accords 
with his general chara£ter of inconftancy 
and indecifion. He had indeed already 
virtually fan&ioned thefe decrees of the 
gfiembly in his anfwer to the prefident ; he 
bad accepted the title of Rcftorer of French 
liberty, and joined in devout thankfgiving 
to heaven, with his nobility and clergy, 
to implore the divine bleffing on thefe 
fplendid a&s of generofity and patriotifm* 
In this letter to the archbiihop of Arks, 
written but a few days after, he takes a 
tone hoftile to every fentiment which he 
had led the aflerably to believe be had 
entertained. He fmiles at the enthufiafiu 
of the orders, againft which he had had 
the firmnefs to fteel his mind, and re* 
fojves to take a tenderer concern in their 
particular interefts than they knew bow 
to take tfeemfelvest 

The motives which he alleges for this 
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cotidud, find which, tinder any cither eir~ 
Cumftances, would be highly patriotic an* 
laudable, wear here a whitbfical appear- 
ance. Why does the king refolve, con- 
trary to the decrees of the affembly, con* 
trary to the will of the privileged orders, 
to withhold his fan&ion to the decree, and 
to uphold thofe orders in their privileges 
which they had abandoned ? Becaufe, he 
fays* the French people might, by his 
acquiefceoce, aceufe him of weakuefs or 
injuftice. They rtiuft have been a very 
lingular people indeed, who, after having 
groaned fof ages under the oppreffion and 
e&a&ions of the privileged orders, on find- 
ing themfelves releafed,^ fbould become 
at once fo enamoured of their chains, as 
to tax their deliverer with injuftice ! .We 
might readily conceivef, that, hid the 
people rifen in infurre&ion again£ their 
OpprelTors, and broken their fetters, the 
privileged orders might tax the king witifr 
injuftice, if he had joined with the Jerfs, 
and proteded them in this aft of rebellion. 
We might even admit this accufation to 
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be juft on the part of the nobles, had the 
bare majority of the afiemly, the tiers itat 
for inftance, in dire& oppofition to the 
two other orders, paffed this decree, and 
had the king affented. But, when the 
vote of furrender was unanimous, when 
acclamations of joy and gratitude refound- 
ed from every corner of France, that 
the king (hould (land untouched amidft 
the general enthufiafm, that he (hould be 
the (ingle defender of feudal privileges 
and ccclefiaftical rights, abandoned by 
thofe moil interefted in their prcferva-i 
tion ; and that he (hould plead the will of 
the people for the perpetuity of thofe 
diftin<5Hons which the people were moil 
interefted in aboli(hing, appears to be a 
motive of a6Hon fo extraordinary, that, 
had not the true reafon been announced 
in the clofe of the letter, we muft have 
been utterly at a lois to account for his 
cendulh 

" If fuperior farce obliges pie to grant 
my fan&ion," adds the king, " I nnift 
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yield : but there will then remain in 
France neither monarchy nor monarch, 
things which can only exift where the 
clergy form a venerable and aiiguft order, 
and where the nobility enjoy a certain 
confideration, and can place themfelves 
between the king and the people." If, by 
the terms monarchy and monarch, the king 
undefftood (what the words import) the 
will of one individual in the ftate, to 
the exclufion of the reft — or if he meant 
the continuation of thofe abufes which 
fortified every privileged order againft the 
rights and liberties of the nation in gene- 
ral — he was in the right. After the ex- 
plofion which had taken place in July,* 
and the furrender made of thofe abufes 
and privileges by the nobility and clergy, 
it was impoffible that fuch a monarchy or 
monarch fhould exjft. This then was the 
fatal error into which the king had fallen. 
He had been taught, by thofe that fur- 
rounded him, that the revolution which 
had taken place was only a tranfient 
effervefcence ; that, clothed with fupreme 
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power as he had always been, and habi- 
tuated to obey as were the people, he had 
only to refift the (hock by temporifing, 
and every thing would return to ita ac- 
cuftomed order. If he could not have 
prevailed with himfelf to bend or rather 
elevate his mind to the rank in which the 
French nation had placed him, that of 
being the reftorer of French liberty, and 
firft magiftrate of a free people, it would 
have been much more ingenuous and 
noble to have avowed his fentiments with 
franknefs, and have terminated his career 
with the dignity becoming his chara&er. 
On the contrary, we behold him making 
the faireft profeffion of attachment to the 
new order of things, whilft he was fe- 
cretly refblved to overthrow it as foon as 
' the occafion fhould offer $ weak in every 
purpofe where he fhould have confidence, 
and ftrong and perfevering in every de- 
termination which could not fail to bring 
ruin on himfelf, and perpetuate the dtf* 
orders and calamities of his country* 
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LETTftE XXL 

At; COMTE D'ARTOIS. 

7 Septate***, 1780. 
MON FKEKK, , 

VOUS vous plaignez ; et votrc lettre, 
ou le refped et Tarnour fraterxlel guidfent 
votre plume, contient des reprochcs que 
vous croyez fondes, Vous. . parley dc 
courage, de iififtance aux projets des 

fk&ieux, de Volont^ Mon frere, vous 

n'dtes pis toil Le ciel, en me pla9ant fur 
le tronc, m'a donne un cceur fenfible, les 
fentimens d'un boa pcre* Tous les 
Frah^ais font mes enfans ; je fuis le pfcre 
comrnun de la grande famille confiee & 
jned ftiris. L'ingratitude, la hainc, arment 
centre moi ; *nais ks yeux font obfeurcis ; 
ksefpfite font egar&; la tourinente revo*- 
ktidtinaif* & trouble touws ks tetes. Le 
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peuple croit.s'int&efler b fa proprc caufe ; 
ct c'eft moi fcul quei j'aurais pu defendre. 
Je pourrais donncr le fignal du combat : 
mais quel combat horrible ! et quelle 
vi&oire plus horrible encore ! Pouvez- 
vous croirc que j'eufle triomphe, au mo- 
mentou tous les ordres de Petat fe reunif- 
faient* ou tout ce peuple s'armait contrc 
moi, ou toute Tarmee oubliait fes (ermens, 
I'honneur, ct fon roi ? J'aurais dbnne, il 
eft vtai, le lignal du carnage ; et de» 
milliers de Fran^ais auraient ete im- 

moles Mais vous direz peut-etre, le 

peuple a triomph^ ; il vous a prouve par fe* 
exces que fes feotimens n'etaient pas fi 
genereux, qu'il ofait abufer de la vi&oire, 
ct poignarder fon ennemi vaincu. — Ah ! 
ne cpmptez-vous pour rien le calme 
d'une bonne confeience ? J'ai fait mon 
devoir j et> tandis qucTaflaffin eft dechire 
par les remords, je puis dire hautement, 
je ne fuis pas refponfable du fang yerfe ; 
je n'ai point ordonne le meurtre; j'ai 
iauve des Frangaisj j'ai fauve ma famille, 



• LEWIS XVL * - - 2id 

mis amis, tout mon peuple ; j'ai la con- 
fcience intime 1 d'avoir fait le bien : mes 
qnnemis ont eii recours aux forfaits. Quel 
eft celui d'entre nous dpnt le fort eft le 
plus digne d'envie ? . Ceflez, mon frere, 
ceflez de m'accufer : le terns, les circon- 
ftances, et mille caufes qu'il ferait trop, 
long de detailler, ont fait les malheurs de 
la France. II eft trop cruel de me les 
reprocher. C'eft fe joindre »alors a mes 
ennemis, et dcchirer ce coeur paterneL 
Mon frere, je me fuis facrifie pour mon 

* peuple : foyez perfuade que, ce premier 
devoir rempli, je faurai me facrifier pour 
vous et pour les Frat^ais qui vous ont 

% fuivi. D^ja votre eloignement excite des 
murmures ; deja les fa&ieux fe promettent 
bien de nous accufer, et de tirer parti de 
cette demarche, qu'ils appellent en ce 
moment une fuite, une confpiration, un 
attentat. Ces idees fe propagent ; elles 
produiront de funeftes refultats, fi la tran- 
quillite n'eft point r&ablie $ fi votre rap- 
pel devient impoffible ; fi je neglige J'oc- 
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cafion favorable de rappeler ea Franee Its 
Fran^ais exiles volontairement, et qui 
doivent s'cmprefler d'obeir au vocu que jc 
me ferai alors un devoir de manifefter. 
Adieu, mon fr&re ! n'oubliez pas que je 
vous aim?, et que je m'occupe de voq$* 

Lotnl. 



tEWIS XVL ftt 



XBTTEfi XXI, 

{JranJUti9%.) 

TO THE COITNT H'aRTOM. 

September 7, lyfljl. 

My Brother, 
YOU complain $ and your letter, in 
which refpeSt and fraternal afFe&ion 
appear to guide the pen, contains re- 
proaches which you think well-founded. 
You talk of courage, of refiftance to the 
projects of fa&ious men, of fbvereign 

will My brother, you are not a 

king 1-— Heaven, in placing me on the 
throne, gave me a feeling heart, an4 the 
fentiments of a good father. All French- 
men are my children ; and I am the com- 
mon father of the great family confided 
to my care. Hatred and ingratitude are 
iarmed againft me: but their eyes are 
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dimmed; their judgement is bewildered; 
the revolutionary torrent has dizzied 
every brain ! The people believe they 
maintain the interefts of their own caufe ; 
and I fhould be reduced to the neceffity 
of defending myfelf alone. I might in- 
deed give the fignal of combat : but how 
horrible a combat ! and how more horri- 
ble a vi&ory ! And can you believe I 
fhould have triumphed at the moment 
Vhen all the orders of the ftatc were 
united together, when all the people were 
armed againft me, and when all the army 
forgot its oaths, its honor, and its king ? 
I might, no doubt, have given the fignal 
of carnage ; and thoufands of Frendhmen 

would have been immolated ! You 

will tell me perhaps, that the people have 
triumphed, and have proved, by their 
dxceffes, that their fentiments were not fo 
generous ; that they have dared to abufc 
their vi&ory, and ftab their vanquifhed 
foe. — Alas ! do you then appreciate as 
nothing the calm of a good confcience ? I 
have done my duty; and, while the 



I 



LEWIS XVI. 32» 

aflaffih is the prey of remorfei I can de- 
clare loudly, that I am not rcfpOnfible fof 
the blood that is flied. I have, not com-; 
manded murder: Ihave faved the live&of 
Frenchmen ; I have faved my family, my 
friends, my whole people : I have an in-^ 
Cernal convi&ion of having adted well, 
, while my enemies have had recourfe to 
crimes. Which of us is in a fituation the 
moft to be envied? Ceafe then, my 
brother, ceafe to accqfe me : time, cir- 
cumftances, and a thoufand caufes too 
long for detail, have produced the mis- 
fortunes of France, it is too cruel to 
reproach me with thofe things : this were 
to join with my enemies, arid break my 
paternal heart* I have facrifieed myfel£ 
brother, for my people ; and, this firft duty 
being fulfilled, be perfuaded that' I (hali 
know how to faci;ifice myfelf for you, and 
the French who have followed you. Your 
abfence already excites murmurs ; already 
the fa&ious form the purpofe of accufing 
us, and of taking advantage of this mea- 
sure, which they call a flight, a con- 
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piracy, a crime. Thefc ideas are pro- 
pagated, and will produce fetal cffeds, if 
tranquillity be not re-eftabliihed ; if your 
return (hould become impoflible, and if I 
(hould negleft the favorable opportunity 
of recalling the French who are voluntary 
exiles, and who ought to obey with 
alacrity this defire, which I (hall then 
feel it a duty to manifeft. Adieu, my 
brother! do not forget that I love you, 
and am occupied by your concerns. 

Lewis* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXIft LETTER. 



IF any circuraftances may \& alleged 
in extenuation of the error into which 
th* king was led at this period, they are 
to be found in the paffions and prejudices 
of thofe who were continually goading 
him on to a£fc§ Of hoftility againft the 
revolution. Amongft hjs greateft enemies, 
were thofe of his own houfehold. . No 
one £an read this letter without mingled 
ientiments of pity and indignation ; pity 
for {he unfortunate prince who had not 
courage to ftetn this torrerit of perver&y, 
and indignation againft thofe, who pre- 
cipitated him, by jtheir pounfels or their 
^reproaches, fjrom one fault to another, till 
they had completed his ruin. 

Apaongft the perfons who were the 
jf&oft ftrejiuous for violent meafpres, the- 
Vol. i. cC 
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comtc D'Artois has been always fignalifed 
as the chief. A fugitive from France after 
the taking of the Baftille, and the retreat 
of the army which had been collected for 
the difperfion of the national affembly, he 
talks proudly to his brother, of courage 
and refiftance, mingling reproaches with 
his complaipts. The anfwer of the king 
to thofe reproaches is dignified ; and we 
may judge, from the reply, of the nature 
of the acculation. " I might have given," 
fays the king, ♦' the fignal of carnage ; 
and thoufands of Frenchmen would have 
been facrificed." The count, in fafety on 
the other fide of the Rhine, was allured 
of vidtory, had the combat taken place ; 
but the king, who had calculated the 
chances more calmly, pafles in review the 
energies that were to be fubdued. The 
enumeration was not defpicable ; it con- 
lifted of all the orders of the ftate, the 
whole of the people armed, the whole of 
the army, forgetful of its oaths, and with- 
drawn from its allegiance : no allies re- 
mained to the court but the courtiers and 



LEWIS XVI. ";, 221 

*qunfcllors who fwrounded it; and, of 
4hefe, the chiefs, on the firft explofion, 
had fought their fafety in flight. 

Our intereft for this unfortunate prince 
is ftiU further excited, when we fee with 
what a glow of felf-complacency he looks 
.back On his refufalto give, the fignalfox the 
tiarpmiffion.of thcfe horrors, which his bro- 
ther had the project of feeing executed. The 
king replies to the reproaches for thefe fenti- 
ments of humanity, with meeknefs: " for- 
bear, my brother, forbear your actua- 
tions ; the times, circumstances, and a 
thoufand other califes too long to de- 
tail, hav*e oceafioned the misfortunes of 
France; it is too cruel to reproach me 
with them/' Had the king poffefled a 
lefs forbearing or benevolent heart, he 
might have anfwered the accufetions 
brought againft him by detailing a.few of 
thofe thoufand caufes which had produced 
this fancied defolation. Free, here at 
leaft, from r.eproach himfelf, he might 
^avp talked of the prodigality, the invr 
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rftoralities, and the extravagancies of thofe' 
c\vho had furrounded him, and might have 
fketGhed fuch portraits a* would have 
made the writer of the letter he was 
anfwering, fhrink back from the refeow 
blance. On the contrary, he remonftrates 
with his brother on his.abfence,,and in* 
vites him to return ; an invitation which, 
happily for his country, and* probably, for 
bimfelf, was patted by unregarded, 

9 

The indifpofition of the kingagainft 
the changes which had taken place, con* 
tinues unabated. v He talks of being pur- 
fucd by ingratitude and hatred y he repre- 
fents the whole of France as blinded, led 
aftray, and tofled about by the revolutio- 
nary teropeit, and affures his brother that 
he has facrificed himfelf for his people. 
Of thefe facrifipes for the peopl? it is 
difficult to difcover the amount : if the 
Jting's own ktters furnifh any proof, w$ . 
ihould be led to think {he contrary. The 
king at this period was in the habit of 
being fj^ceived, and of deceiving hirnfelf j 
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but there is one facrifice which ought not 
to be forgotten, that of the vile and vin- 
didHve paffions of thofe abound him, who 
Were eager to kindle the conflagration of 
civil war throughout the kipgdom, which, 
though it would neceffarily have ended in 
their own deftrU&ion, would, at the fame 
time* have overwhelmed the country with 
general defolatioa. 
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LETTRE XXII. 
A M. LE COMTE d'eSTAINO* 

Verfailles, 5 Oaobre, 1789 ? 
■7 bcuies ch* loir*. 

VOUS voulez, mon coufin, que je mc 
prononce dans lcs circonftances critiques 
ou je me trouve, et que je premie un 
parti violent, que j'emploie une legir 
time defence, ou que je m'eloigne de 
Verfailles. Quelle que (bit Vaudace dc 
mes ennemis, ils ne reuffiront pas : le 
Francais eft incapable d'un regicide^ CVft 
en vain qu'on verfe For a pleines mains, 
que le crime et l'artbition fr'agitent : 
j'ofe croire que le. danger n'eft pas auffi 
preffant que mes amis fe le perfuadent. 
La fuite me perdrait totalement ; et la 
guerre, civile en ferait le funefte refultat. 
Me defendre — fl faudrait verfer le fang 
des Fran9 lis : mon coeur ne peut fe fa- 
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miliarifer avec ccttc affreufe idee. Agiflbns 
ivec prudence : fi jc fuccombe, du moins 
je n'aurai nul reproche a me faire. Je 
viens de voir quelqiies membres de 
raffembl^e : je fuis fatisfait : j'bfe attendre 
qu'il s'operera une heureufe revolution 
dans les efprits. Dieu veuille, mon coufin, 
que la tranquillite publique foit nkablie ! 
Mais point d'agreflion, point de mouver 
ment qui puifle laiffer croire que je fonge 
a me vengcr, meme a me defendre. 

Louis. 



, \ 
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jjsrtsA xxn. 

V 

* (Tr**/tathH.) 

TO +BE COUNT D*£STAING, 

Verfailfa, Oftobcr 5, 17«& 
feven in the evening. 

YOIT wifh, my coufin y that I fliould' 
declare myfelf* in the prefent critical cir- 
cumftances, and have recourfe to violent 
meafures ; that I fhould make'ufe of juft 
means of defence* or withdraw from Ver«* 
failles. Whatever be the audacity of my 
enemies, they will not fucceed : the 
French are incapable of regicide. It i* 
in vain that heaps of gold are diftributed, 
and that guilt and ambition are inde- 
fatigable in their -attempts: I venture to 
believe that the danger is not {p im- 
minent as my friends imagine* Flight 
would be my utter ruin ; and civil war its- 
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Calamitous confeqiience. Were I to de- 
fend myfelf % the blood of Frenchmen 
would be (hedj and s my heart cannot 
fannUiarife itfelf with that hideous idea. 
Let us a<9t with prudence j and I feel that 
1 fhall at leaft be free from felf- reproach* 
I haye juft feen fome members of 
the affembly, and am fatisfied: I dare 
flatter myfelf that a happy revolution will 
take place in men's minds. Heaven grant, 
my coutin* that public tranquillity may be 
reftored ! But let there be no aggreffion, 
no coi&motion, which can give the idea 
that I think of avenging or even of de- 
fending myfelf. v 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXIId LETTER. 



THIS letter, addrefled to the count 
D'Eftaing, relates to the events of the fifth 
and fixth of O&ober. The count was, 
at that epocha, commander in chief of 
the national militia of Verfailles, and, at . 
the inftant the letter was written, headed • 
the body-guards of the king, the regiment 
of Flanders, the dragoons, and the Swifs 
guards* Thofe troops were drawn up 
before the palace, fronting the great 
avenue, waiting the approach of the 
national guard of Paris, who, with M, 
de la Fayette at their head, were march- 
ing to Verfailles. 

The events of the firft days of Odober 
form a very important aera in the hiftory 
of x the revolution, have called forth the 
eloquence of orators and writers of various 



LEWIS XVI. 235 ' 

defcriptions, have occupied the national 
councils, and perplexed courts of juftice. 
Notwithstanding the myftery in which 
thofe tranfadtions were enveloped, there 
now appears little doubt that they were » 
the refult of a double confpiracy, of the 
court on the one hand, to regain the 
power it had loft, and of a party conceal- 
ing its felfifh defigns under the niafk of 
patriotifm, puftiing on the difcontented ' 
to a£ts of violence, and making them the 
inftruments of its criminal defigns. Of 
this party the late duke of Orleans has 
been more * than fufpe6ted of being the 
chief; and whoever will take the trouble 
of looking into the circumftantial details 
of thofe events, as recorded at the time, 
Will find no difficulty in attributing to 
this inglorious* demagogue the dishono- 
rable motives which produced this event, ' 

Of this confpiracy againft his authority, . 
clipped as it had been by the revolution, 
and even againft his life, the king appears 
to have felt little apjprehenfion. " What- 
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ever be the audacity of my energies," faysf 
he, " they will not fucceed : the French 
are incapable of regicide- It is in/vairt 
that heaps of gold are diftributed, and 
that' guilt and ambition are indefatigable 
in their attempts." Having this perfuafion* 
it feems Angular that the king fhould not 
have been more cautious in avoiding 
every pretext for the accomplishment of 
thofe criminal defigns. Nothing furely 
was better fitted to give a color of juftifi* 
cation fcrthis new infurre&ion, than the 
fcenes which wefe then paffing in the 
palace of Verfailles, whdre the hatred of 
% the new order of things was fb undiflem- 
bled, that a&s the mod hoftile and infult- 
ing to the, nation were permitted pub-* 
lidy to take place, and "were regarded, by 
thofe whofe inter eft it was to check thofe 
imprudent emotions, with more than ap- 
probation* 

» 
The delay of the king to fan&ion the 
decrees of the affembly forming the bafi* 
of the new confutation, and the real or 
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fi&itious fcarcity of bread in the capital, 
were the pretexts for this attadc on royal 
prerogative; of which attack, whatever 
was ill-intended or malignant, was par* 
ried by the prudence of the commander 
of Paris, M. de la Fayette ; who, com* 
pelled by the civil power to head the 
troops in this expedition, countera&ed, or 
at leaft neutralised, the finifter purpofes of 
its original proje&ors. Both parties in 
this confpiracy failed in their defign. The 
court felt once more,jhow unavailing were 
all its efforts to bring about a counter«-r& 
volution i and the enemies, of whom the 
king fpeaks, discovered that the inftru- 
tnents they had bribed or feduced into 
infurreiffcion, were indocile to the perpe- 
tration of crimes to which it is probable 
they were inftigated. 

Whatever may have been the real ftate 
of the cafe— -whether* the confpiracy of the 
court agamft the revolution, or the con- 
spiracy of the faction againft v the court, 
were the caufes of this popu)ar move- 
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ment — the difpofition and condudl of the 
king, under thefe trying circumftances, 
are worthy of the higheft praife. If we 
blame him ,at times for his weaknefs, it 
. is probable that we fhould blame him 
lefs, if we knew all the wrong counfels 
which he refilled. The count d'Eftaing, 
it appears from the king's anfwer, had 
urged him t$ fight, or fly. At the queen's 
trial, when the count w?s brought tQ 
witnefs againfl: her, it wa$ proved th^t he 
had procured from the municipality of 
Verfailles, thea irt the iptgreft of th<? 
court, an order on the fifth pf £)<5tober, to 
employ every means of conciliation with 
the Parifians ; and, in cafe of not fucceedr 
ing, to repel force by force. The Ja$ 
article of thefe written hiftru£Hons order? 
cd him to negledt nothing in order tQ 
bring back the king to Verfailles as foon 
as poffible. 

The queen had alfo been urged to fe? 
cure herfelf by flight, as the perfbn againft 
wbofli the popular indignation was pip|| 
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excited. The depofition of the count, o'n 
the queen's trial before the revolutionary 
tribunal, deferves remembrance. " I 
heard," faidhe, €€ the counfellors of the 
court tell the prifbner," (that is the 
queen,) ^ that the people of Paris were 
coming to maflacrfe her, and that (he 
ought to depart ; to which (he replied with 
great dignity, If the Parifians come here 
to affaffinate me, it is at the feet of my 
hufband they {hall find me; but I will 
never fly." 

It is probable that thefe arrangements 
with the municipality were taken by the 
count without the king's confent ; fince, 
when, on the evening of. the fifth of 
O$ober, the count prefented them to the 
king, he received the refufal of com- 
pliance contained in this letter. The 
wifdom of the king is here finely con- 
trafted with the folly of his advifers, who 
ought to have recolle£ed the events which 
, had pafled only three months before, and 
to have felt how unavailing would have 
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been the refinance of a few companies of 
ibkliers, againft an armed natitfn ; and 
how little confidence could bb repofed it* 
'the fidelity of troops who had already 
broken theio oaths according to the king's 
accufation, and who; on the prefent oc- 
cafion, were difpofed to a fimilar relaxr 
jrtion, The king felt too much the danger 
of his pofition, to ail up to the courage or 
rafhnefs of his defenders* The anfyer, 
therefore, whfch he returned to the de*- 
crees of the municipality and the inftancea 
of the count ? is marked with traits of hu y 
inanity which do po lefs honpr to his 
heart, than the refolution he had taken, of 
abiding the confeqtiences at Verfailles, 
does credit to his judgement, 

It lias been already jnentioned, th^t, 
previpus to the arrival of the Parifiens at 
VerfaHles, the king ? while he accepted 
certain decrees of the aflejnbly, had re«r 
fufed or "deferred his fon&ion to ibch a? 
forpied the bafis of that liberty of which 
lie had beeji proclaimed the reftorer* This 
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/efufal (for fo the delay was conftrued by 
the affembly) had excited the warmeft 
animadverfions : and, after a long difc 
cuflion, in which it was reprefented that 
the affembly ought not on* inftant tti 
defer requiring of the king a pure and 
fimple acceptance of the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man, as well as of the' 
conftitutional articles already decreed, the 
prefident, accompanied by a deputation, 
was ordered to prefent himfelf before the 
king, and %o befeech him to give his 
fan&ion to thofe decrees. 

It was at the end of this difcuffion that 
the Parifians appeared at the bar of the 
affembly. Whatever change may have 
been produced in the difpofitions of the 
king by the remonftrances and firmnefs 
of the affembly, the terror excited by the 
infurre&ion was no doubt an additional 
motive to lead him to give his fan&ion to 
thofe immortal principles which formed 
the bafis of Frehch liberty. He alfo con- 
jfented at the fame time to change his 

VOL.1- x 
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r^fidenc? frqra Verfitiljes tp Farisj where 
tjic enemies of thp reyojytton, beipg ipofe 
nearly obfegved, would haw fewer op* 
portunkies, and Iefs means, of combining 
againft its caufe. Meanwhile the repre- 
fentatives of the nation, thus relieved 
from a part of their inquietudes, had 
leifure tp ghfe form and fubftance to the 
great principles of freedom, and pn*body 
them as it were ipto paaxiiw of national 
faith. 
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I&TTRE XXIII. 
A M. DE BRISSAC. 

Du i8 Oaobre, 1789. 

JUSTE appreciateur, Monfieur, du zele 
chevalercfque qui a dirige toute votre con- 
duitc depuis Fepoque de nos malheurs, je 
trouve une fatisfeftion infi»ie & vous te- 
moigner perforoaellcment les fefttkrams de 
gratitude que la reine et moi vous devons 
pour ce que votre loyaut6 v&u& a di#£ 
dam la journee d'hier. J'ai appri$ £ moft 
r&eii ce ' raarin que vous etiez malade : N 
j'aicru fle'potivoir rnieu* v«u$ pfdutfei* le 
vif iht4r& que nous pren^nsi a vofcrt* pefr- 
Jbtme, qu'en vous affitfattt de rirtimuabk 
eftime que j'aurai toute ma vie pout" ufl 
auflVbon Frai^ats, etf un fujet attffi fidil* 
que vous. 

Low&. 

r 2 
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LETTER XXIII, 
{Tramflatim.) 

TO M. OB BRISSAC. 

4 

Oaobcr 28, J789. 

JUSTLY appreciating, fir, the roman- 
tic zeal which has direded all your condufi: 
fince the epocha of my misfortunes, I fed 
an infinite fatisfadtion in teftifying per* 
fonally the fentiments of gratitude which 
the queen and myfelf owe to you, for 
all that your loyalty di&ated during the- 
events of yefterday. When I rofc this 
morning, I was informed that you were 
ill; and I thought I could not better 
prove the lively intereft we take hi you, 
than by alluring you of the unalterable 
eftcern which I (hall feel all my life for 
fo good a Frenchman, and fo faithful ? 
fubje#, _ 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE XXIJId LETTER. 



M. DE BRISSAC, whofe chevalerefijue^ 
zeal is here fo much the theme of eulo- 
gium, was among the moil active in 
prompting the king to refiftanee againft 
the revolution, by the propofal of mea- 
sures the moil extravagant, and the leaft 
likely to be crowned with fuccefs. He^ 
was the commander in chief of the king's 
new guards, and, by the imprudent exer- 
cife which he made of this ardor in the 
royal caufe, was the principal perfonage 
who contributed afterwards to their fup- 
predion. His zeal was fo much the more 
fatal to the king, as the refiftance to 
which he prompted him againft the de- 
crees of the aflembly with refpett to this 
guard, was not amongft the leaft of the 
caufes which brought pn (he events of the 
tenth of Auguft. 
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immm ,: . |*TnW30HY, ... 

A M. DE BAUMENT, AGENT A LONDRES. 

V flari^ cc 90 NraBbfe 178$. 

VOTRE dernierc lettre ne determine 
rien, et parle peu de l'operatiofi dont vous 
4tes charge. Quelle infouciance, oa 
quelle inertie! Vous favez que j'ai befoio 
dq la foiDcne que vous etea charge de ne* 
gocier ; et vous vous laflez pr?9enir* 
Vous ne voyez pas les banquiers ac- 
ceptors, et vous laificz tranquUlemei>t 
s'effe&uer Ferfiprunt du due d'Orl&ns,. 
Cep?ndant lc$ motaens etaient fi pr£~ 
cietfx, et 1'argent fi necefiaire, Je fais 
bien que le miniftre de rint&ieur, avec 
id comre-poliqe, ne fait pas grands 
chafes, et me coutc beaucoup. II connafc. 
toute ma r^pugnjtnce k m'endetter, et. 
comhfcn peu je prije les tnoyem de fe- 
du&ion. II veut finger le due d'Qrlean$ # 
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qdife hrihri potir faite le mal, et fe venger 
de quelqui platte chanfen, ou de quelquc 
tor£pris, dottt, en toon particulier, je fais 
qu'il s'eft hltn rendu digne. Un de mes 
agens a\i Pilars Royatl m'a Fait cbnnaltre, 
non feulfcment 14 deftination'des foftimes 
qu'il a eknpfiintees, tfiais encore l*empioi 
de ces fommes. II eft certain que, l*es- 
compte preleve, et les bom des entremet- 
teurs fouftrdits, il a £te diftribu£ quinze 
cens mille livres au* principaux paftilatnfe 
du due d'Otllaris, Mirabeau a eu pout 
la part quatre-vingt mille livres, qui ont 
6te compt^s chcz Latouche, et portesi 
dans trois fiacres, rue ChzxxiTie d'Antiri*'. 
J*ai la lifte de ceux des dlput&'qui ont 

re9u On a diftribu£ foftcante mille 

KVres dans le Fauxbourg St. Antoine, et 
chfcz quelques partifans du due. Qa s'eft 
empreflte de faire payer Tirriere k qiielques 



* A cette cepie elait attachee, avec une epingle, une lifte, 
nontenant ks noms de ceux qui avaient re$u des fommes 
provenans de l'empnmt fait par le due d'Orl6ans a Lon- 
4re8,en J 789 
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gens audacieyx, ct connus par lcur efprit 
d'intrigue ct leurs vues arobitieufes. On 
a porte fur cette liile le nom d'un certain 
Marat, celui de Danton, les noms de 
quelques G&ievois refugi& en France, de 
ce parti qui a Geneve fe difait patriote ; 
enfin de quelques hommes obfeurs, mats 
tres dangereux. 

Voila bien des mechans reuni* contrc 
moi, je le fens bien. II faut, comrae vous 
le dites, ufer de leur taftique, et m*at- 
tacher des hommes entreprenans, ou plii- 
tot recompenfer le zele de quelques uns de 
mes fiddles fujets. C'eft avec plaifir que 
je ferai diftribuer l'argent que j'ai promis. 
II ne fcra point employe pour commettre 
le crime : mais il fervira a furveiller mes 
ennemis, et k dljouer leurs projets. H£tez- 
vous d'eacecuter mes ordres j et que Tern- 
prunt foit rempli. Profitez.de la bonne 
intention dehors. 

Louis, 
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LETTER TDUV. 
(Trsii/Jativ.y 

TO M. DE BAUMENT, AGENT AT LONDON. 

November 29, 1769* 

YOUR laft letter terminates nothing, 
and fpeaks little of the operation with 
which you are charged. What indif- 
ference, or what apathy ! You know I 
ftand in need of the fum which you were 
dire&ed to negotiate; and you fuffer it 
to be obtained by others. You have not 
ieen the bankers ; and you allow the loan 
of the duke of Orleans to be quietly 
effe&ed, although .the moments were 4b 
precious, and money fo neceflary. I know 
well that the minifter of the interior, 
with his counter-police, achieves but 
little, and cofts me a great deal. He 
knows all my repugnance to incurring 
debt, and how ftnall a value I place on 
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the means of fedu6Uon. He wtfhes to 
ape the duke of Orleans, who ruins him- 
felf to do harm, and avensje himfelf of 
fome filly fongs, "or fome marks of con- 
tempt, which, in my opinion, he well 
deferved. 

One of my agents at the Palais Royal 
has made known to me, not only the 
deftinatipn of the jTums he has borrowed, 
but the a&ual employment of thofe fucb$f 
and it is certain, that, the difcount de- 
luded, together with the profits of thg 
brokers, fifteen hundred thtfu&nd livrqi 
have been diftributed amoqg the prin-. 
cipal partiians of the duke of Orleans* 
Mirabeau has had eighty thou&nd livres 
for his {hare, which were counted down 
at Latouche's, and carried in three hack* 
ney.cotches to the j?ue Chauflee d'Antin*, 



•*- A paper was fattened^ with a pin, to this letter, cav 
taming the lifts of the names of thofe who had received, 
films anting 'from the loan made by the duke of Orleana a{ 



I have the lift of the deputies who have 
received money. Sixty thoufand lirrcs 
were diftributed in the FauxbdurgvSt. 
Antoine, and to fome partifans 6f the 
duke. They have been eager to pay off 
the arrears to fome daring men, known 
by their intriguing Spirit, and their am- 
bitious views. The name of a certain 
Marat is inferibed on the lift ; that alfo of 
Danton, and of fome Genevan refugees 
in France, of that party which calls itfelf 
patriotic ; upon the whole,, thofe of fome 
obfeure, but very dangerous individuals. 

Thus, a number of wicked peribns arc 
united againft me. I am perfuaded that 
I muft, as you tell me, employ their 
tadics, and attach fome enterprifing men 
to my interefts, or rather recompenfe the 
zeal of fome of my faithful fiibje&s. I 
fhall diftribute with pleafure the money I 
have promifed, which fhall be employed, 
not for. the commiffion of crimes, but 
fhall krwc to watch oyer my enemies, 
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and .counteract their projc&s. Haften to 
execute my - orders ; fill up the loan ; 
and ayail yourfelf of the good difpofitions 
abroad; 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATION* ON THE XXIVth LETTER, 

THIS letter furnifhes a .melancholy 
proof of the falfe meafures into which the 
king was fometimes betrayed. We fee 
hirp here defcending to the employment 
of thofe difavowed and undignified meaqfc 
which he condemns, with fo much 
juftice, in the duke of Orleans. We fee 
him countenancing his minifter for home- 
affairs in the ufe of a counter-police, 
which effe&s but little, and cods much ; 
and, while he blames this minifter for 
aping the duke of Orleans, he accufes his 
agents in London of negligence or in* 
adtivity, in not furnifhing him with the 
means of following the example he con- 
demns. This M. de Baument, it appears, 
was alfo one of the counfellors, as well as 
money-brokers, of this unfortunate prince* 
." I mufti as you fey f " quoting this coun- 
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fellor, " make ufc of their ta6Hcs, ,f (the 
tadics of his enemies,) " and attach en- 
terprifing men to my fervice." The king 
indeed declares that tbi$ money (hould 
not be employed for the purpofes of 
criirie; and it is certain that be was 
himfelf incapable o£ thus mifapplying it : 
bat what aifiirance had he th*t thefe 
enterprifing men would be the faithful 
mandataries of his benevolent purpofes ? 
ftnUhad he no mifgivings that their under- 
takings, aided by the fupplies expeded 
from London, would lead him on to 
lome other crifis of the revolution, from 
which he might find more difficulty in 
efcaping, than the former ? 

This fyftcm of corruption, however 
well it might apply to the difpofition and" 
views of the duke of Orleans, was furely 
very unworthy of Lewis the Sixteenth. 
It had alfo this evil tendency, that, while 
the king thus deluded himfelf with the 
perfuafion that he could watch his ene- 
mies, and difconaert their proje&s, he in- 



4^!gtd t ^r ^jfnwble ^irk of Ee£ft&0$* 
aga^nfl; *be ^ajvon^l; afferobjy* - -Kfed ^ 
on; the qonttfccy* fipcerety aq4 fr^l^, cp* 
opened rp the views of the prudent ipa-» 
j.ofi^y who bad at tfeis period the afccn- 
deqcy, h? would fcave 4<W more towards 
watching bis enemies, , and difconcerting 
liieir p^e6fcs* then could have beea 
achieved with all the money which loans 
and bankers could procure. 

As ^n encouragement to exertipn and 
activity, the king informs M. de Bau^ 
rnenjt, not only that the duke of Ojleanf 
had fucceeded -in borrowing fifteen hun«> 
djed thpufand livres in London, whici) 
w%s £oybtful, but alfo in what manner it 
bad been distributed. . Mirabeau, accord-* 
\ng to this account, received eighty thou-* 
(and Uvres, which was conveyed to him 
ip, three hackney cQaches. Agaiaft th» 
Iyaced^monian mode of transfer there is 
nothing to objeft, but its improbability. 
Mirabcau might indeed have received 
Jjpms from the duke of Orleans; he is 
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accufed alio of having received Aims from 
Lewi* the Sixteenth. With rcfpeft to 
Mirabeau, therefore, the king and his 
coufin were on equal terms. But Mira- 
beau, it ieems, was not the only bene- 
ficiary of the duke of Orleans's bounty. 
The king affures his agent that he has a 
lift of the members of the aflembly who 
partook of this fame loan. 

This lift is annexed to the letter ; and, 

though it was the intention of the French 

editor, on delivering this correfpondcnce, 

that it (hould be publifhed to the world, 

yet I think myfelf juftified in imitating 

the prudence of the king on this occafion, 

who mentions to bis correfpondent the 

Bathes only of two perfons, whom it were 

impoffible, from their flagitioufhefs, to 

calumniate ; unwilling, probably, in eir- 

cumftances where be might be deceived, 

to injure the reputation of innocent men. 

To this decifion I am the more inclined, 

as the king, in tranfcribing their names* 

does not pretend to have any positive 



lewis xvi. m 

afluranccs of the corruption which i$ 
charged upon them. ' The report of this 
delinquency is made him by a fpy. " One 
pf my agents at the Palais Royal has in- 
formed me, not only of the deftination of 
the fums which he" (the duke of Or- 
leans) " has borrowed, but alfo of th$ 
manlier in which they have been em- 
ployed/* The king, as well as his mi* 
nifter, had his counterpolice, and, like a 
(agacious general, kept his foldiers in the 
.enemies' caiQp. It was the duty of thofe 
ipies to gain information of the motions 
of the duke of Orleans : and, as thofe who 
are employed in fuch occupations, are" 
ufually perfons who poffefs no very nice 
feelings with refpe6fc to honor, and wlw 
have fworn no inviolable attachment to 
truth, it is probable that the information 
franfmitted was often that which was 
moil favorable, inftead of that which was 
moft exaft. The agent was interefted iq 
communicating fuch details as fhould en- 
hance the value of his fervices, fearlels of 
ppntradi&ion, fince the truth or felfehoo4 
yoL. i. s 
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of what he ftated could not, by its nature, 
run the rifle of inveftigation. 

But the moft direft and formal refuta? 
tion of the falfchood which this fpy im- 
pofed on his employer, would be the 
publication of the names contained in the 
lift. There are indeed fome, whom it 
Jvould be no breach of candor to fufpeflt 
of earning and receiving thofe wages of 
iniquity; and againft whom it had been 
well for their country if no crimes 
of greater magnitude could 'have been 
pharged ; crimes, from the mention of 
which we ftart back with horror. Names 
alfo of doubtful reputation are here in-r 
fcribecj. But recorded on this lift we find 
perfbns whofe purity of condu& even the 
voice of 1 (lander never dared to impeach ; 
men, whofe principles, firm amidft the 
tremendous (hock of the revolution, have 
braved 'corruption, a§ well as tyranny, 
of every kind, and under every form $ 
and fome of whom fealed their teftimony 
{to the caufe of liberty with their blood. 
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All, therefore, that this letter proves, is, 
that the king employed agents to procure 
money, in order to reward enterprifing 
men i that his minifter.of foreign affairs 
had a police in oppofition to that of the 
Avowed public authority, and that he hirtj- 
felf employed fpies ki the palace of the 
duke of Orleans, Thus was Lewis 'the 
Sixteenth led on by artful and defigning 
perfons, to the imitation of a conduft, 
which his fenfe of honor as a man, and 
his fentiment of dignity as a prince, 
forced him to mark, in another, not 
only with difapprobation, but to ftigmatif? 
Vrith abhorrence, •- 



M 
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LETTRE XXV. 

A SON ALTESSE EMINENT I5SIJVJE EMA- 
NUEL DE ROHAN, GRAND MAITRS DK 
L'ORDRE DE MALTHE. 

Paris, cc 18 Novembre, 178g. 

Mon Covsin, 
DANS des fiecles pieux, Ja France ge- 
nereufe avait combli dc fes bienfaits For- 
dre de St. Jean de Jemfalem. Lc monde 
Chretien en reconnut l'utilite : il lui jplut 
encore d'accorder a vos chevaliers tous les 
privileges dont ils ont conferve les prero- 
gatives jufqu'a prefent. Les rois mes 
ayeux fan&ionn&rent la valont^ des fonda- 
teurs, et le droit des titulaires. Des cir- 
conftances imperieufes ont amene uq 
changement dans Tordre politique de la 
France. Les chevaliers de la langue 
Fran<jaife imiteront fans doute l*exemplc 
que je leur donne. Ce n'eft pas lorfque 
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tous les ordres de l'ltat font des facrifices, 
qu'ils rcfteront en arriere. Je laiffe 1 
votre fagefTe, mon coufin, de prendre les 
mefures qui peuvent coincider avec les 
travaux de 1'afTemblee nationale. Sur ce, 
je prie Dieu, mon coufin> qu'il vous ait en 
fa fainte garde. 
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LETTER fotV. 
{TrA*Jl*t'm.) 



TO HJWrMOS.T EMINENT HIGHNESS, EMA- 
NUEL DE ROHAN, GRAND MASTER OP 
THE ORDER OF MALTA. 

Paris, November 18, 17&9* 

My Cousin, 
IN pious ages, the generality of France 
heaped benefits on the order of St. Johij 
of Jerufalem. The Chriftian world felt 
the utility of this order,, and was pleafed 
to grant alfb to your knights the pri- 
vileges of which they preferyc the pre- 
rogatives to this day. The kings, my 
anceftors, fandfcioned the wilf of the 
founders, and the rights of the titularies. 
Imperious circumftances have produced a 
change in the political ilate of France ; 
and the kaights of the French tongile will 
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ho doubt imitate the example which I 
have given them. Whilft every order of 
the* ftate are making facrifices, they will 
not ftand aloof. To your wifdom, toy 
coufin, I leave the choice of fuch mea- 
fures as (hall coincide with the labors of 
the national afTembly ; and fo I pray God, 
rny coufin, to take you under his holy 
proteiftion. 

'Lewis* 



A 
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, ©BSERYATIQNS ON THE XXVth LETTER. 

- IN the revolutionary revifion of pri- 
vileges which took place at this period* 
the monaftical-military order of Malta 
had not efcaped the fearching eye of the 
affembly* The property belonging to this 
order was comprehended in the, decree 
which declared all ecclefiaftical property 
to be national ; and the knights of St. 
John who belonged to the French tongue, 
became the petitioners of the ftate. 

Althdugh this order had not the honor 
ato,d the confolation of making the fur-, 
render of their privileges, like the great 
orders of the ftate in France, yet there 
were fbme .amongft them, who had dis* 
pofitions equally generous and patriotic. 
In a memorial which had been compiled 
at Malta, about this period, by the chevalier 
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de Ranfijat, who held at the time one of ths 
h'igheft offices in the ifland, he obferves^ 
that " the abufes which had crept into 
the or/Ier were fo numerous and Fo ftrik* 
ing, that every member who compofed 
it, appeared alike to feel the neceffity 
of reforming thei \" On queftioning 
the chevalier refpe&ing thofc feelings 
among his brother-knights, it appeared, 
however, that fuch fentircrcnts were 
pretty much confined, to himfel£ That 
part of his memorial which treats of tha 
flavery of the Maltefe, and the means of .. 
remedy, do him honor, both as a man an4 
jl citizen. 

, The king's letter to the gfanjl-xftaftef 
is % written in a ftyle not only of urbanity* 
but of aflfe&ioiu ' The king brings before 
his recolle&ion the fbades of pait ages* 
which he decorates with ^the epithet of 
pious, and which the innovators of the 
prefent day accuftom thcmfelves to ftig* 
matife with the opprobrious denominations 
of dark and fuperftitious. He confoles his 
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coufin with the remembrance of the 
former obligations of the Christian world 
to his order, which the Chriftijn world at 
jprefent has the ingratitude to difavow. 
The devotednefs of the royal anceftry erf" 
France to the knights of Malta is like- 
J wife introduced, which renders more 
melancholy the con t raft of the next {ca* 
tence of the letter, informing the duke 
that imperious circumftances had ne* 
ceflitated a change in the political order 
of France, 

In the letter which the king wrote to 
» the archbifhop of Aries after t fie decrees 
of the fourth of Auguft, recapitulating the 
fervices rendered by the great orders of 
the ftate, and the honor and rewards be 7 
flowed on theto, he declares his firm re-* 
folution to maintain them in the enjoy-* 
ment of their privileges, in fpite of the 
renunciation which they themfelves had 
made. As this generality on the part of 
the king met at the time with no en* 
ppuragement fron* thofe who were moft 
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iaterefted in exciting it, he prudently for-* 
bears frong making fimilar declarations to 
the order <6f Malta. He pleads, on the 
contrary, his own example, and that of 
the great orders of the ftate, holding up 
the facrifices made in Prance as objefls of 
imitation. The knights were compelled 
to yield to fuperipr orders, and to comply 
with the decrees of the affcmbly. But 
neither the facrifices made by the king, 
the nqbiiity, or the clergy, had much in* 
fluence on their minds. ' They remained 
true to their allegiance smidft the general 
defection; and, could the expreffion of 
their fentiments have reached the throne, 
^ their anfwer to this miflive would have 
been the parody of the king's letter to the 
archbifliop of Aries, containing the offer 
<$f preferying him in the enjoyment of his 
monarchical prerogatives, in fpite of hitf** 
felf. 
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